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The youth club at Muston 
has 8 new parent helpers 
who work on a monthly  
basis to keep the club open 
for the 15 young people 
who go there.  
Activities for the young people 

(aged 8 – 12) include table tennis 

and pool in the winter and Kwik 

cricket and football in the summer. 

There is also a tuck shop. 

For some time, the youth club had 

been run by Dawn and Laura Hal-

lam but they found that home and 

work commitments meant that 

they had to resign. Their work has 

been greatly appreciated and the 

children were sad to see them go 

and kept asking June Reed, “will 

the club be able to continue?” By 

August, June had found 8 volun-

teers (5 women and 3 men) who were willing to help out and provide a full range of activities. 

The club is open on Tuesday nights, during term time, at the old school in Muston from 7 – 8.30pm and the cost of admis-

sion is £1. If any young person would like to join, they should come along (with a parent) on any Tuesday, to talk to the 

helper on duty or ring June Reed on 842166. 

June would like to pass on her thanks to all the parents for keeping ‘the community spirit alive and well’. 

Muston Youth Club—alive and kicking! 

Coffee and Jam anyone?  
Come and have a chat at the coffee morning held every Tuesday morning in the Old School, Muston from 10.30 to noon.  

It is a very friendly, sociable get together with coffee, home-made cake and a chat.  It offers an opportunity for those liv-

ing alone and newcomers to get out of the house and meet their neighbours.  You can also have the chance to buy 

Hilary's home made jam, Mavis' eggs and fruit and vegetables from village gardens. 

Everyone is welcome. For more information ring June Reed on 842166. 

 

Congratulations! 
 
Bottesford Guides have 3 new Baden Powell Award winners in Rosie Redfern, Rachel Avison and Abigail Tonge. 

These 3 Guides had to complete 10 challenges and undertake an overnight bivouac. Their ultimate challenge involved be-

ing a ‘pauper’ in the Southwell Victorian Workhouse where they learned how to work in the garden, darn clothes and make 

jam.  Well done girls! 

 

Brrrrrrownies 
 
Not just the Brownies but all the groups who meet in the Scout and Guide Hut are suffering with the cold, because the 

heating system has broken down.  Can you help please?   If your children are in one of these groups, or they were in the 

past or may be in the future, please consider sending a donation.  These voluntary groups work with over 150 children 

and young people in the village, encouraging them to spend their time usefully and enjoyably within our community. 

See the enclosed flyer for more details on how you can help. 



 

 

L R Mees Ltd 
Call us for all your electrical needs 

Service sales  and electrical 
Engineers 

Established 37 years 
 

  5 Market Street         3 Shopping Centre 
  Bingham, Notts         Cotgrave, Notts 
  01949 838597           0115 9892312 

 

  ALISON EATON MCSP     
 CHARTERED PHYSIOTHERAPIST 

Registered with Health 

Professional Council 

 
18 Lime Grove, Bottesford 

Tel: 01949 843106 

Bottesford Village Envelope - first open evening 
In October, around 50 villagers at-

tended an evening open meeting in 

the VC Hall, chaired by Cllr David 

Wright, to hear Melton Borough 

Council’s Colin Wilkinson present 

the draft new plan for the Village 

Envelope and Important Open  

Areas.  Mr Wilkinson explained that 

this was only the first stage in a 3 

year consultation process involving 

the Parish Council and local people. 

Bottesford, classed as a Category 1 

village with a good range of local 

services, is a likely area for further 

housing development if new housing needs are not met in and around Melton.  

The first priority is to define the boundary of the Village Envelope and Important 

Open Areas within it, according to criteria laid down by central government.   

A lively discussion focussed on the proposed changes to Important Open Areas in 

the village, especially the Playing Fields next to the VC Hall and the Bowls Club.  

In the draft new plan, these would fall outside the boundary of the Village Enve-

lope and automatically lose their protected status.  Several villagers were con-

cerned that these important village facilities would be more vulnerable to develop-

ment as a result.  A copy of the draft plan was sent to all households in October, 

and villagers invited to send comments to the Parish Council.  For further informa-

tion, take a look at www.meltononline.co.uk/mldf.  

