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Village Voice
The newsletter of the villages of Bottesford, Easthorpe, Muston & Normanton January 2007 Issue No. 27

Bottesford in the 1950’s

Village Voice would like to thank Bill Roberts for giving us access to his collection of photos of the village.
The photos were taken by Ted Rayson, who has agreed we can publish them in our newsletter. Ted has been photo-
graphing events in and around Bottesford for more than 50 years, recording high days, holidays and work done by Bill
Roberts, including the building of Belvoir High School. Some pictures were taken to record staff social events such as the
one in the photo above. This was taken in the old Village Hall around 1956, and shows Mr and Mrs Roberts on the left on
the top table. Peter Topps and Ray Pritchett have supplied many of the names of those present, including Alex Bagnall,
Ken Greasley, Ted Parnham, Arthur Beedham, Joe Jallands, Norman Chappell, Ernie Wright and Herbert Smart. Please
contact us if you spot a familiar face — or perhaps your own! The Bottesford Living History Project (see page 5) is hoping
to collect all the names at a future exhibition in 2007.

The photo on the back page, also by Ted Rayson, shows the nearly completed Belvoir High School, built by Mr Roberts
and his workforce, completed in 1958.

Village Guide
We will be publishing a new Village Guide in 2007 with information about local groups and societies. If you have started a
new group in the last two years, please contact us and we will include you — our details are on the back page.

© Ted Rayson
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L R Mees Ltd
Call us for all your electrical needs

Service sales and electrical
Engineers

Established 37 years

5 Market Street 3 Shopping Centre
Bingham, Notts Cotgrave, Notts
01949 838597 0115 9892312

Lara House raises funds for Children in Need

The children, parents and staff at Lara House Day Nursery recently raised over
£60 for Children in Need. Children baked and sold Pudsey Bear biscuits and
cakes, held a fancy dress day, face painting and a teddy bears’ picnic. This is a
picture of their Pre-School group on the day. Many thanks to all who contrib-
uted.

Christmas Productions at Bottesford Primary School
Children at Bottesford primary school were involved in three Christmas produc-
tions in December.
The Foundation Unit (Ash Class), gave performances of the traditional Christmas
Story. Years 1 and 2 (Oak and Beech) performed "The Smallest Star" telling the
story of a small star who was teased by the other stars. In the end, however, he
was special because he was just the right size to fit over the stable at Bethlehem
and shine for Jesus.
The Junior classes (Lime, Willow, Hawthorn, and Sycamore) sang carols and per-
formed traditional stories from France, Italy, Germany and Spain. The govern-
ment plans to introduce languages into primary schools in the near future so it
was felt that this would be a good introduction for the children..

Third Anti-Bullying Week at Bottesford Primary school
The children took part in Anti-Bullying week in late November. The Key Stage
(KS) 1 children looked at 'Ways of being a good friend' and the KS 2 children
'Being a bold bystander'. The Friday assembly was used to bring together the
week's work. A whole school display of 'hands' showing the children's ideas
was co-ordinated by Mrs Totham.

Belvoir Angels Pram Service
The Belvoir Angels Pram Service is held in St Mary’s Church Bottesford, on the
1st and 3rd Tuesdays of each month at 10.30am. Coffee and biscuits are avail-
able after the service.

The first ser vice was held in October with eleven
mums and fourteen children attending. For more information contact Judith
Wells at the Benefice Office on 842859.

Ph oto courtesy of Marion Cole
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Vale of Belvoir University of the Third Age (U3A)
Let’s Circle on 13 thMarch 2007 2.p.m V.C. Hall
If you are over 50
and retired or semi-
retired then U3A
cordially invites you
to this meeting.
Once a year our
U3A holds a ”Let’s
Circle” afternoon
where members get
to see what other
circles/groups have
been doing during
the year. This
would be an ideal
time to come along
have a drink and a
chat and find out
more about the U3A and
what they do. They meet on
the 2nd Tuesday of each month at 2pm in the V C Hall and they look forward
to meeting you. For more information contact Miranda Martin on 843519

The Bottesford Gala Committee
Work is well underway organising the May Day Gala due to be held on Monday
7th May 2007. The new committee is looking for fresh ideas for things to do,
volunteers to help on the day and new people to help with organising the
events. They would also like to hear from any groups who would be interested
in taking part in a demonstration of what they do, or who could benefit finan-
cially from being at the Gala.
If you are interested then please go along to the next meeting in the Village
Hall at 8.00pm on Thursday 11 th January or contact John Ronan on 842773.

