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The junior section of Bottesford Football Club 
held its end of season awards  

presentation in what was another successful 
year for the club. Pictured are some of the 
“Under 10s” team after being presented with 
their awards. 

Looking forward to next season, invitations 
have been sent to professional clubs to attend 
and help coach at the regular Saturday morning 
training sessions. It is fantastic that Lincoln City 
have confirmed their support for this great 
initiative already. 

As always, Bottesford FC are now looking for 
new players in all age groups.  

Anyone interested should contact:  
Ros Morton, (Ages 5-14), on 843633, or   
Simon Hampson, (Ages 15-18), on  845180 

Another successful year!  

Back row (left to right):  Ryan Charlesworth, 
Sam Turner, George Skerritt, Lyle Barradell 

Front row (left to right):  Oliver White,  
Jacob Robinson, Jack Wilkins 

Village Voice Primary School Awards 2009 
Village Voice runs an annual writing 
competition for Year 5 children at Bottesford 
Primary School.  

This year they were asked to write a letter to 
their parents to try to persuade them to lift a 
‘fictitious’ ban on their attending a residential 
trip to Kingswood in September. The children 
had allegedly been ‘behaving badly’. They 
needed to give some very good reasons as to 
how the activities at the centre would help 
their physical and social development, and 
how being away from home with lots of tasks 
to perform would help them to become more 
confident and independent. 

Selecting the winners was not easy but these 
children came up with some original, and 
sometimes amusing, methods of persuasion. 

First prize went to Lyle Barradell, and second 
prize to Imogen Cullen.  
Ollie Wong and James Borrett were both 
Highly Commended. 

Pictured: Imogen, Lyle, Ollie and James with 
their certificates. 



The Mystery of Irma Vep 
Bottesford V.C. Hall will be the place to solve ‘The Mystery of Irma Vep’ on 
Sunday 1st November. 
The drama, a Gothic parody of a horror story set in an old dark castle crawling with 
every classic monster, including werewolves, vampires and mummies, is “fast and 
furious”!  One member of the cast, Dominic Goodwin, was in ‘April in Paris’ at the 
VC Hall earlier in 2009.  You may recognize him as a ‘first time Yorkshire visitor to 
Paris’, an extremely ‘lively’ distributor of raffle prizes and a very impressed visitor to 
our Village Hall. “Wow!” was his comment as he came in. 
Tickets will be on sale from October, from the Deli, the Spar and from  
Sue Middleton on 842215, priced £8.00. L R Mees Ltd 

Call us for all your electrical needs 
Service sales  and electrical 

Engineers 
Established 37 years 

 
  5 Market Street         3 Shopping Centre 
  Bingham, Notts         Cotgrave, Notts 
  01949 838597           0115 9892312 

Peruvian Presentation  
Adelle Glossop, Brown Owl at 1st Bottesford Brownies, set off for Peru in July with a 
group from Girlguiding UK.  They had been selected to work with the UK charity 
Kiya Survivors, who support disadvantaged children in the Sacred Valley, just north 
of Cusco.  They worked on a building project, helped in workshops with the children 
and made cultural visits. Adelle is giving a presentation about her trip on  
October 23rd at 7pm at the Bottesford Scout and Guide Hut. Everyone is welcome. 

Let’s party! 
Grantham Rural District Guides welcomes everyone to their Centenary Launch Party 
on Saturday 5th September, at Bottesford Scout and Guide Hut. 
Clare Wydell, District Commissioner, says “September represents the start of a 
really fantastic year for Guiding. It’s our 100th birthday and we are inviting everyone 
to join us to start the celebrations in Bottesford. We’ll have lots of food, photos and 
fantastic activities at the Bottesford Scout and Guide Hut between 10am and 4pm. 
Our fantastic camp cooks will be whipping up our infamous camp breakfasts for 
everyone to try, and we’ll have plenty of Guiding games and crafts too. There will 
also be a limited edition Bottesford Centenary Certificate for everyone who comes 
along!” For more information contact your unit leaders, or Clare on 836852. 

Congratulations to Rosa Poxon on her 100th birthday. 

Rosa was born in  
Netherfield, Nottingham on 
19th June 1909. She had 
eight brothers and sisters of 
whom she is now the only 
survivor.  
 
Rosa married Samuel Poxon 
and has a daughter, Jill, two 
grandchildren, Nicola and 
Christopher and three great 
grandchildren, Samuel (5), 
William(4) and Benjamin 
(7 weeks). 
 
Her greatest wish was to see 
all her great grandchildren, 
and this was granted at her 
party.  
 
She moved to Bottesford 20 
years ago, and then to 
Warwick Flats 15 years ago. 
 
She is the oldest resident 
ever to have lived there! 

 Photograph by courtesy 
 of the Grantham Journal  



Out with a blast! 
This has been the first year that the Primary School has had a Year 6. Mrs Louise 
McGrory said, “The children have done us proud in all they have achieved this 
year”. A highlight for them has been the opportunity to learn a brass instrument 
and they performed at both the Infants' sports day and the end of term church 
service. The project was coordinated by Mrs Liz Mills.  
The school has also retained the International Eco-Awareness Green Flag for  
continued commitment to 'green' education.  
The Chairman of Governors, Ian Seymour, commented that, “A great interim  
inspection report resoundingly endorsed that the school is undoubtedly a good one 
with lots of outstanding features.” 
What a lot to celebrate! 

