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Plans for a 7.5 tonne weight restriction on lorries travelling through Bottesford and Normanton will be dis-

played at a public consultation event in the Fuller room (next to the library) from 3 to 9pm on 1st February. 
Ian Vears, Leicestershire County Council Highways department spokesman said ‘it has taken a lot of negotiation with the 3 
County Councils involved in order that we can come up with the proposed weight restrictions’. He also said ‘it is very  
important that as many people as possible come to the consultation event so that we can assess the views of residents'’. 
Plans for the weight-restricted route will be available for inspection on 1st February. Mr Vears and a colleague will be in  
attendance to answer questions and comment forms will be available. If you wish to look at the plan prior to this meeting 
please contact the Parish Clerk, Mrs Taylor, on 842229. 

Lorry plans open to the public on 1st February 

 
 

 
Map supplied by courtesy of Leicestershire County Council. © Crown Copyright 2004 

Proposed 7.5 tonne gross weight restriction, except for loading County boundaries 

Have your say on planning and development in Melton 

A relatively small number of residents have already responded to consultation about changes to planning and development 
in Melton Borough. Replies to the first 5 discussion papers on planning can be seen at www.meltononline.co.uk/mldf . 
Over the next 12 months Melton BC will be working on the remainder of the discussion papers -  
identifying sites for development, transport, sport and recreation, housing choice and opportunity, housing land and  
supply. 
If you wish to receive or comment on these papers you should write to Melton Local Development Framework, Melton  
Borough Council, Council Offices, Nottingham Road, Melton Mowbray, Leicestershire, LE13 0UL. Or ring 01664 502383, or 
email: ldf@melton.gov.uk.  
The Council has prepared a ‘Guide to Replacing the Melton Local Plan’, which explains a little more about the planning  
system, the reasons why the current local plan is being replaced and how it is intended to undertake the necessary work. 
This can be obtained from Melton Borough Council.   



 

 

L R Mees Ltd 
Call us for all your electrical needs 

Service sales  and electrical 
Engineers 

Established 37 years 
 

  5 Market Street         3 Shopping Centre 
  Bingham, Notts         Cotgrave, Notts 
  01949 838597           0115 9892312 

 

  ALISON EATON     
 Grad Dip Phys MCSP SRP 

CHARTERED 
PHYSIOTHERAPIST 

10 High Street, Bottesford 
Tel: 01949 843106 

Bill Wood  
Tree Surgeon 

East Midland Tree Services 
1 Paper Mill Farm Cottages 

Bridge End Rd, Nr Grantham, NG31 7TR 
All types of tree work Hedge Cutting 

Logs Delivered Bark Chippings 
Telephone: 01476 591462 
Mobile: 07860 217189 

A Flood Warden’s Tale 
Our last issue of Village Voice featured an article on the work of the ‘Bottesford  
Action Group’ (BAG) following the flood in July 2001.  BAG felt that the village 
should know which areas were most at risk or in need of help in the event of the 
surrounding water courses bursting their banks again. So, in the spring of 2002, 
along with the Parish Council, the group established a list of volunteer Flood  
Wardens who could meet this need by being responsible for specific areas of the 
Parish.  The Wardens would attempt to ensure that everyone got the earliest  
possible warning of rising water levels, and all available help could be focused on 
the most vulnerable, for instance, the disabled and the elderly. 
A cynic might think there would be a problem getting volunteers; if you weren’t 
flooded, why should you bother? If you were, you know that next time you’ll be 
too busy taking your own precautions to have much energy or inclination to fuss 
about neighbours. Nevertheless, a team of volunteers was assembled, which we 
hope gives some reassurance.  
Our first two and a half years proved relatively uneventful and we hope it will  
remain that way. In 2002 we had four of the early ‘Flood Watch’ warnings from the 
automated flood gauge at Woolsthorpe, and another in January 2003, which 
showed us how much time we have to respond if the water reaches more  
threatening levels. Only a precious few hours - but better than a few minutes or 
less! As ever, as time passes, volunteers move away or feel unable to remain in 
the team. New blood is needed to ensure that we remain effective, and we would 
welcome your joining us.  
If you are interested in becoming a Flood Warden please contact Tony on 844823, 
or the BAG chairman, Brian Kelk on 842241. 