Autumn Fayre
Well done to all those involved in the Autumn Fayre which made a whacking
£850 for VC Hall funds!

Volunteer Transport
Village Voice mentioned in its last issue the Melton Voluntary Transport
scheme. Please note that the number to call is 01664 482903.

Neighbourhood Watch
If you have access to the Internet then you should consider the Neighbour-
hood Watch (NHW) alert system which operates locally, free of charge.
Here is an example of the kind of message that is issued when a problem
occurs: A recent message warned - “Look to your own security” -
“In view of the continued series of burglaries where properties are entered by
rear doors/windows forced open by flat-bladed implements, the NHW is issuing
this security warning. Typically these burglars target properties with dark back
gardens. Don't think you are safe simply because you have window locks fit-
ted. Typical goods stolen are electronic entertainment equipment (TVs, com-
puters, etc). Disturbingly, in the last few days, we have also received reports
from Bottesford residents of people snooping around in back gardens and adja-
cent open spaces during the night (as late as 5 am). Residents are recom-
mended to improve the lighting at the rear of their properties and to use
alarms and locks . People particularly vulnerable are those whose houses have
dark rear and/or side gardens and are adjacent to dark fields or similar open
spaces.”
NHW is still keen to offer help if you are not on the internet – contact the NHW
co-ordinator Brian Kelk if you need more information, or if you wish to sign up
to the Alert system, on 842241.

Cartoonist Keith Armstrong presenting an illustrated
talk to members at their October meeting
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Ian Brookes
BELVOIR CARPETS

Bottesford
Supplier and Fitter of all flooring

Telephone 01949 842770
Mobile 07976 433096

Staples 2 Naples - the ‘backup’ crew’s view
Remember Howar d Matthews’s sponsored drive across Europe in his
£100 zebra-striped and elderly Sirocco?

Howard’s wife Anne also made
the jour ney, following in her Ren-
ault so that, having scrapped the
Sirocco in Naples (if it made it
that far), they could take a well
earned holiday!
The trip started with Anne waving
Howard and his co-driver off from
Bottesford – and then losing
them within 10 minutes! (but
they’d only gone for petrol….).
In Calais over 100 decorated cars
– with crews in silly costumes –

registered for the 4 day drive. Day 1, and a 600 mile dash, got them through the
Swiss border; Day 2 saw the crews travelling through chocolate box scenery, and
many tunnels, to the ski resort of Aprica. A water fight between teams wielding
super-soakers – while dressed as characters from Reservoir Dogs - started Day 3!
On the final day they travelled through Italian vineyards and olive groves into
Naples . The Scirocco? It finished just two minutes before the 7pm deadline in
Castel Volturno on the west coast – a great result! Although no prizes were won
the experience was wonderful and now the question Anne has is “Will we do it
again next year?” Hopefully yes!
Howard and David raised just over £2,000 for Macmillan Cancer Support.

New courses for 2007 at Bottesford Community Centre,
from 8th January
When Christmas is over it’ s time to start planning for your holidays. Bottesford
Community Centre is on your doorstep, adjacent to Belvoir High School. It offers
language classes for people at all levels of ability, so you have plenty of time to
pick up (or brush up) some basics before your trip. Intermediate level courses are
currently running in Italian and Spanish and, in 2007, beginners Greek and Span-
ish will start.
Courses take place at the centre in the day time and the evening. Those currently
running include drawing and painting, making jewellery with beads, family history,
digital photography and practical computer skills.
The centre is a small and friendly place where adults can learn new skills and
meet new people at the same time. It also houses a crèche which offers childcare
for children of learners doing some daytime courses.
For more information, or to register for 2007 classes, call 844199.

