
Proposed Wind Turbines  
Over 200 people attended the BLOT (Belvoir Locals Oppose 
Turbines) public meeting in January.   Attendees were re-
minded of the details of Ridgewind’s plans.  Full details of the 
revised plans and location and size of turbines  are on the BLOT 
website www.blot-online.org — and take the link to Palmers 
Hollow (Ridgewind).  A further public meeting arranged by Mel-
ton Borough Council (MBC) on 10th February was chaired by 
David Wright and attended by Jim Worley, Head of Regulatory 
Services and Kirsty McMahon, Planning Officer.  Mr Worley 
urged everyone to put any concerns and information in writing 
to MBC as soon as possible. 
MBC’s planning committee are hoping to meet in Bottesford to 
discuss the Ridgewind application in late March/early April.  
Anyone interested in speaking at the meeting should look out 
for further details available through MBC in the near future.  
This photo, supplied by BLOT, shows their Blimp viewed from the area close to the field used for the Car Boot sales.   
A BLOT spokesperson has advised that the Blimp is at the expected maximum height of the blade tip. 
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Back row:  Michael Dams, Desmond Taylor, Peter Stanley, Ken Pacey, Geoff Howitt, Peter Abbott, George Bolland, Ted Rayson, Herbert Plummer 
Middle row:  Douglas Best, Terence Gibson, Michael Barrett, Tony Matthews, Brian Gowshall, David Brown, Philip Sutton, Peter Topps, Peter Handley, 
  Alan Hickling 
Front row:  Michael N?, June Marsh, Ann Newey, Gina Topps, Joan Mablethorpe, Sheila Mumby, Dorothy Bend, Kathleen Stanley, Valerie Box,  
  Frank Mumby 



 

 

L R Mees Ltd 
Call us for all your electrical needs 

Service sales  and electrical 
Engineers 

Established 37 years 
 

  5 Market Street         3 Shopping Centre 
  Bingham, Notts         Cotgrave, Notts 
  01949 838597           0115 9892312 

Belvoir High School news  
Belvoir High School pupils were recently lucky enough to enjoy a visit from the 
Royal Air Force Cranwell College Band.   Miss Jackson (Head of Music) had ap-
plied  for one of the RAF Cranwell bands to come to the school to perform.  The 
bands are very popular with schools and not able to visit every school which ap-
plies, so Belvoir High School are very lucky, as this is their third visit. 
A number of pupils were invited to perform with the band – a great experience and 
an honour for them.  The members of the Band also had the chance to give pupils 

an awareness of career opportunities within 
the RAF.  The performance later in the day 
was a golden opportunity for pupils and 
staff to hear a high quality live performance 
in their own school, and all were thrilled to 
be involved in this wonderful event. 
 
A very successful and enjoyable Casino eve-
ning was held in January.  The Parents and 
Friends of Belvoir High School raised about 
£1,300 toward the Special Science School 
Status Fund.   
Pictured are Vicky Yates and her father at 
the Casino tables. 

 
Bag It and Bin It Campaign 
Pupils and parents from the Primary school have launched a campaign to raise 
awareness of the continual and persistent problem of owners leaving dog mess on 
paths leading to the schools.  As well as it being repulsive it can pose all sorts of 
health threats. It is no fun taking children to school continually saying 'look out for 
dog poo', as well as cleaning prams, shoes, scooters or carpets  . 
Along with support from the school, a petition with over 100 signatures was handed 
to the Parish Council, which supports these efforts.  The Dog Warden from Melton 
Borough Council, who is responsible for our area, spray painted warnings advising 
owners to clear up or risk being fined. Persistent offenders will be reported and 
receive a fixed notice penalty. 
The message from the pupils and parents, is please clean up after your 
dog; legally you have a responsibility to clean up but hopefully your conscience will 
make you do it.  A big thank you to the responsible owners who do pick up after 
their dog.  