Colin Wilkinson (right) and David Wright 

Birds, trees and heritage 
The BECV (Bottesford Environment and 

Conservation Volunteers) have several 

new projects starting and are keen to 

welcome new volunteers to their group. 
One project will produce a leaflet allow-

ing visitors and residents to follow a His-

tory Trail around Bottesford.  This will 

identify important historical buildings and 

provide brief historical and factual infor-

mation.  Guidance is on hand from the 

Leicestershire Community Heritage Initia-

tive and the new Parish Heritage War-

den, Neil Fortey.  The group aims to 

have the leaflet ready for early summer 

and hopes to produce a series of trails 

along with an archive of reports, images 

and other information available via the 

internet and local libraries. 
Mature trees need to be valued and the 

group will complete an audit of trees in the Parish to ensure that important speci-

mens are considered for Tree Preservation Orders by Melton Borough Council. 
The Bird Box project has seen the group checking and cleaning existing boxes and 

plans are in place for more boxes around the parish. Look out in springtime and, if 

you see any feathered activity around their bird boxes, let the group know 

through their website linked to Bottesford Today on www.bottesford.org.uk  

Interested in taking part or carrying out a study to contribute to a project? Con-

tact Neil Fortey on 843320 or neilfortey@metronet.co.uk 

Latest crime information 
Want to find out the latest information on local crime issues? You can register 

with Neighbourhood Watch to receive an e-mail alert.  Not on the Internet?  Infor-

mation is also available from your local co-ordinator.  To find details of your local 

co-ordinator or to register for e-mails contact Dr Brian Kelk on 842241 or call in to 

our local police station. 



 

 STATHERN GARAGE 
 

We now service and repair 

 

Vehicle Air Conditioning 
   

Re-gas, Service   

Leak Test & Clean 
  

Prices from just  

£45.00 + VAT!! 
 

NEW WE NOW DO 

4 WHEEL ALIGNMENT 
 

      For prompt and personal  

attention, call in or ‘phone 
   

 (01949) 860205 

Jenny’s Gym Bottesford 
 

Limited New Membership 
Available 

 
£2 off introductory session upon 

 presentation of this advert 
 

01949 844807 

VIVIENNE 
MONEY  
Vivienne Money was born in 

West End Bottesford which has 

since given way to housing on 

the estate, encompassing 

Bowbridge and Pinfold Lanes 

and, where co-incidentally, the 

current West End Close is lo-

cated.  Vivienne, having lived in 

Bottesford all her life, began 

her links with the Library Ser-

vices some 29 years ago em-

ployed as a relief library assis-

tant at the library in the Belvoir 

High School.  The library relo-

cated to its current home at the 

Old School in Aug 95 where Vivienne has remained a lynchpin through her 
total dedication to the local community and its activities.  She has also been 

involved with the Bottesford Cub Scouts for the past 24 years and is still do-

ing so as their 'Akela' (Leader).  Her other interests include walking in the 

Lake District and Derbyshire Peaks - "too flat around these parts"! 

Lots on offer in our Library 
Much has changed since the early days of working in the library however, 

Vivienne still has fond memories of the 'Brown Issues' - the name given to 

the brown ticket holders used for recording details of books loaned to indi-

viduals.  Fines for overdue books then were either one or two old pence 

(less than 1p today!)   Now, fines are 16p per day for each day that books 

remain overdue.  In addition computers are used to record the issue and 

receipt of books as well as what books are available. 

The library has a wide selection including reference books and books on cas-

sette tapes.  It also boasts access to the Internet, which is available for any-

one to use, free of charge.  Once registered and allocated a PIN number, 

you can access the system using the on-line booking of hour long sessions.  

Internet taster sessions are held on the 1st Thursday of the month between 

2pm and 5pm - bookings can be made by contacting the library on 842696. 

On-line access to the library is available at  www.leics.gov.uk/libraries.  This 

website can be used for ordering books which costs a pound for adults and 

55p for senior citizens.  New books are delivered on Wednesdays and Fri-

days and all the books are changed on a 6-monthly rota.  Libraries are for all 

ages and develop a child's love of books.   