  The Red 
    Lion 

  
Victoria and Daren say 

Why not  enjoy  the warm 
environment  

Wholesome home cooked  
 food  available 

Monday-Saturday: 12noon –2pm & 6-9pm 
Sunday: 12noon-3pm 

Sunday evening quiz – a mixture of 
general knowledge and music: 

8.45pm – 10.30pm 
Large parking area and grassed  

children’s play area . 
Meetings and party bookings  

catered for Golden Years Menu available 
5 Grantham Road, Bottesford 

Nottingham NG13 0DF 

01949 842218 
 

 

Flood Signs 
Recent weather has caused the River Devon to come onto the road by St Mary’s 
Church.   Although flood-warning signs are used, are they in the right place?  Is 
the sign from the main road too close to the river?  Village Voice has been told 
that lorries and other vehicles are reversing up the road as far as Chapel Street if 
they are unable or unwilling to drive through the river.  So, should the sign be 
moved and placed before Chapel Street?  Send your views to Village Voice. 

Bottesford re-launches Neighbourhood Watch 

At a meeting held in the Village Hall on Tuesday November 23rd, a group of inter-
ested residents from Bottesford and the surrounding villages got together to  
discuss the revitalisation and restructuring of Neighbourhood Watch. 
Historically there had been 10 Neighbourhood Watch schemes in Bottesford, most 
of which still exist, but some had fallen by the wayside, and some had become 
largely inactive. 
At the meeting PC Mark Longden expressed his view that ideally one principal  
co-ordinator for Bottesford, supported by a number of area co-ordinators to cover 
the whole of Bottesford and satellite villages, would be a more workable  
structure. This was agreed by the meeting, and Dr Brian Kelk very kindly agreed 
to take on the mantle of principal co-ordinator. 
Before the meeting closed there were several volunteers to take on the role of 
area co-ordinators, and a meeting will take place in the near future to progress 
this new structure to promote community safety in Bottesford. 
Anyone who would like to become an area co-ordinator, or find out more about 
what is involved can call Brian Kelk on 842241, or the Community Co-ordinator 
for Melton Police on 0116 248 4571. 

Any ideas? 
We are always looking for new and interesting stories and information to put in 
Village Voice.  If there are any items or stories you would like to see included 
please contact either Dilys Shepherd or Susan Meech – see back page for details. 

Road and Path Maintenance 
If you spot a problem with our roads and pavements call our County Council on 
0800 626203 or e-mail them on ht&wm@leics.gov.uk. 



      BUILD WITH PRIDE         
     QUALITY BUILDING WORK    

   NICK PRIDE 
 ALL ASPECTS OF BUILDING WORK 
  NEW HOMES, EXTENSIONS, ETC 

  FREE ESTIMATES AND QUOTATIONS 
   Tel: Whatton (01949) 850588                    

          Mobile 07939 057737 

 

 STATHERN GARAGE 
 

We now service and repair 

 

Vehicle Air Conditioning 
   

Re-gas, Service   

Leak Test & Clean 
  

Prices from just  

£45.00 + VAT!! 
 

NEW WE NOW DO 

4 WHEEL ALIGNMENT 
 

      For prompt and personal  

attention, call in or ‘phone 
   

 (01949) 860205 

Jenny’s Gym Bottesford 
 

Limited New Membership 
Available 

 
£2 off introductory session upon 

 presentation of this advert 
 

01949 844807 

Joan  

Matthews 
 
Joan Matthews moved to 
Bottesford 48 years ago 
and, apart from a short 
time in Kenya, has lived 
here ever since.  Her  
Bingham family insisted 
she get ‘a profession’  
before she could marry 
her fiancé Bill so, after 
leaving West Bridgford 
Grammar School, she 
worked as a Pupil Teacher 
in Lowdham for a year 
prior to taking a place at 
University in London.  
However, the day before 
she took that journey her 
college was bombed and 
she completed her educa-
tion in Cardiff instead.   
 