 
Lions’ silver  
trident handed 
over  
The Lions Annual Boxing day 
Duck Derby was a great success 
and probably attracted the best 
crowd since the first race was 
held back in 1984.  A magnifi-
cent total of £776.98 raised was 
swelled by a further £266.94 
thanks to a collection made by 
the ever-entertaining Foresters 
Morris Men.   This year’s race 
saw the ceremonial handing- 
over of the ‘silver trident’ 
(garden fork really) from Lion 
Phil Salathiel to Lion Nigel Da-
vies.  Although Phil is hanging 
up his waders he will continue 
to organize the event and will 
still be around at the start and finish line.  The Vale of Belvoir Lions raised a fur-
ther £2,015 with Santa and his Christmas collections.  The beneficiaries include 
Dove Cottage Hospice (£1000), Rainbows (East Midlands) Childrens’ Hospice 
(£1,000) and Bingham Talking tapes (£500). 
 

Belvoir First Aid (BFA) 
BFA attended 42 events and provided medical cover to many in the Vale. If you 
would like to volunteer to help at events, fundraise, or help with administration, 
please contact them on 860167 or donate@belvoirfirstaid.org.uk. They will supply 
all the required training, equipment and the medical indemnity insurance. For fur-
ther information go to www.belvoirfirstaid.org.uk. 

 

Are you getting fit for the Fun Run on 3rd May? 
The Friends of Chernobyl’s Children’s (FOCC) Fun Run will be held on Sunday 3rd 
May, starting and finishing at the Village Hall on Belvoir Road, in Bottesford. Regis-
tration is from 8.00am to 9.45 am, with the race starting at 10 am. Costs for regis-
tration are - adults £3, children £1, and £5 for a family of four. 
Food and drinks will be available before and after the race as well as massages 
from Yvonne Geech, with all funds raised going to FOCC.   For more information or 
to book a massage, ring Anne on 842259. 

 

Bottesford resident presents BBC2 programme 
Dr Conor Cunningham has written and presented a one hour documentary for 
BBC2 to be aired on April 6th 2009 as part of the BBC’s Darwin Season. The pro-
gramme is called ‘Darwin versus God: The Great Myth'.   Dr Cunningham is cur-
rently a lecturer on Metaphysics, Darwinism, and Philosophical Theology at the 
University of Nottingham in its Theology department. 
 

Some local information and changes for you to note 
• Bottesford Library telephone number has changed to 0116 3053 550. 
• The Vale of Belvoir Probus Club now meets at The Vale of Belvoir Inn & Hotel. 
• Co-op Pharmacy on Walford Close, Bottesford has changed its opening hours 
 to:  Mon – Fri 8.30am -  6pm. and Saturday 9am - 1pm.  Tel: 843786.  
 New manager is Bob Bharj. 

• Bus service to Nottingham:  Details available on Bottesford Today homepage 
 www.bottesford.org.uk 
Have you an objection to a local planning application?  Don’t forget to contact the 
Parish Council via bottesfordpc@tiscali.co.uk or call 843611 or 842720 

Lion Nigel (left) and Lion Phil 



Ian Brookes 
BELVOIR CARPETS 

Bottesford 
Supplier and Fitter of all flooring 

 

Telephone 01949 842770 
Mobile 07976 433096 

Opera fills the  
Village Hall 
Opera Dudes performed to a capac-
ity audience in the village hall on 
Friday 23rd January.   
The Opera Dudes duo, Tim and 
Neil, performed a mixture of songs 
from opera, ballads and West End 
shows. They encouraged the audi-
ence to join in with several of the 
numbers – some people were more 
enthusiastic than others! 
If you want to see where they are performing next, or hire them for a function, 
go to their web site www.operadudes.com, or ring 0115 9626355. 

The next professional theatre event at the Village Hall will be ‘April in Paris’ on 
Saturday 16th May 7.30pm. ‘Bet and Al lead a quiet life in their small Yorkshire 
home and have never been abroad, until Bet wins a ‘romantic breaks’ competi-
tion, the prize is a romantic holiday in Paris. The play is a hilarious depiction of 
the English abroad’. Tickets will be on sale in April in the Deli and Spar and from 
Sue Middleton on 842215. 
 