Wriggly Readers sessions are held for children aged 0-4 and their par-
ents/carers on the 2nd Friday of the month between 10 - 10.30pm.  For more 

information on this and the Bookstart scheme pop in or call the library. 
A mobile library visits Muston and Easthorpe fortnightly on Tuesdays.  There 

is also a volunteer delivery service for housebound individuals.  Opening 

times for the Bottesford library are:  
Mon 2pm-6pm  Thurs 2pm-6pm 

Tues 5pm-8pm  Fri 9am-12noon & 5pm-8pm 

Wed Closed  Sat 9.30am-1pm 

Get Fit for Life 
After the Christmas excesses how about learning how to lead a healthy life-

style?  The Get Fit for Life distance learning course, arranged between 

Loughborough College and Long Clawson Surgery, offers an opportunity to 

find out more about health, nutrition, and stress management.  Support is 

also available from a personal tutor to allow you to develop and implement a 

personalised exercise, weight management and stress management pro-

gramme.  And the course is free! 

Interested?  To find out more there is an introductory presentation on the 

12th January between 7.30 – 8.30pm at Long Clawson Surgery. Need more 

information?  Call Lisa Worden on 01509 618387. 



Ian Brookes 
BELVOIR CARPETS 

Bottesford 
Supplier and Fitter of all flooring 

 

Telephone 01949 842770 
Mobile 07976 433096 

Star Walker 
Bottesford Primary School is 

taking part in a Leicestershire 

County Council Initiative 

called the ‘Star Walker 

Scheme’. It has been estab-

lished to encourage pupils, 

parents and carers to walk to 

school, to reduce congestion 

around the school and pollu-

tion in the environment. 

The Year 5 children, who are 

running the scheme, have 

identified a ‘Star Zone’ out-

side which drivers will be 

asked to leave their cars, 

then walk the rest of the 

way. Local businesses have 

been asked to support the 

scheme by offering parking facilities outside the ‘Zone’. 

All pupils have been given a passport and are awarded a star each morning they 

walk to school. Pupils earn rewards such as a ‘reflector’, a pencil and a ‘Star 

Walker Bug’. The more you walk the more rewards. Children who travel by bus 

are also counted as walkers.  The aim is to encourage benefits to people’s health 

and to cut down on pollution, if only in a small way. 

A recent Parents’ Questionnaire has revealed that almost all are supporting the 

scheme, reporting ‘happy Star Walkers walking to school’ and ‘less traffic on 

Barkstone Lane in the mornings’. 

The Future of Secondary Education in the Vale of Belvoir 
Over the past few months, parents, primary and secondary schools Heads, Gov-

ernors and teachers, have been involved in a review of the education provision in 

the Vale.  The outcome of the review is of special interest for us locally, as it 

could affect the children who go to Bottesford Primary School.  An independent 

consultant to review the provision was commissioned by Leicestershire Education 

Authority.  A report published as a result of the review, described education pro-

vision in Leicestershire at present for secondary pupils as a ‘nightmare’ because 

different parts of Leicestershire have very different arrangements.  Some chil-

dren go on to secondary education at Year 6 (11+) whilst others transfer at Year 

5 (10+).  It is hoped to rationalize this provision, which could mean that Bottes-

ford children would stay on a further year at the primary school. 

The next step is to consult with the parents and professionals in the Melton 

Schools.  It is hoped to have a vision for secondary schools by January with op-

tions for consultation and an organizational plan in place by April for the whole of 

Leicestershire.  Any changes will be implemented by September 2009.  All in the 

Vale will be keen to see that any changes will meet the needs of the local com-

munity. 

No calendar in your 
stocking? 
If Santa let you down this 

year, why not treat yourself to 

a calendar with great views of  

Bottesford, while raising 

money for our Skate Park at 

the same time?  For just £5, 

this limited edition calendar, 

with photography by Steve  

Etherington, is available 

through Kieran Forsey on 

842844. 



