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L R Mees Ltd 
Call us for all your electrical needs 

Service sales  and electrical 
Engineers 

Established 37 years 
 

  5 Market Street         3 Shopping Centre 
  Bingham, Notts         Cotgrave, Notts 
  01949 838597           0115 9892312 

A Grand Day Out or Mr Dewey Takes Charge 
On May 5th an audience of over 100, 
together with actors, marshals and cam-
era crew, packed into the Fuller Room, 
decked out like a 1950s school, at the 
start of the Living History Project’s 
drama event created by Julia Tobin. The 
cast, more than 40 volunteer actors 
aged from 5 to 70, including Dave 
McCormack all the way from Hinckley, 
Rev. Robin Stapleford and Jules herself, 
portrayed scenes and memories from 
Bottesford and Muston’s past, assisted 
by Circle Up Drama Group, the Ann Gib-
bons School of Dance, and a blessing 
from our Rector.   
Mr Dewey, aided by Miss Walker and 
Mrs Logg, gave a lesson in The Three 
R’s, then led the class via Fleming’s 

Bridge and the Rectory ford, stopping to hear the stories of folk met along the way.  
Bill Roberts had the novel experience of watching a portrayal of himself water divin-
ing in his paddock. Stan Laurel and Oliver Hardy made a guest appearance, after 
many years absence, regaling the audience at the Bull. Everyone consumed excel-
lent tea and scones in the old school dining room (Baptist Chapel) served by Mrs 
Tinkley and Mrs Parnham. Top marks all round, and a big ‘Thank you’ to all who 
helped and took part. 
The next Living History event will be the Second Local History Exhibition in the 
Fuller Rooms during August Bank Holiday weekend.  If anyone has photos and ar-
tefacts such as old tools, tins/packages of groceries, etc. to display in the exhibi-
tion, then please contact Neil Fortey on 843320. 
 

...and another Grand Day out - Bottesford's 30th Gala 
The sun shone, the temperature rose and a record crowd flocked to the Village Hall 
field for the Gala, where there was something for everyone. For the children, a 
Punch and Judy, an activity bus, a bouncy castle and donkey rides. There were 
many stalls, both on the field and in the village hall, and the refreshments were 
'going like hot cakes'. Entertainment in the arena included the dog agility competi-
tion and maypole dancing by children from the Primary School.  The Pirouette 
Dancing School pupils showed off their skills, as did the members of the Allington 
and Bottesford Karate School.  The Vale of Belvoir Lions won the tug-of-war (all 
that practice at pulling strings); the Derbyshire Serenaders Marching Band led the 
procession and May Queen Millie Paine, with her attendants Hannah Dixon and 
Tegan Williams, rode in an open top Rolls Royce. 
The Gala Committee was made up of many people who represented local organisa-
tions.  These volunteers worked through the year and were able to buy much 
needed permanent equipment with two grants.  A grant of £4,570 was awarded by 
The Big Lottery (Awards for All) and Melton Borough Council gave £500.  Sponsors, 
too numerous to mention, contributed to make the event an undoubted success 
and thanks go to all who worked so hard to produce such a great Gala. 
The Village Hall Committee was delighted to have raised over £1,000 for its funds.  
They couldn’t have done this without the invaluable help of the members of the 
Bottesford WI who provided raffle and tombola prizes, cakes for the cake stall and 
helped serve refreshments throughout the long hot day.  As a committee member 
said “We owe them a big, big thank you!” 

Special thanks to our front page May Day photographers:   
Carl Ebrey (CE), Neil Forty (NF), Mark Pugh (MP),Tony Taffs (TT) 
 

Dance for Rosie May  
Now an annual event, the competition attracted over 80 dancers and raised £2,650 
for the charity that Rosie May’s parents founded in her memory to help Sri Lankan 
orphans of the tsunami. The winners were Amy Lungley, Lee Wood and Matilda 
Rayner. 
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Friends of Chernobyl’s Children (FOCC) 
On 14th April the Edinburgh Woollen Mill, 
Grantham, held another Fashion Show in 
Bottesford raising funds to bring the 
FOCC children to the Vale.   Always a 
popular event, the queues began half an 
hour before the doors opened!  The vol-
unteer models did a tremendous job 
showing us a good selection of clothes 
for both young and old, and men and 
women.  The evening made £221 and 
was all the more enjoyable for a cup of 
tea and a piece of home made cake dur-
ing the interval. 
 