As a qualified teacher in ‘Arts and Juniors’, Joan has taught a variety of people 
from evacuees in West Bridgford to nurses in Grantham.  She started teaching in 
Bottesford when a flu epidemic left the local school short of staff.   Her son  
Howard’s class was affected so Joan spoke to Bill about helping out, but Howard 
was not happy – “You can’t go Mummy, you’re a lady not a teacher!”   
They celebrated Bills 60th in Africa with a trip to climb Mount Kenya.  Bill made it 
to the top but Joan stopped at the ‘tree line’ – on her own until the local baboons 
decided to come and share the sandwiches!   
As a member of the WI, Joan was the first to volunteer when the Toddler Group 
asked for help with making refreshments and, through this, many Mums and little 
ones knew her well.  They also knew her from the lovely old Snowman in the bay 
window of her High Street home, who appeared in mid-December. 
Joan considers Primary Teaching is a ‘Finishing School for life’ teaching you to  
develop both yourself and children.  It introduced her to hobbies that have lasted 
a lifetime – art and needlework.  In her latest home she has painted a beautiful 
‘window’ in a dark corner, with plants and birds that have links with family and 
friends from a long and happy life with her 2 sons and 7 grandchildren. 
Joan is now very happily settled in Warwick Flats where she has greatly appreci-
ated the kindness shown to her by the residents and staff.    

Village Guide 2005/6 – make sure your group is included 
The Village Guide for Bottesford, Easthorpe, Muston and Normanton will be pub-
lished in March 2005 and we hope it will be as successful as the first edition. 
Many clubs and groups reported an increase in membership after the publication 
of the first Guide and all residents know what is available for them in the Parish. 
If you wish your group to be included in the Guide you have a number of options: 
complete the on line form at www.bottesford.org.uk, ring Village Voice editors, or 
put a note in the box in the library. You have until January 21st 2005. 

Theatre Event in the Village Hall on 11th February 

New Perspectives Theatre company returns to the village hall with their produc-
tion ‘The Ghost Downstairs’. This is an exciting winter drama for adults, and chil-
dren 11 and over, and is written by the popular children’s writer Leon Garfield. 
The play shows the bargain of a lifetime – seven years off the end of his life in 
exchange for a fortune now! The adaptation uses puppets, multi-media and  
music to conjure up the ghost story.  For details and tickets ring Beryl on 842522. 



 
 

Ian Brookes 
BELVOIR CARPETS 

Bottesford 
Supplier and Fitter of all flooring 

Telephone 01949 842770 
Mobile 07976 433096 

Would you like to know more about HG Wells? 

The Bottesford book group (Bottesford Bookworms) is very pleased that Mr John 
Hammond, founder of the HG Wells Society, will be giving a talk in the Baptist 
Chapel on Saturday 19th March 2005 from 2 to 4pm. Refreshments available.  
The event will start with a short talk on the life and times of this famous author. 
This will be followed by a discussion of one of HG Wells’ most popular books, the 
History of Mr Polly. As Amazon describes it, “Mr Polly is one of literature's most  
enduring and universal creations. An ordinary man trapped in an ordinary life, Mr 
Polly makes a series of ill-advised choices that bring him to the very brink of finan-
cial ruin. Determined not to become the latest victim of the economic retrenchment 
of the Edwardian age, he rebels in magnificent style and takes control of his life 
once and for all”.  
The event is open to all. For more information ring Susan Meech on 843402. 

The 100 Club 
The Village Hall is looking for members for its 100 Club.   The cost is only £12 a 
year, and the prize draws are £25 per month, with the exception of December, 
which is £150, and April, which is £100.    All proceeds go to Village Hall Funds, 
where the current priority is to raise enough money to tarmac the car park.    
Anyone wishing to support the Village Hall and join the 100 Club, should contact  
Norman Robinson on 01949 844289 or e-mail villagehall@bottesford.org.uk. 