William Pacey & Sons Ltd 
16 Castleview Road 

Easthorpe, Bottesford, Notting-
ham  

NG13 0DX 
LONG ESTABLISHED COMPANY 

TEL: 01949 842313 
BUILDING CONTRACTORS 

NEW HOMES         CENTRAL HEATING 
EXTENSIONS              BATHROOMS 
ALTERATIONS                KITCHENS 

SPOTLIGHT ON... 

“Bottesford Today” 

I wonder how many of our readers realise we have our very own website here 

in the Vale.  Well thanks to the endeavors and foresight by one individual we 

have - courtesy of Bottesford's very own webmaster - Norman Robinson. 

Norman, of Beacon View, 

moved to Bottesford some 10 

years ago after a transfer 

with IBM from Leeds to Not-

tingham.  Having always had 

an interest in computers and 

an understanding of his own 

company's reliance on web-

sites, he quickly realised 

there was potential for devel-

opment.  Self-taught and self-

funded he embarked on the 

inaugural website, supporting 

the publicity and advertising 

of events being held at the old village hall.  Requests then followed from other 

organisations to advertise various clubs activities and local events of interest 

and, from this, the website grew. 

'Bottesford Today' (www.bottesford.org.uk) still recognises the need to support 

the community and, in particular, the village and its activities.  It is well worth a 

visit; local information includes Neighbourhood Watch, Bottesford statistics and 

even up-to-date information on whether the trains using Bottesford station are 

on time!  It has links to local groups, local authority activities, media and also 

has access to past editions of the Village Voice, as well as the latest copy of the 

Village Guide. The site now boasts up to 120 hits each day with regular visits 

from Canada, Australia and New Zealand. 

To include items, share ideas or, if you wish to get involved, then contact Nor-

man either through the website, e-mail him at norman@bottesford.org.uk or call 

him on 844289. 

Leicestershire Villages – an alternative 

Our Parish also has an alternative website - www.leicestershirevillages.com.  

Funded by the Leicestershire Rural Partnership, the website is free to use and is 

waiting for you to try it out.  This site also has links to Melton on-line. 

Using this site you can: 

 

• Buy, sell or swap items on a village notice board 

• View or add your own local news 

• Add information / contact details for the football team, history group etc. 

• See all the events going on in the village or add your own to the calendar 

• Find your nearest community group, childcare facility, pub, restaurant etc. 

• Have your say in the local discussion forums 

• Post your photos of your village/events to the village photo gallery 

• Get involved with local history projects 

 

You can even take the plunge and become the Site Editor for our village 

There’s something for everyone so how can you get involved? 

It’s simple:  To add your own information, visit the website and register (you 

just need an e-mail address – if you haven’t got one our library can help).  Once 

registered you’re ready to start adding material.  It’s as easy as that.   

If you’d like more information contact Chris (cpoole@leics.gov.uk) or Lesley 

(lcarter@leics.gov.uk) or call on 01509 643448. 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

PRIVATE TUITION 
By experienced teacher and examiner 
ENGLISH LITERATURE AND LANGUAGE 

KS3, G.C.S.E & ‘A’ LEVEL 

ENGLISH, MATHS & SCIENCE 

KS1 & KS2 

J.A.WILLIAMS B.A.,P.G.C.E. 

01949 839413 

What’s On in January...What’s On in January...What’s On in January...What’s On in January...    

 And in February...  And in February...  And in February...  And in February...     

Sun 1st 10 am Ramblers Association 5½ mile walk starting at 

Eaton.  Contact Eileen on 875769 

Thurs 5th 2 – 4pm How to Publicise via the Internet (No experience 

necessary) and Internet Taster Session 

The Library. 1 hour sessions. Booking essential – 

842696. 

Sat 7th 10.30 – 11.30am Parish Council Surgery. Fuller Room 

Sun 8th 10.30 am Ramblers Association 8 mile walk in the Witham  

Valley, nr Grantham.  Contact Colin on 838979 

Mon 9th 7.30pm Village Voice meeting. Community Ctre, all welcome. 

Mon 9th 7.15pm Parish Council meeting, Fuller Rooms. Public wel-

come as observers.  7.15-7.30 Questions/comments. 

