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Preface 
 

This book has been produced by the Bottesford “Living History” Community 

Heritage Project, a group of enthusiastic volunteers based in the village of 

Bottesford, Leicestershire. Its objective is to look at the four villages that make up 

the parish of Bottesford and Muston as they have developed from Victorian times 

up to the present, a period during which Great Britain itself has changed 

enormously. 

The book is the result of team work, and as such its authorship is shared 

among a number of writers. The contributing authors are, in alphabetic order, 

Daphne Cassidy, Herbert Daybell, Sue Dunsmore, Neil Fortey, David Middleton, 

Sue Middleton, Alan Pizzey, Margaret Poultney, Catherine Pugh, John Simpson 

MBR - Melvin Bradbury 

MLA - Margaret Langton 

MSA -Mike Saunders 

MTH - Marge Throstle 

MOW - Mary Owen 

NFO - Neil Fortey 

NPA - Norah Parkin 

PET - Peter Topps 

PEG - Peggy Topps 

PPO - Peter Poultney 

PSU - Philip Sutton 

PTA - Phil Taylor 

RBR - Richard Bradshaw 

RSP - Roger and Sandra Phipps 

RRO - Richard (Dick) Robinson 

RTE - Bob Terry 

SCU - Sid Culpin 

SSP - Susan Spick 

SWE - Sally Webster 

TWI - Terry Wing 

WCR - Wendy Cross 

WRO - The late Mr W.J. Roberts 

YHO - Yolande Honey 

 

BLHS - Archive of the Bottesford Local 

History Society established by Dr Mi-

chael Honeybone. 

ABO - Ada Bond 

AHE - Ann Hewitt 

AMA - Angela Marsh 

AMI - Alan Millership 

AMO - Ann Moulsher 

API - Alan Pizzey 

BES - Betty Smith 

BSM - Beryl Smith 

BSU - Mr & Mrs Bill Sutton 

CHA - Christopher Harris 

CPU - Catherine Pugh 

DBE - Dorothy Beedham 

DHA - David Hampson 

DMI - David Middleton 

DPL - David Plummer 

DWR - David Wright 

ERA - Ted Rayson (Copyright) 

FIS - Frank and Ingrid Sellers 

GLM - Geoff and Linda Morris 

GWA - George Waudby 

HDA - Herbert Daybell 

JBA - Jill Bagnall 

JBR - Judi Broadhurst 

JGO - John Goodson 

JNB - Jill and Neville Bagnall 

JPA - Jeff Parr 

JPE - Joan and Jim Peach 

JSI - John Simpson 

LGM - Linda and Geoff Morris 

MBA - Michael Bradshaw 

Contributors of photographs. We gratefully acknowledge the wealth of 

photographs and other documents that have been used. The individual 

contributors are indicated in captions by codes, as follows:  
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and Peter Topps; it has been edited by Neil Fortey. Additional essential 

assistance in preparing the text was provided by Barbara Pizzey, Peggy Topps, 

Jill Bagnall and Ted Rayson.  

We gratefully acknowledge permission to quote the words of Irene Pacey, 

Godfrey Sutton, Councillor David Wright, Lol Pickin, John and Joy Simpson, 

John Goodson and Peter Mackness. We also gratefully acknowledge the support, 

assistance and information, pictures, documents and family heirlooms provided 

by the above and by many other residents of Bottesford, Easthorpe, Muston and 

Normanton, and also by many others who have contacted us with help both 

within the UK and other countries worldwide. Without this the project would not 

exist and this book could not have been written.  

Finally, we gratefully acknowledge assistance provided by Bottesford 

Parish Council, Bottesford Library, Bottesford Local History Society, Bottesford 

Vestry, Bottesford Primary School, Bottesford Community Centre, Melton 

Carnegie Museum, Melton Library, the British Geological Survey, Bingham 

Heritage Trails Association, the East Midlands Oral History Archive, Sheila 

Marriott and Sue Clayton. 

The project was made possible by a grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund 

(LH-06-086) and the Nationwide Building Society. Additional financial support 

for its website [bottesfordhistory.org.uk] was provided by Museums, Libraries and 

Archives East Midlands. The website is hosted and supported by Community 

Sites Ltd. 

Since its inception in 2006, the Bottesford Community Heritage Project has 

built up an archive of local history relating to the past 160 years or so of local 

history. Photographs and documents have been scanned. Memories have been 

recorded. The project has held exhibitions in the village meeting room (The Fuller 

Room), developed its website, published a series of heritage trail leaflets and 

mounted a living history drama. It has also maintained a public noticeboard as a 

running exhibition with a new display each fortnight, made possible by the 

support of the Cooperative Society. 