Bottesford Primary School News 
 

Re-awarded Basic Skills Award 
Bottesford Primary School has just been awarded, for the second time, the Basic 
Skills Award. Having first achieved this three years ago, Headteacher Louise 
McGrory says she is very proud of her staff and pupils for the amount of effort they 
put in renewing the award. 
 
The Battle of Bosworth (Mark 2!) 

Hawthorn Class enjoyed a day at Bosworth Battlefield this term.  This photo shows 
the class taking parting in a ‘pike drill’ – as taught by members of ‘King Richard’s 
Army’ who were helping them on the day. 



William Pacey & Sons Ltd 
16 Castleview Road 

Easthorpe, Bottesford, Notting-
ham  

NG13 0DX 
LONG ESTABLISHED COMPANY 

TEL: 01949 842313 
BUILDING CONTRACTORS 

NEW HOMES         CENTRAL HEATING 
EXTENSIONS              BATHROOMS 
ALTERATIONS                KITCHENS 

SPOTLIGHT ON... 

The Police volunteers 
Bottesford Police Station in Queen Street is staffed on Wednesday evenings  
6 pm–8 pm and on Saturday mornings from 9 am to 11 am by volunteers.  The 
scheme has been in operation for nearly two years. There are only three volun-
teers at present, a fourth having recently moved away.  One of the volunteers 
told Village Voice that often a shift at the station was very quiet, then several 
queries can come along at once – a bit like buses! Nevertheless, he feels it is 
interesting and worthwhile. 
Matters dealt with can be ‘lost and found items’, queries relating to gun licences, 
inspection of motorists’ documents, and reports of nuisance behaviour and  
vandalism. Shed alarms are on sale there and you can also ask for advice on  
security in the home. 
If you need to contact the Police Volunteers you can either visit the police  
station or telephone them during open times (listed above) on 842311. So, don’t 
hesitate, if you would like to discuss any police related matter, drop in for a chat 
and advice. If it is felt that the enquiry or complaint needs referring to the police 
at Melton, the volunteer will be able to ‘point you in the right direction’. If you 
can’t get through, or at times outside those listed above, try the Community  
Coordinator on 01162484571 as this has an ‘answerphone’. (Don’t use this  
number for urgent police business.) 
Interested in becoming a volunteer?  Call in at Bottesford Police Station and 
they will give you the information you need to decide if this is something you 
would like to do. They really are in need of more people – both men and women 
are welcome. 

10th Birthday Present 
 
Mr Ray Jackson, 
Chairman of The 
Vale of Belvoir 
U3A, presented a 
Gavel to Mrs 
Marilyn Robinson, 
Vice Chairman of 
the Village Hall 
Committee.  The 
presentation of the 
gavel is part of the 
ongoing events to 
celebrate the 10th 
Anniversary of the 
formation of The 
Vale of Belvoir 
U3A. Earlier in the 
day a luncheon 
had been held in the Village Hall for members of the U3A at which a bouquet 
of flowers was presented to Mrs Mary Taylor, Honorary President, who founded 
the U3A in Bottesford in September 1994. 

Scout Hut Land 
The dispute over the land at the side of the Scout Hut continues. At the Land 
Registry Hearing in September the Scouts conducted their own case and won, 
but the other party, the Grantham Christian Fellowship (GCF), has lodged an 
appeal at the High Court in London. We must now await the final outcome. 



 
PRIVATE TUITION 

By experienced teacher and examiner 
ENGLISH LITERATURE AND LANGUAGE 

KS3, G.C.S.E & ‘A’ LEVEL 
ENGLISH, MATHS & SCIENCE 

KS1 & KS2 

J.A.WILLIAMS B.A.,P.G.C.E. 

01949 839413 

A.M.J. Hallam 
Interior Decorating 
Home: 01949 839266 

January 

Sun 2nd 
10am 

Ramblers' Association, Vale of Belvoir Group. Join them at Mack-
ley's Bridge car park between Kinoulton and Owthorpe, for an 
easy 5.5 mile canal & field walk. 