Our Parish Councillors

Jackie Goode, Barbara Coleman, Ian Kitchener (Vice Chairman), Barbara Taylor
(Clerk to Parish Council), Roger Turnbull (Chairman) David Slater, Pru Chandler,
Barbara Pizzey and David Wright. (not pictured — Fred Stott)
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William Pacey & Sons Ltd
16 Castleview Road

Easthorpe, Bottesford, Nottingham
NG13 0DX

LONG ESTABLISHED COMPANY
TEL: 01949 842313

BUILDING CONTRACTORS

NEW HOMES CENTRAL HEATING
EXTENSIONS BATHROOMS
ALTERATIONS KITCHENS

SPOTLIGHT ON…
Vale of Belvoir Theatre Group

The Vale of Belvoir Theatre Group was formed in September 2000. Their first
excursion was to the Haymarket, Leicester and the number of outings has
increased steadily year on year.

Members go to a variety of events at local theatres, outdoor theatres and
events in village halls in Nottinghamshire, Leicestershire and Lincolnshire.
There are less than twenty members with a range of tastes; some go to lots of
events in a season - some to very few. Most prefer matinees, which may be
combined with a trip to a local restaurant for lunch.
They are always keen to try new things; from drumming to opera; Shake-
speare to monologues; and Manfred Mann to the New Rope String Band. They
have seen a fantastic performance on an allotment in Newark - and terrible
productions in large theatres.
They meet three times a year when members select what they want to see -
the rule is that 'if two people want to go, then it is added to the list! The or-
ganisation of the trips, and arranging transport, is shared by members.
Outings this season include 'How Steeple Sinderby Wanderers Won the FA
Cup' at Aslockton village hall; 'Pirates of Penzance' at the Theatre Royal in Not-
tingham; and 'Withering Looks' at the Guildhall Theatre in Grantham. If you
would like to join, call Susan Meech on 843402 or email
s_meech@yahoo.co.uk .

Discovery at the Deli
It started with a chat over the cheese counter in the Malthouse Deli. Nicky and
Andy, the owners, told Bottesford Living Histor y Project co-ordinator Neil Fortey
that the building really was a malthouse and was once much bigger than it is
today. You can see traces of the old building where the wall was rendered in The
Bull car park. They discussed old buildings in general and to Neil’s delight they
offered to lend the Project the past deeds and insurance documents to their own
house. Dating back to 1744, these are exquisitely written on parchment with
seals, starting with sonorous phrases such as, ‘ This indenture made the eleventh
day of May in the seventeenth year of the Reign of our Sovereign Lord George
the Second by the Grace of God King of Great Britain and Ireland King Defender
of the Faith….’Neil was particularly interested to find references to the sale by
the Vestry (precursor of the Parish Council) of the Bottesford Workhouse in
1828. How many people know there was once a village workhouse? The project
is working to compile the history of old buildings in the parish, who lived in them
and what they were used for. If you have old photographs, deeds or other infor -
mation to add, please get in touch with Neil on 843320.
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PRIVATE TUITION
By experienced teacher and examiner

ENGLISH LITERATURE AND LANGUAGE
KS3, G.C.S.E & ‘A’ LEVEL

ENGLISH, MATHS & SCIENCE
KS1 & KS2

J.A.WILLIAMS B.A.,P.G.C.E.
01949 839413

What’s On in January...What’s On in January...What’s On in January...What’s On in January...

And in February...And in February...And in February...And in February...

Important: To publicise your event in the ‘What’s On’ column for March &
April, please ring 844823 or email d.taffs@btinternet.com by 20 thJanuary.
Remember. If you don’t tell us we can’t tell them!

Sat 6th10.30 – 11.30am Parish Council Surgery. Fuller Room

Sun 7th4pm Epiphany Carol Service. St. Mary's Church

Mon 8th7.15pm Parish Council meeting. Fuller Rooms. Resi-
dents welcome as observers and may ad-
dress the council with concerns/questions
at the start of the meeting.

Tues 9 th1.30pm and at
2pm

U3A AGM, followed by: “The Work of the
RSPB” – John Clews. VC Hall

Thurs 11th7.30pm Local History Society. “Bingham – market
town through the ages” - Valerie Henstock.
Fuller Room

Thurs 11th8.00pm May Day Gala meeting at V C Hall – all wel-
come. Contact John Ronan 842773

Tues 16th7.30pm W.I. Members' Night. VC Hall.