Here is a photo of all of the 13 children who 
have come to visit us for a month for some respite care in the Vale of Belvoir.  This 
is their second visit and they go home on the 4th July. 

 

The Great Glen Challenge 
On Friday 9th May, Grant Willis and friends Geoff Gregory and Alan Ditchburn com-
pleted the Great Glen Challenge.   

Setting off from Inver-
ness they completed the 
73 mile walk to Fort Wil-
liam through beautiful 
countryside and rugged 
terrain.  Grant’s family 
hosted a FOCC child for 5 
years and Grant and his 
friends have generously 
donated the £450 raised 
by this magnificent 
achievement to the 
Friends of Chernobyl’s 
Children, Vale of Belvoir 
group. 

Phil and Jen Salathiel 
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Ian Brookes 
BELVOIR CARPETS 

Bottesford 
Supplier and Fitter of all flooring 

 

Telephone 01949 842770 
Mobile 07976 433096 

Synchronised Skating  
Megan Illsley (13), a pupil of KGGS, is a member of the Nottingham Syn-
chronized Skating Academy and attends training regularly at Nottingham 
Ice Arena with her team, the Rocking Robins.  

Megan says “Synchronized Skating is one of the fastest growing ice sports. There 
are five teams training at Nottingham and we have just had 20 new members start 
so the ice is hectic at the minute! I love ice skating and this sport has helped me to 
bring out the best of my ability.” 
The Rocking Robins have competed in the open championships in Dumfries and 
have recently competed in the British championships at Sheffield Ice Arena finish-
ing 7th.  

 

A marathon effort 
Remember a recent Village  
Voice article mentioning Tina 
Fisher’s plan to run the Lon-
don Marathon, with friend 
John Sayer, to raise funds for 
a flat for families to stay in 
while their children are re-
ceiving cancer treatment in 
Nottingham?  Well, Tina suc-
cessfully completed her run 
in 6hrs 28 minutes.  
Tina told Village Voice that 
she was still running at the 
18 mile mark and enjoying 
the support of the crowds.  
Then the hail began and it got very cold.  At 24 miles Tina 
was in the company of some firemen and, despite being tired, managed to sprint 
with them to the finish line – and won! 
Tina and John raised a fantastic £5,000 and, along with friends and colleagues, 
have raised an impressive £200,000.  Tina says, “We couldn’t have done it without 
your donations and support”.   Well done Tina! 

 

Three Notable Bottesford Anniversaries in 2008! 
50 years:  Belvoir High School will celebrate its 50th birthday in 2008/2009.  
25 years:  The Sports Hall was opened in June 1973 and  
20 years:  Work on the Bottesford By-pass commenced in 1988 
 
A full report outlining the history of these events will be in the next issue of Village 
Voice. 

Tina Fisher and John Sayer 



Success for WI darts team 
The team finished top of the league once again and were winners in the final at 
Ollerton. In the play off for the Kyle trophy, Joyce Smith was the winner with 
Anne Reek runner up.  If anyone wishes to join the WI they should contact Val 
Marriott (president) on 842146 or Angela Kapellar (secretary) on 842043. 

SPOTLIGHT ON…Gerald Rastall 
What a difference a few years make to the last farm labourer in Bottesford... 

Do you recognise the face under the Joe Brown hairstyle, or the person by 
the tractor?  It is none other than Gerald Rastall, and he is still wearing his 
wellies!  Gerald (or Ratty) has lived in Bottesford for 57 years.   Most people 
know him as the happy-go-lucky farm worker driving a tractor with ‘thumbs 
up’ as he passes by with a smile on his face.  
 He was born on the 9th October, 1942 and moved to Bottesford when he was 
8 years old, with his brothers Peter, Lionel (Trout) and sister Doreen. He left 
school at 15 and worked for Len Palmer on Church Lane, then Aubrey Norris 
and on Ken Greasley’s pig farm. In 1992 he went to work for Stan Taylor 
looking after the sheep, cattle and pigs.   Although he retired in October 2007 
at 65, in his words “I can’t just sit at home all day!”    
Gerald has a wife Jean, children Andrew, Vivienne, Emma and Philip and five 
grandchildren. He was brought up on Station Road with plenty of animals 
including chickens, cade lambs, goats, calves, dogs, cats and any other strays 
that came along. 