Granny Rawle  -  Suffragette 
Imagine going on a website (AIM25  at www.aim25.ac.uk ) looking into your fam-
ily history and discovering that your granny had been a Suffragette. This is what 
happened to Mick Rawle, who told the Local History Society all about it at its 
meeting in January. Granny Rawle, née Mary Ann Cooling, grew up to be a 
staunch Socialist and an active member of Keir Hardy's Independent Labour 
party. She married Mick's grandfather in 1900 and was influenced by Emmeline 
and Christabel Pankhurst after attending their rallies. Mary went to London on 
many occasions to attend suffragette meetings, sometimes pawning some of her 
belongings to pay her train fare. She met with influential people such as the 
Prime Minister and Foreign Secretary, but despite having only received a limited 
education she was not daunted by these experiences!   
Mary rubbed shoulders with all the noted people of the day who were involved in 
the Suffrage movement and after one demonstration was imprisoned in solitary 
confinement for a fortnight for refusing to pay a fine for Disorderly Conduct and 
Resisting Arrest. Her detailed diary describing life in prison has been preserved 
for all to see. As a result of her activities her husband became unemployed and 
subsequently they moved to Grantham.  
She continued her socialist activities and stood as a labour candidate for Gran-
tham town council in 1931.  Even as an OAP she was still campaigning, this time 
for the pension to be raised to 30 shillings a week! To the suffrage and labour 
movements she was a courageous campaigner, but to Mick Rawle, who was too 
young to appreciate her achievements, she was (just) a granny who made the 
most wonderful custard pies. 

Event organisers with Opera Dudes, Tim and Neil 



 

SPOTLIGHT ON…Guiders 

Girlguiding UK launches its centenary celebrations on 5th September, but 100 
is nothing compared with the total service so far of Bottesford volunteers, 
twelve leaders, five unit helpers and seven Young Leaders (girls aged 16-18 
undertaking leader training) who have already notched up 289 years be-
tween them! 
Volunteer leaders in Bottesford deliver the Girlguiding UK programme to 100 
girls and young women weekly.  Units have a team of leaders administered 
in a District.  Female volunteers can be full members of Girlguiding, making 
their Promise and undertaking the comprehensive training programme to 
become leaders in a unit of their preferred age group.  Or volunteers, both 
male and female, can be unit helpers and help each week or on an ad hoc 
basis, eg at camps.  All volunteers are subject to enhanced criminal records 
bureau (CRB) checks and are unpaid. 
The training available to those involved would cost a fortune in the commer-
cial world and Girlguiding training and leadership are readily accepted as 
prime skills on a CV.  But it’s not all ‘hard work and no play’ looking after the 
girls; adults are able to take part in adventurous activities, overseas opportu-
nities and just good old fashioned fun and friendship such as the recent Dis-
trict supper.   

Lottery Funding for Bottesford Scouts and Guides  
Fund-raising efforts to modernise Bottesford Scout and Guide Centre have re-
ceived a £10,000 boost from the National Lottery under the ’Awards for All’ 
scheme. Other fund-raising effort by groups that use the hall have included a 
race night, quiz evening, tombola and jumble sales. One intrepid parachutist 
raised £400 and a Christmas Quiz raised £168. 
Work began two years ago to raise enough money to completely modernise the 
37-year-old centre on Albert Street, which is home to Scouts, Cubs, Guides, 
Brownies and Rainbows, and is used five nights a week. A new heating system, 
toilets and windows have already been installed, and the Lottery money will go 
towards replacement of non-slip flooring, a new kitchen, and re-wiring. More 
money is still needed for re-painting, disabled access, a new driveway, and fire-
proof curtains or blinds. 
The leaders would like to thank the many village residents, businesses and or-
ganisations that have already generously donated time and money to the refur-
bishment. For more information, please contact the Cub Scout Leader, Mrs 
Vivienne Money, on 842713.    

L-R: Juliet Marshall, Marian Roberts, Arthur Glossop, Adelle Glossop, Diane Reed, Gill Smith, 
Leigh Kempson, Fiona Solomon, Jayne Fowler, Jill Bagnall (seated) 

the Rutland Arms 
 

Roger & Jenny give you a warm welcome 

to the Rutland Arms 

Happy hour, Golden years & the Meal deals 

 

Small conference facilities 

All functions catered for 
 

For forthcoming events,  

please look at the outside chalk boards or  

contact us on 01949 843031 



 What’s On in March...What’s On in March...What’s On in March...What’s On in March...    

And in April...And in April...And in April...And in April...    