Sun 2nd 
10.30am 
4pm 

 
St Mary’s Church, Family Service with Baptism. 
Traditional Carol Service – 9 Lessons & carols. 

Mon 10th 
7.15pm 

Parish Council meeting. Fuller Rooms, Bottesford. Residents are 
welcome as observers. 15 minutes at the start of the evening is a 
public participation period when you may ask questions or express 
your views. 

Tue 11th 
2.00pm  

U3A ‘Read All About It!’ Speaker: Alan Clayton. VC Hall. 

Thurs 13th 
7.30pm 

Local History Society ‘Life on the Grantham Journal’. Speaker 
Jenefer Muirhead. Fuller Rooms 

Fri 14th  
10-10.30am 
(and every 
2nd Friday of 
each 
month)  

‘Wriggly Readers’ at Bottesford Library.  Songs, stories, rhymes 
and books to share for babies and children with their parents or 
carer. Free of charge. 

Tue 18th 
11.00am  

U3A Annual General Meeting. VC Hall 

Tue 18th 
7.30pm  

WI Members Night VC Hall 

February 
Tues 1st 
3pm – 9pm 

Highways Dept public consultation display. Fuller Room 

Tue 8th 
2.00pm  

U3A ‘Magistrates in the Community’. Speaker: Maggie Wilson. VC 
Hall. 

Thurs 10th 
7.30pm 

Local History Society ‘Bottesford Church & its Monuments’. 
Speaker Michael Saunders. Fuller Rooms 

Fri 11th  
7.30pm 

'The Ghost Downstairs' by New Perspectives Theatre Company at 
the VC Hall.  Tickets etc, contact Beryl Stott, 01949 842522. 

Mon 14th 
7.15pm 

Parish Council meeting. Fuller Rooms, Bottesford. Residents are 
welcome as observers. 15 minutes at the start of the evening is a 
public participation period when members of the public may ex-
press their views. 

Thurs 17th 
7.30pm 

Environmental & Conservation Volunteers (BECV), 
VC Hall. Public and new members welcome. 

What’s On … What’s On … What’s On … What’s On …     

Important:  
To publicise your event in the ‘What’s On’ column for March & April, ring 844823 
or email d.taffs@btinternet.com by 29th January. 



 

SOAL GLASS & WINDOWS 
 

Quality PVCU Doors,  
Windows & Conservatories  

All your Glass and Glazing requirements  
Sealed Unit Manufacturer 

Plate Glass Specialist 

3 Church Street , off Market Place 

Bingham 
 

Tel 01949 831037 
OR 07887 655453 Emergency number 

Parish Council Notes 

 
11th October  
Bus Shelters:  The meeting discussed erecting bus shelters near to the Pinfold 
Lane/High St junction, another by Acacia Farm and a third opposite Jubilee Green. 
There are now four Police Officers allocated to the Parish. 
A planning application was received for an industrial development on Orston Lane.  
This may involve a road being constructed direct to the A52 to take traffic away 
from the village.  

8th November 
There are now only three police officers in the parish. 
More daffodils are to be planted at the entrances to the village. 
The supplier has still not removed the faulty bark from the play areas. 
The Council were in agreement with the Trusteeship of the Village Hall being held 
by the Charity Commission.  

Ramblers' Association, Vale of Belvoir Group. 
Join the Ramblers on January 2nd at 10.00am at Mackley's Bridge car park  
between Kinoulton and Owthorpe, for an easy 5.5 mile walk along the canal and 
across grassy fields. This walk is part of the Ramblers' Association Festival of  
Winter Walks and offers a 20% discount for any new members. So why not make 
it a New Year's Resolution to take up walking, get fit and make new friends. 