Sun 21st10am Vale of Belvoir Ramblers – meet at
Woolsthorpe by Belvoir village hall car park.
12miles. Bernard 01476 567929

Thurs 11th—Sat 13th

Doors open 6.00pm
“Aladdin” at Belvoir High School. Tickets
from Bingham Leisure Centre and Bingham
Library. Contact Helen Wells 876801

Sat 3rd10.30 – 11.30am Parish Council Surgery. Fuller Room

Mon 5th7pm Heritage Project Group. Fuller Rooms. All
welcome.

Thurs 8th7.30pm Local History Society. “How did Long Ben-
nington get like it is today?”
Mr B Widdowson. Fuller Rooms.

Mon 12th7.15pm Parish Council meeting. Fuller Rooms.
See 8th January

Tues 13th2pm U3A “Life of a Minister's Wife” – Gillian
Clarke. VC Hall

Weds 14th12.45pm Health Walk (Start 1pm, takes 30 – 60
mins). Welby Practice. All welcome. Jayne or
Lesley 842325

Tues 20th7pm W.I. Annual Meeting and Supper. VC Hall

Rosie May bench dedication
The bench, sited next to the ford through the River Devon, was dedicated on
Saturday 4th November. The Rosie May Memorial Fund has now raised
£86,000 and the building of two Rosie May Homes in Sri Lanka, for Tsunami
orphans, will begin early in December and be completed by May 2007. If any-
one is interested in sponsor ing a child at one of the homes, please go to
www.rosie-may.com
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I was just surfing the web and came across your website. I was born in Gran-
tham in 1958 and we lived in a bungalow called Eiger in Muston until around
1962 - my father is Ken Hedley and mum was Gladys who sadly passed away a
couple of years ago. All my life I have been regaled with lovely stories about
Muston, a lady called Cathy who lived on a farm along the road from us, and vari-
ous other characters, obviously I was too young to remember.
Sorry to trouble you but it just brought things back reading about places that
stood out in my mind. One day, when we get a chance, we`ll maybe have a trip
up and look around.
You can see where we live and what we do now on our website -
www.periodstone.co.uk If anyone would like to send me an email it’s ok, my mail
address is periodstone@hotmail.co.uk
All the best, Nigel Hedley

As expected, the Vale of Belvoir Lions Club Annual bonfire was a huge success
and many thanks to Mr Bill Roberts for generously allowing the event to take
place in the Paddock. A dry clear night contributed to the turnout which must
have been the biggest ever - the queues at both entrances had to be seen to be
believed. It was testament to the hard work leading up to and during the event
that the profits this year are in excess of £2600.
Any event of this magnitude is reliant on intensive manpower – and the Lions
were ably supported by the Bottesford Scouts and other unsung volunteers with-
out whose help the event could not have been staged.
On a slightly sour and regrettable note the mindless actions of one or more indi-
viduals could seriously have jeopardised the future of this annual event. The se-
creting of fireworks in the bonfire prior to it being lit was irresponsible and it beg-
gars belief that anyone could be so stupid knowing the dangers and conse-
quences. It was very fortunate that no-one was hit and seriously hurt by these
rogue fireworks.
If the Lions are fortunate to have a bonfire in future years then limits will have to
be placed on bonfire material. The practice by some of tipping rubbish into the
Paddock expecting that it will be burnt is far removed from reality. Costs were
incurred for removing dumped material which could not be burnt, including a
mattress thrown onto the bonfire after people left and the Paddock locked.
On a positive note all monies raised will go to benefiting local charities. The Lions
are, once again, indebted to the generous and continuing support of those at-
tending.
Lion President Phil Salathiel, Vale of Belvoir Lions Club
October

Melton Borough Council (MBC) is looking at what people put in their bins
Sept. police incidents: 24 recorded crimes inc. 15 windscreen wipers and 3
slashed tyres; 2 burglaries; clay pigeon traps stolen from Orston lane; caravan
stolen; car burnt out.
A grit spreader to be bought for the parish warden.
MBC considering a one way system around Queen Street, Chapel Street and Al-
bert Street.
New leader appointed at youth club

November
A village litter picker has started work.