 
For details of the Catholic Church, Grantham, telephone 01476 563935 

 To publicise your event in the ‘What’s On’ column for May & June, please 
ring 844823 or email d.taffs@btinternet.com by 25th March. 

 
Sun 1st 10am VoB Ramblers. Bingham (WI hut, Stn Rd) to Car Colston & 

rtn 6 miles. Pre-booked refreshments £3.00, Elaine 836042. 

Sun 1st 1– 5pm National Gardens Scheme Open Day. The Homestead, 
Normanton. Refreshments, plants for sale. Entry £2.00 
(Children free). 

Fri 6th 10am to 
10.30am 

Wriggly Readers at Bottesford Library. Babes to young 
children; songs, rhymes, stories. 

Fri 6th 7.30pm Women's World Day of Prayer. Baptist Church. 

Mon 9th 7.15pm Annual Parish Meeting and Parish Council meeting. Fuller 
Rooms. Residents may question the council and make 
comments prior to the Parish Council meeting. 

Tues 10th 2pm U3A – 'Music & Images' – Richard Adams. VC Hall. 

Weds 11th 
12.45pm 

Health Walk (Start 1pm, takes 30 – 60 mins) Meet outside 
Welby Practice, Walford Close. All welcome. 

Thurs 12th 
7.30pm 

Local History Society. Fuller Rooms. 'Made in the Vale of 
Belvoir' – Michael & Diana Honeybone. 

Sat 14th 1.30pm Auction – Dove Cottage. Goods accepted Mon – Thurs 9am 
– 4pm, Viewing Saturday 12pm. Refreshments. 

Sun 15th 2.30pm East Midlands Orchid Society, VC Hall. Members' Meeting. 
Details tbc. Contact: Mike Armstrong 842668. 

Tues 17th 
7.30pm 

W.I. 'Indian Customs & Culture' – Chandan Patel. VC Hall. 

Sat 28th 11am – 
3.30pm 

Dove Cottage Tea Room, Canal Lane, Stathern. Grand 
Opening then open daily throughout the summer. Muddy 
walkers very welcome! Please support our local hospice. 

Sat 28th 6pm 'Worship Anew' Prayer Meeting. St Mary's Church 

Fri 3rd 10am to 
10.30am 

Wriggly Readers at Bottesford Library. Babes to young 
children; songs, rhymes, stories. 

Sun 5th 11am Bottesford Egg Run, Red Lion to Grantham Leisure Centre. 
All motorcyclists welcome. John Bartlett 01780 762531 

Weds 8th 
12.45pm 

Health Walk (Start 1pm, takes 30 – 60 mins) 
Welby Practice, Walford Close. All welcome. 

Thurs 9th 7.30pm Local History Society. Fuller Rooms. 'Finding Things in 
Fields' – Peter Allen. 

Tues 14th 2pm U3A – Women in the Minster (Southwell) – Dr Rowena 
Edlin--White - VC Hall 

Sat 18th 7.30pm FOCC Race Night - being run by The Vale of Belvoir Lions - 
Bar and Irish Lottery. VC Hall. Tickets £5 at the door.  For 
further information contact Anne on 842259. 

Sun 19th 2.30pm East Midland Orchid Society. VC Hall. 'Himalayan plant 
hunting and orchids of forest and alpine pastures' - Simon 

Mon 20th 7.15pm Parish Council meeting. Old School, Muston.  
Residents welcome as observers and for first 15 minutes 
may address the council with concerns or questions. 

Tues 21st 7.30pm W.I. 'Aloe Vera Products' – Sandra Thacker. VC Hall. 

Sat 25th 6pm 'Worship Anew' Praise Meeting. St Mary’s Church 

Sun 26th April Grantham canal tea room walk. 9.5 miles, starting at Lan-
gar (nr. Unicorn pub  map ref SK 726346). Picnic lunch at 
Bridge Cottage tea room or bring your own lunch. More 
details from the walk leader Steve G, 07850 982357. 