Tues 10th 1.30pm U3A AGM followed by Healthy Eating – Speaker 

Pauline Stephens. VC Hall. 

Thurs 12th 7.30pm Local History Society. Fuller Rooms. ‘My Pictures of 

Bottesford’ – Ted Rayson 

Fri 13th 10 – 10.30 Wriggly Readers. The Library Free. For details 

ring 842696 

Sun 15th 2.30pm East Midlands Orchid Society. VC Hall. All welcome. 

Contact Mike Armstrong - 842668 

Tues 17th  7.30pm W.I. Members’ Night. VC Hall. 

Thurs 19th 2 - 4pm Tea Dance - Ann Gibbons School of Dance, VC Hall 

£2.50pp 

Thurs 2nd 2 – 4pm Internet Sessions.  As Thursday 5th above. 

Sat 4th 10.30 – 11.30am Parish Council Surgery. Fuller Room 

Sat 4th 1.00 – 4.00pm Table-Top Sale, Redmile Church. (Table provided @ 

£5) Judith Wells 842804 

Mon 6th 7.30pm Village Voice meeting. Community Ctre, all welcome. 

Thurs 9th 7.30pm Local History Society. Fuller Rooms. ”Local History All 

Around Us” – John Hammond 

Fri 10th 10 – 10.30 Wriggly Readers. The Library Free. For details 

ring 842696 

Mon 13th 7.15pm Parish Council meeting, Fuller Rooms. Public wel-

come as observers.  7.15-7.30 Questions/comments. 

Tues 14th 2pm U3A – ‘SAGA - A World of Opportunity’ – Speaker 

Zoe McCormack. VC Hall. 

Weds 15th 2 – 4pm Clowning Around. The Library. 

Sun 19th 2.30pm East Midlands Orchid Society. VC Hall. All welcome. 

Contact Mike Armstrong - 842668 

Thurs 23rd 2 - 4pm Tea Dance - Ann Gibbons School of Dance, VC Hall 

£2.50pp 

 

 

For details of the Catholic Church, Grantham, telephone 01476 563935 

Important: To publicise your event in the ‘What’s On’ column for March & 

April, please ring 844823 or email d.taffs@btinternet.com by 20th January. 



 

SOAL GLASS & WINDOWS 
 

Quality PVCU Doors,  
Windows & Conservatories  

All your Glass and Glazing requirements  
Sealed Unit Manufacturer 

Plate Glass Specialist 

3 Church Street , off Market Place 

Bingham 
 

Tel 01949 831037 
OR 07887 655453 Emergency number 

Letters 
Phil & Edith Buck, like ourselves many years ago, left Bottesford for pastures 

new.  They chose Canada and we chose Australia.  Thank you Village Voice for the 

connection.  I have yet to answer their initial e-mail as, after 35 years, it will be at 

least 14 volumes!  Every week we catch up with all the local news in the Grantham 

Journal and, of course, your next publication when it appears. We look forward to 

the next edition.  Many thanks,   

Mick &Liz Bradshaw. E-mail lizbrad1@aol.com 
p.s. A Merry Christmas to you and all your many readers! 
      
May I, once again, on behalf of the Vale of Belvoir Lions Club, express my heartfelt 

thanks for the generous support given to us throughout the year but, in particular, 

at this year’s Annual bonfire (raising approximately £1750) and during our Christ-

mas house to house collections (figures unavailable at print).  In addition to the 

local financial support, particular mention is given to those unsung individuals who 

gave their free time to assist in the running and participation at both events.   With 

a very small Lions club membership and active numbers continuing to dwindle 

through ill-health, they have ensured the events could continue.  In doing so they 

have embraced and engendered that real community spirit and sense of belonging.  

Finally, thanks to Mr William (Bill) Roberts who, without his very kind gesture in 

allowing the bonfire and firework display to be held at the 'paddock', our commu-

nity would be a poorer place to be. 

With sincere good wishes to all and continued success in 2006. 