The present book is a culmination of all these activities. We have 

endeavoured to be accurate and comprehensive, but in all good faith there will be 

inaccuracies and omissions. For these we apologise, and ask that we be informed 

of them so that they can be corrected in a later edition. 

Our intention has been to look at various aspects of village life. At the 

outset the concept was that of living memory, but perhaps inevitably the scope 

has been extended back into the 19th Century. The historic and topographic 

landscape around the villages is described in the opening chapter, and then 

village buildings and landmarks are examined in a chapter which tours 

Bottesford, Easthorpe and Normanton; Muston is described in a separate chapter, 

later in the book. An extended chapter describes in detail the shops and trades in 

Bottesford from the mid-19th Century to recent years. Bottesford’s parish church 

and its Methodist and Baptist chapels are described. The history of Bottesford 

village school from 1863 to 1948 is examined, based on teacher’s log books and 
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management committee minutes that have been preserved. A personal account of 

the post-WW2 development of farming in Bottesford is given, followed by chapters 

that address village industries and the development of local transport. Two 

chapters examine, respectively, the effects of the two World Wars on village life. 

Muston is described in a chapter which provides a historic tour of this village. 

Then the final part of the book consists of an account of modern Bottesford, 

followed by ‘Tailpieces’, a short selection of village stories and self-help projects. 

All parts of the book are illustrated with photographs drawn from the 

project’s archive of scanned images.  Parts of 18th and 19th Century Ordnance 

Survey maps and other village maps are reproduced where appropriate, together 

with a map of Bottesford airfield. 

Where we have reproduced photographs, we have done so with the 

permission of the owners of the prints that we have worked from. In many cases 

there is uncertainty as to the identity of the original photographer. We can only 

hope that this does not cause offence or upset, and welcome contact and further 

information regarding these matters. Proceeds from the sale of this book will be 

used firstly to meet its printing cost, then any excess will be used to support the 

future work of the project. None of the project members, or any other person, will 

receive any personal gain. 

Many topics are covered only briefly, and in many cases further information 

can be found by going to the project’s website www.bottesfordhistory.org.uk . 
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Foreword 

 
Bottesford and its neighbouring villages, in the north-east corner of 

Leicestershire, present a fascinating and attractive picture that reflects much of 

English life in the twenty-first century.  Today, the village is extremely fortunate 

in being the focus of one of the very best Community History Projects in the 

country.  The years of hard work by the members of Bottesford Community 

History Project have reached a successful culmination in this intensely 

fascinating account of nineteenth- and twentieth-century life in one of the most 

attractive groups of villages in the East Midlands. 

The early history of Bottesford and district can be studied through its 

Domesday Book entry, through the centuries of manor court records still kept at 

Belvoir Castle, through the seventeenth-century pamphlet that documents the 

1619 witchcraft case,  through John Nichols’ full description in his late eighteenth

-century History of Leicestershire and in Irvin Eller’s excellent account in his 

early nineteenth-century History of Belvoir Castle.  What has been missing so far 

is a full, detailed account of how local people have lived their everyday lives in 

recent years in this significant community of villages.   

Neil Fortey, the book’s editor and a moving spirit behind the Community 

History Project, has successfully filled this gap.  He has brought together a group 

of today’s village residents to describe and illustrate the recent past and the 

present of the village they live in and to preserve memories which would 

otherwise be forgotten and lost to us.  These thorough and well-researched 

accounts of local buildings, people and events present a full, fascinating account 

of a contemporary English village.  The commercial activity of the past 150 years 

is brought back to life.  The roles played in village life by the church, the chapels 

and the schools are examined in detail, as are the changes in farming. Its 

declining contribution to the local workforce makes an interesting comparison to 

the account of the other trades and professions which have provided a living for 

the inhabitants of these four villages.  The book documents both the successes 

and the failures, the happy and sad times of local life.  The combination of 

distress and intense dedication of the war years of the first half of the twentieth 

century is very movingly described. 
The life of the people of the four villages today is the focus of the three 

chapters which take the reader on guided tours of their streets, lanes and 

buildings.  Both local residents and visitors can be led by these accounts to 

appreciate the value and attractiveness of their surviving heritage. Lost 

memories are revived and insights are offered into the reality of our 

contemporary community.  This book will gain the gratitude of present-day 

readers and of future generations for preserving a picture of village life, not only 

in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries but also as it is today.  Not Forgetting 

shows what has been lost, but also what has been gained in the passing of the 

years, through that blend of continuity and change that links today’s life in these 

villages with their heritage of history. 

 

Michael and Diana Honeybone 

Joint Presidents, Bottesford Local History Society. 
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