Ram Raid on 
SPAR shop in 
December 
We hope you will agree 
that the post office and 
Spar shop deserve our 
admiration following the 
ram-raid in the early 
morning of Wednesday 
17th December when the 
ATM was stolen. Despite 
considerable damage, 
the shop continued trad-
ing almost uninter-
rupted, and repairs to 
secure and make safe the post office side were completed by local contractors later 
that day after the police had finished their forensic investigation, allowing the post 
office to re-open next day.  Well done! 

SOAL GLASS & WINDOWS 
 

Quality PVCU Doors,  
Windows & Conservatories  

All your Glass and Glazing requirements  
Sealed Unit Manufacturer 
Plate Glass Specialist 

3 Church Street , off Market Place 

Bingham 
 

Tel 01949 831037 
OR 07887 655453 Emergency number 

Parish Council News 
New kitchen for Fuller Room  

The Parish Council has recently refur-
bished the kitchen with all new units.  
If you are looking for somewhere to 
hold a club meeting or social event, 
the room can be hired for £7 per 
hour. The Fuller room is in the Old 
School, next to the library.  
For more details, call Barbara Taylor 
on 843611 or Liz Stones on 842720.  

 
 
 

I felt it appropriate that after a very successful Neighbourhood Watch year to ex-
press my thanks and support for all the information that you have passed to the 
Police. There is no doubt in my mind that the corridor of information that is now 
open between the community and the police has led to the prevention and detec-
tion of crime and a better understanding of what is occurring in our Neighbour-
hood. 
For example, back in late October 2008, there were a number of thefts of pedal 
cycles and portable items in Bottesford. It was only with the help of spirited com-
munity members, NHW and the email alert system that allowed us to identify a 
number of offenders, arrest them and place them before the court.  
PC Longden  
 
In reply to Rev and Mrs Carne's letter, I envy their confidence that their opinion is 
common sense. I too would not have got worked up about the sight and sound of 
one wind turbine, until I listened to people who found themselves living near 
these windfarms. The sound of one during the day might be tolerable, but 
through the night a dozen or so is surely something else. And if their presence 
blights property values, do you attract potential purchasers by specifying “would 
suit family with common sense”?   
Comparing them with electricity pylons is also weak. To my knowledge the Na-
tional Grid has removed them where housing development has later occurred, 
possibly because of alleged effects on health, and  you can sympathise when you 
hear the fizzing and crackling in misty weather. I should be prejudiced in favour, 
having worked on pylon design, but they are only a good, simple, pragmatic an-
swer to the problem of supporting a high-tension cable a safe distance above the 
ground. Not ugly? Beauty is in the eye of the beholder.  
Anthony Taffs 

Letters 



(Young) Men in Black (Apologies to Agents J & K) 
Here are two young men who one day, perhaps, might end up as the man in the 
middle of a World Cup, European Cup final or on the Premiership circuit.  You 
never can tell!   

 
 

Two Bottesford lads have just embarked on the first rung of the football referee-
ing ladder.  Jack Mellor (14) and Benjamin (BJ) Maule (15) who both attend Toot 
Hill school, Bingham, have both qualified respectively through the Leicestershire 
and Nottinghamshire Football Association.  Both are now formally recognised as 
Level 8 referees and can officiate at mini soccer league matches (7-a-side) and 
games involving up to and including under 15s. 
Both Jack and Benjamin still manage to find time to play competitive football, 
representing between them Bottesford, Southwell and Aslockton.  Jack also trains 
at the Nottingham Forest Development Centre, Grantham.  Refreshingly they 
both admit that refereeing has greatly enhanced their understanding of the game 
and agree it is hard to accept when decisions go against players.  The awareness 
they now have is that it is far better to let the referee get on with things.  Players 
should concentrate on their own game without dwelling on things that have gone 
and where they have no control and/or influence.  Sound advice from those so 
young - yet oh so true!  

Interested in becoming a referee?   
Visit www.thefa.com/TheFA/Refereeing  

or www.footballreferee.org 

 Sports News 
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Jack Mellor Benjamin (BJ) Maule 

Can you fill this space? 
SCHOOL CROSSING PATROL NEEDED 

URGENTLY FOR BOTTESFORD  

CE PRIMARY SCHOOL 

High Street  

near Hands Walk  

£6.23 per hour. 

Full uniform and training  
provided. For more details,  
please contact the School  
Crossing Patrol Team on  
0116 305 6515 