Clive Yates, President Vale of Belvoir Lions Club 
 
Early afternoon of 29th November saw a large amount of hardcore deposited on 

the road by the Cross and Stocks in Bottesford.  Stones, half bricks, lumps of con-

crete and earth were strewn across the road with such force that it covered the 

pavement, the area surrounding the stocks and even the forecourt in front of the 

butchers shop. Luckily there were no pedestrians in the area.  It does not require a 

great deal of imagination to realise how dangerous the incident could have been 

had there been pedestrians on the pavement – which could have happened when 

mums and young children could have been on their way to/from the schools. 

Luckily someone did appear on the scene to clear the mess up.  From my own ob-

servations there have been several instances when smaller amounts of hardcore 

and cereals have been “deposited” around Bottesford.  Having an “insecure” load 

is a chargeable offence under section 42 of the Road Traffic Act 1988 and there 

are probably some Health and Safety aspects to this situation whereby employers 

and employees also have a responsibility. This serious incident should serve as a 

“wake-up call” to those involved in these activities and I would ask them to learn 

from this and proceed with “due care and attention” – and with a secure load at all 

times.  A case of prevention is better than cure! 

Name and Address withheld 
 

 

Parish Council Notes 
October 
The police reported 6 crimes including 3 burglaries. 

Volunteers are litter picking at the Skatepark each weekend. The skatepark is to be 

closed at dusk.   Saturday surgeries are still being held 

November 

Neighbourhood Watch to consider producing information packs for local  

businesses. 

The HGV scheme has been signed off and should be in place in Spring 2006. 

The surface of Queen Street is to be repaired.  There was an excellent response to 

the consultation on the Village Envelope. 

Bus shelters: the Parish Council is waiting for a response from BT about cable run-

ning under one of the proposed sites. 

The flood defence working team wants to rewrite the flood plan and is awaiting  

agreement from the Environment Agency, Melton Planning Dept and British Water-

ways. The team would like to see the rivers dredged. 



 Sports News 

Phil’s Back! 
After a 2 year absence, the Village Voice edito-

rial team has been re-joined by Phil Salathiel.  

Phil, who assumes the role as Sports Edi-

tor/Chief Sports Reporter, has just retired from 

the Royal Air Force and now returns to the fam-

ily home in Bottesford on a full-time basis.  Hav-

ing lived here, albeit off and on, since 1984 he 

has been, and still is, actively involved with the 

Vale of Bevoir Lions Club. He is the one, usually 

seen up to his armpits in water, following the 

ducks during the Annual Duck Race held on Box-

ing day or showing-off his culinary skills when 

the 'Lions' are barbecuing at local events.  He 

has also recently been seen 'running the line' at 

the Bottesford FC under 13s matches.   

Despite his Welsh heritage (past demise of 

Welsh Rugby with the exception of last season's 

success at the Six Nations) and being a life long 

supporter of Everton FC, his passion for all 

sports, as a participator and spectator made it a 

natural choice for him to 'volunteer' his services.  

He is keen and enthusiastic to promote all our 

local clubs through the medium of the VV and 

has already made contact with many clubs to 

date.   However, if you are involved with any 

club(s) and sports teams, have newsworthy 

items, forthcoming events and/or you wish to 

promote your club's activities then contact him 

on 843034 or drop him an e-mail at 

psalathiel@btinternet.com.  He's waiting to take 

your call and looks forward to seeing you at 

your future events! 

Joe’s a Champion! 
Joe Forsey from Easthorpe, 

Bottesford won the coveted 

Midlands’ Golden Belt Boxing 

final in December 2005 at 

Coventry. Boxing in Class C 

for 16 year olds between 60 

– 63 kilos Joe, who had pre-

viously won the East Mid-

lands title at Eastwood Not-

tingham, beat off stiff com-

petition from the West Mid-

lands winning the final 5 – 2 

on points. Joe, along with 

Billy Binch, also from the 

village, train at the Bingham 

Box i ng  C l ub .  De r ek 

Broombridge, head coach 

said, “This is a great 

achievement for Joe who didn’t start boxing until he was 14”. If there are any 

other young people who would like to know more about the Boxing and the fit-

ness training, phone Derek on 01949 837224.  

Joe Forsey (left) and Billy Binch 
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