Information on planning in Melton
Have you look at the “Melton On Line” website www.meltononline.co.uk to find
information on outstanding planning applications, general guidelines on what re-
quires planning permission, all and lots more.

SOAL GLASS & WINDOWS

Quality PVCU Doors,
Windows & Conservatories

All your Glass and Glazing requirements
Sealed Unit Manufacturer

Plate Glass Specialist

3 Church Street , off Market Place
Bingham

Tel 01949 831037
OR 07887 655453 Emergency number

Letters

Parish Council Notes
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“The Paddock” at Peacock Farm, Redmile
B & B & Self Catering Accommodation

Call 01949 842475
www.peacock-farm.co.uk

Across the Andes
Fiona Fairhurst, a Leicestershire & Rutland Endurance GB member from
Normanton, has decided to take on what could be the biggest chal-
lenge of her life to raise thousands of pounds for young people across
the UK by undertaking the Trans Andes Horseback Challenge - 150km
Across the Snow Capped Andes Mountains - in Support of The Prince’s
Trust, in January 2007.
Fiona will be spending an unforgettable ten days in Chile and Argentina “I’m so
excited and committed about taking on such a phenomenal challenge and I have
an intense training schedule so I’m fully prepared for this experience. We’re look-
ing for donations no matter how large or small to help us raise as much as possi-
ble to help young people in the UK get their lives back on track”.
Please help by sponsoring Fiona www.justgiving.com or contact her for more
information Tel 0784 1143032.

Re-organisation of
Secondary Education
in The Vale and Melton
View from Belvoir High School
If I was a mountain climber, I would say
the view was inspiring and magnificent.
The climb has been long and arduous but
it’s been worth it – now I’ve just got to
get down the other side. I am sure that
readers will be aware that the pressure
for re-organisation has existed in The
Vale for a long time and I have no intention of rehashing the reasons for change
yet again. The issue is no longer about the whys and wherefores of change but
rather ‘what are we going to create’ and ‘how should this vision be implemented’.
For The Vale, I believe we need a community school that does more than simply
deliver education to those aged 11 to 16 years. The Vale of Belvoir is one of the
most deprived areas in Leicestershire in terms of access to ser vices and the new
school provides an opportunity to address the problem, building on the excellent
community provision managed currently through the community centre.
The changes in Melton will also have an impact in The Vale, whatever the even-
tual outcome of the consultation, because many if not most of our post-16 stu-
dents will continue to look there for 6th Form and Further Education provision; it
is important therefore that the new Belvoir school is involved in the planning for,
and management of, that provision to ensure that our youngsters’ interests are
properly represented.
However, the re-organisation also gives us the oppor tunity to develop partner-
ships with schools and colleges closer to home in Lincolnshire and Nottingham-

shire, to ensure that our young people get
what is best for them. And, of course, in
the meantime there is the little matter of
ensuring that those already in the system
continue to get a quality education. As I
said at the start, the view is inspiring but
there is still a long way to go.
Jonathan Sherwin, Head Teacher

View from Bottesford Primary
The staff are very pleased that they will
have children through to year six. They will
be able to see the results of all their hard
work in the KS 2 SATS. The maturity of the
older pupils is also very valuable as they
can be role models for the younger chil-
dren.
Louise McGrory, Headteacher

Village Voice
Contact information
Editorial:
Dilys Shepherd on 843505 or
Susan Meech on 843402

Advertising:
Anne Ablewhite on 842259

Deadline for Jan Issue: Tuesday 4th Dec
www.bottesford.org.uk/village_voice.htm

Email: villagevoice@bottesford.org.uk
Or: 12 The Paddocks, Bottesford

Whilst every care is taken in the printing of
notices and advertisements,  the committee
accepts no responsibility for any inaccuracies or
consequences which may arise from them.
Views expressed in the Village Voice do not
necessarily reflect those of the committee.

© Ted RaysonBelvoir High School