Front row - Janet Kyle, Joyce Smith, Pat Burton, Anne Reek and Margaret Melcalfe.  
Back row – Pat Rollings, Glenys Claricoats, Nicola Moxham, Helen Barker and Angela Kappellar 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 
  

PRIVATE TUITION 
By experienced teacher and examiner 

ENGLISH LITERATURE AND LANGUAGE 

KS3, G.C.S.E & ‘A’ LEVEL 
ENGLISH, MATHS & SCIENCE 

KS1 & KS2 

J.A.WILLIAMS B.A.,P.G.C.E. 

01949 839413 

What’s On in July...What’s On in July...What’s On in July...What’s On in July...    

And in August... And in August... And in August... And in August...     

 For details of the Catholic Church, Grantham, telephone 01476 563935 

 
To publicise your event in the ‘What’s On’ column for September / October 
please ring 844823 or email d.taffs@btinternet.com by 21st July. 

Fri 4th 10-10.30am Wriggly Readers at Bottesford Library. Babes to young 
children; songs, rhymes, stories. 
 

Sat 5th & Sun 6th 
10.30 am  to 4.30 
pm 

VOB Lions Open Gardens - Proceeds to Campaign Sight 
First II and Lions Laser Appeal for Newark  
Hospital.  Admission by programme £2.50 per per-
son.  Contact Phil Salathiel 843034. 
 

Tues 8th 2pm U3A Annual Garden Party. 

Weds 9th 12.45pm 
for 1.00pm 

Health Walk, meet outside Welby Practice, Walford 
Close. See posters in surgeries for details. All welcome. 
 

Sat 12th Bowls Club Gala Knockout Competition. New members 
welcome – contact Bernard Hawes 843206. 
 

Mon 14th 7.15pm Parish Council meeting. Fuller Rooms. Residents are 
welcome as observers and for 15 minutes at the start 
may address the council with concerns or questions. 
 

Tues 15th 7.15pm W.I. ‘Spinning’, Mrs Kathleen Panter. VC Hall. 

 Sun 20th  No Orchid Society meeting this month. Outing to 
Foxdale Orchids. All welcome. Non-members please 
contact Mike Armstrong 842668 asap. 
 

Fri 1st 10-10.30am Wriggly Readers at Bottesford Library. Babes to young 
children; songs, rhymes, stories.  01949 842696 
 

Fri 1st 6.30-9pm BBQ, Dove Cottage, Stathern. Fabulous food served in 
our fabulous gardens, 2 course BBQ - buy your tickets 
in advance - phone 860303 – children under 10 years 
FREE. 
 

  No Orchid Society meeting this month 

Mon 11th 7.15pm Parish Council meeting. Fuller Rooms. Residents are 
welcome as observers and for 15 minutes at the start 
may address the council with concerns or questions. 
 

Tues 12th 9.30am U3A Summer Outing, for details call 842605. 

Weds 13th 12.45pm 
for 1.00pm 

Health Walk, meet outside Welby Practice, Walford 
Close. See posters in surgeries for details. All welcome. 
 

Tues 19th WI Outing to Tutbury Castle, for details call 842043. 

Thurs 21st 1.30 – 
3.00pm 

Dove Cottage, Stathern. Sale – Underwear, Bedwear, 
Cards. Brand name goods at cut prices. Free admission. 
 

Sat 23rd 2pm- 5pm 
Sun 24th & Mon 25th 

 10am-5pm 

Second Local History Exhibition in the Fuller Rooms.  
Please contact us with more photos and physical arte-
facts such as old tools, tins/packages of groceries, etc. 
to display in the exhibition. Neil Fortey 843320. 
 

And on September 6th - 7 for 7.30pm Belvoir High School 50th Anniversary Gala 
Ball. 



 

14 April at Muston : PC Longdon reported 26 crimes in the past 60 days including 
burglaries of sheds and units.  
Planning fees went up on 1st April. 
 
12 May: An assistant clerk is required by the council. 
The Internal Drainage Board will clean out the Winterbeck from where it joins the 
Rundle, through to the new culvert on Barkestone Lane 
 
Don’t forget the Horticultural Show, Saturday September 13th, V.C. Hall.  
Children and young adults have their own section with different classes to enter  
including the recently organised ‘Biggest Sunflower Head’.  
 