Wheelie bins for 2005 

Following a Council decision by Melton Borough Council ‘Wheelie bins’ are to be 
introduced across the whole Borough.  
Details of the size and the regularity of collection of wheelie bins is now under  
discussion at the Council and results are expected soon. For more information  
contact Raman Selvon on 01427 502502 or RSelvon@melton.gov.uk  
 

Telling the Parish Council your concerns 
If you wish to ask the Parish Council a question or want to tell them something you 
have two opportunities each month, the ‘open session’, which lasts for 15 minutes 
before every Parish council meeting, or a Saturday morning ‘surgery’.  
Parish Council meetings take place on the second Monday of the month, usually in 
the Fuller Rooms. The agenda is posted on the notice boards around the village if 
you wish to see what is being discussed and check the venue. Surgeries take place 
on the first Saturday of the month in the Fuller Rooms from 10.30 to 11.30am, 
with two councillors in attendance. 
Minutes of all meetings are now available on line at www.melton.gov.uk and paper 
copies are filed in the library. 
 

Parking enquiry considered 
County Councillor Byron Rhodes has asked the Highways department at Leicester-
shire County Council to look into parking in Bottesford. 
For more information contact Councillor Rhodes on 01949 860029 or by e-mail on 
brhodes@leics.gov.uk 
 
Ramping up 
The group working to develop a Skate Park in Bottesford is hoping that work on 
the ‘base’  can be started in late spring 2005.  But what is a ‘base’ and where is it 
going?   
Bottesford Parish Council is leasing the group an area of land near to the allot-
ments and next spring it is hoped that work will commence on digging out and 
preparing solid foundations that will support a durable surface.  This is an  
expensive process, but necessary to withstand the skateboarders unrelenting use.   
The group hopes to have the base and a number of ramps completed by summer 
2005, and fundraising will continue throughout next year to provide additional 
equipment.  Many thanks go to Mark and Sally Jones for their great effort in The 
Robin Hood Marathon, which raised over £300 for the project. 



 

Village Voice 
Contact information 
 
Editorial: Dilys Shepherd on 843505 or  
Susan Meech on 843402  
Advertising: Anne Ablewhite on 842259  
 

Deadline for March Issue: Saturday 22nd January 
 

E mail: villagevoice@bottesford.org.uk 
Or:  12 The Paddocks, Bottesford 
 
Whilst every care is taken in the printing of notices and adver-
tisements, the committee accepts no responsibility for any 
inaccuracies which may arise or consequences from them. 
Views expressed in the Village Voice do not necessarily reflect 
those of the committee. 

 Sports News 
Football club web site re launched 
For updates on results, league tables, fixtures, club history look at the web site 
www.bottesfordfc.co.uk. The club would like to thank Gordon Beech for all his 
work. 

Junior footballers needed 
Players are needed for the under 8s to under 16s teams. If you are interested 
please contact Sean Austin on 844006. Sean can also provide details of the  
Saturday morning training sessions for boys and girls 5 – 12. 

Under 12 footballers raise money for Children in Need 
The players were sponsored in an ‘invitation only’ competition in November. They 
played very well and scored 4 goals in 4 minutes in one of the heats, eventually 
being beaten by the winners. 
Under 9 footballers in the cup semi final 
The team is now in the “A” division and has made a very positive start with every 
game being a tough one. The cup semi-final will be played in the New Year. Good 
luck from Village Voice! 
 

Sunday league side 1980-81—a blast from the past! 

Back Row: includes Stuart Barrett, Stephen Hare, Colin Moore, Kevin Keep,  
George Donger, Nigel Smith.   
Front Row: includes Errol Marriott, Ian Smith, Mike Smith, John Howitt 

….Are there any volunteers who would 
enjoy a walk around the village every 
other month?  Village Voice is seeking 
extra helpers - of any age - to help with 
our door to door deliveries.  If you can 
help deliver within your village, taking 
no more than an hour of your time, 
please contact our Distribution Manager 
Anne Ablewhite on 842259. 
The Village Voice committee would like 
to say a big ‘thank you’ to those who 
distribute our newsletter every couple of 
months. We have over a dozen volun-
teers who turn out in all weathers to 
make sure that you get your copy. 

A little exercise...and a Thank You... 