Look what you could do in September at Bottesford Community Centre  

Some of the courses that you can study are - Basic Law and Consumer Law; Draw-
ing & Painting and Watercolours; Pilates and Yoga; Maths GCSE and Maths for Life; 
French, Spanish, Italian, Russian, and Chinese (Mandarin). A crèche is available for 
daytime classes. 
For more information: Tel: 01949 844199 or Email: jhmadgwick@leics.gov.uk 
 
Belvoir Vale Carers Support Group, 10.30 until 12 noon every 3rd Tuesday 

of the month, Bottesford Village Hall 

A carer is someone who looks after someone else, without payment. Please come 
and join us for a chat, a cuppa and most importantly a break from your caring role! 
Free transport is available. Phone Jan or Helen for further details 01664 485304 
 
Want to advertise your business? 

For those new to the area, Village Voice is published bi-monthly to keep you up to 
date with things going on in the area. It is distributed free to every household.   
Advertising helps with the production costs of Village Voice.   If you would like to 
advertise, please contact Anne on 842259.   
 
U3A in bloom  
Members of the U3A recently visited the Muston Meadows National Nature Reserve, 
which has been a Site of Special Scientific Interest since 1983.  At this time of year 
the main attraction is the purple Green-winged Orchids. There are thousands of 
them, in various shades of purple, and yes, someone has counted them! But there 
are also many other wild flowers to see, and the whole was a lovely sight. As it was 
quite a cool spring day, the tea and cakes we had at the tea room in Muston, were 
most welcome. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

SOAL GLASS & WINDOWS 
 

Quality PVCU Doors,  
Windows & Conservatories  

All your Glass and Glazing requirements  
Sealed Unit Manufacturer 

Plate Glass Specialist 

3 Church Street , off Market Place 

Bingham 
 

Tel 01949 831037 
OR 07887 655453 Emergency number 

Parish  Council Notes  



Season ends on a high 
As another football season ends Bottesford F.C. have had seven teams competing 
in the Grantham league in varying age groups. Three teams reached Cup and 
Shield finals and although none sadly lifted the trophies all gave a good account 
of themselves. Bottesford under 14s lost narrowly in the Shield final but did man-
age to finish top of the Fair Play League. Well done everyone. 

Bottesford F.C. are now looking for new players in all age groups, 6 to 
60! Anyone interested should contact Bud Hart on 01949 843391 

 

End of season awards 
Bottesford F.C. held its end of season awards presentation at the village hall with 
over 90 young footballers collecting trophies. The main three awards in each age 
group were Players’ Player, Supporters’ Player and Manager’s Player of the year, 
as listed below: 

 
 
 

 

 Sports News 

Village Voice 
Contact information 
 
Advertising:  
Anne Ablewhite on 842259  
 
Editorial:  
Dilys Shepherd on 843505 or  
Susan Meech on 843402  
 

Deadline for September Issue: 21st July 
www.villagevoice.bottesford.org.uk 
 

E mail: vv@bottesford.org.uk 
Or:  12 The Paddocks, Bottesford 
 
Whilst every care is taken in the printing of 
notices and advertisements, the committee 
accepts no responsibility for any inaccuracies 
or consequences which may arise from them. 
Views expressed in the Village Voice do not 
necessarily reflect those of the committee. 

Under-8s  

Peter Cragg, Alfie Morley, Oliver Jacobs.   
Under-9s  

Oliver White, Jack Wilkins, Ryan Charlesworth 
Under-10s  

Brodie Evans, Peter Mumford, Mitchell Maughan 
Under-11s  

Joe Dennison, Alex Hare, George Blanchard, 
Danny Barratt, Jordan Hempstead. 
Under-13s Richard Farrow, Freddie Watchorn, 
Euan Coulthard 
Under-14s Fraser Gibbon, Jack Mellor, Conrad 
Morgan 
Under-16s Jack Emmerson, Alasdair Austin, 
Jamie Craven 
Girls Junior  
Erin Daly, Francesca Browne, Georgina Sheehan 
Girls Senior  
Claire Hopkins, Evie Barratt, Charlotte Bell. 
Girls overall top scorer:  Ines Fenner 