Belvoir High School Open Day  
Belvoir High School will be holding an Open Day on  
Saturday September 19th 10am – 1pm for people to view 
the completed building work on the school. 

New uniforms for the High School  
Details of the new uniform are available at the school  
web site: http://www.belvoirhigh.leics.sch.uk/.  
The uniform includes a blazer and tie and all pupils in  
years 7 – 11 will be expected to wear the uniform from  
September 2009. 

It’s not too late! …..  
To join a course at Bottesford Community Centre for the autumn term. Courses 
still available for day and evenings include: languages , ICT, arts, sports, cookery, 
first aid, family history. A crèche is available for daytime classes. 
The Centre’s Open Day and Evening will be held on September 9th 2009  
from 9.00 – 3.00 and 6.30 – 8.30pm. Come along to see the Centre, meet the 
friendly staff, get more information or to book on a course! 
For more information please contact the centre on 844199, or  
email: Julia.Madgwick@leics.gov.uk 

Pamper Yourself 
Vale of Belvoir Lions is holding a ladies’ Charity Pamper Night on  
24th September from 7pm – 10pm at Belvoir High School.   Taster sessions are 
available for therapies, including: reflexology, massage, healing and kinesiology.  
Nail art is on offer, ‘The Attic’ will offer facials, and there will be stalls selling 
cards, jewellery and refreshments. 
Entrance £5, including a glass of wine.   Taster sessions cost £3 and last 
approximately 15 minutes.    
For more information contact Anne Daly, 842491. 

Horticultural Open Show, V.C. Hall Bottesford, Sat. 12th Sept. 
Show Schedules are now available from the SPAR shop. The committee hopes that 
the show will be an even greater success than last year’s which attracted over 400 
entries. The children’s classes were particularly well supported. 

HAVE YOU ANYTHING FOR A TOMBOLA 
In November, the Friends of Chernobyl’s Children are holding a Tombola and are 
in need of some good quality items. Do you have any unwanted birthday presents, 
or have things in a drawer, that you have never used?   If so, please call 842259 
and someone will be only too pleased to arrange to collect the items from you. 

Look after our local traders 

As always, the adverts pay for the printing of the Village Voice.   Please read all 
through the adverts and keep them in mind if you need anything doing. We must 
all rally round together and keep the local businesses going in this troubled time. 



Ian Brookes 
BELVOIR CARPETS 

Bottesford 
Supplier and Fitter of all flooring 

 

Telephone 01949 842770 
Mobile 07976 433096 

The Bottesford Scarecrows  
The Scarecrow Festival committee are delighted to announce that the weekend 
raised a magnificent £1,800, which will go towards new outdoor play equipment 
at the Primary School. 
The next fundraising 
event is a Jumble Sale 
on 19th September at 
the Primary School – 
doors open at 10.30! 
For further information 
contact:  
Kathryn Hinsliff-Smith 
on 842333 

******************************************************** 
70 Years ago 
On 3rd September 1939 war broke out against Germany and had a lasting impact 
on many people in Bottesford.  
R.A.F. Bottesford was built at Normanton and used by the R.A.F., Commonwealth 
airmen and the American Air Force. An RASC fuel distribution centre and army 
camp was on Orston Lane, and the Observer Corps kept watch on Beacon Hill.   
Villagers saw action in the Azores, North Africa, Iceland, Norway, Burma and 
Europe. Men in reserved occupations continued to farm and women found work 
as land girls, and in munitions factories. The village joined in with fund-raising for 
the war effort, gardens became vegetable plots and rabbit  often on the menu!  
Evacuated children came to the school and lived with village and Vale families. 
There were camps in the area for prisoners of war, who worked on the land.   
If you or family members lived in Bottesford during the war years and have 
memories or photographs of that time, please contact the Bottesford Community 
Heritage Project. 
….. and 40 years ago 

In April 1969 the Grantham Journal advertised new houses in Bottesford.  A new 
home on Bowbridge Gardens was around £3540, and a detached bungalow on 
The Paddocks approximately £3680. 
Not Forgetting…. 

In Issue 41 (available on www.bottesford.org.uk) we told you about a new local 
history book.  You can still reserve these at the pre-order price of £10.   
Order forms are available at the library or contact Barbara Pizzey on 844026 for 
more information. 

Rockingham Castle Visit by Bottesford Local History Society  
Beautiful Rockingham Castle, on the borders of Leicestershire and 
Northamptonshire and just over an hour's journey away, was the destination for 
this year's outing of the BLHS.    

The group had coffee on 
arrival, a leisurely wander 
round the very beautiful 
gardens and a guided tour of 
the castle, where there were 
even chairs for the weary to 
sit on!The lunch in the 
restaurant was excellent 
and, as this was a private 
visit, the group had the 
place to themselves. 
For details of visiting days/
times contact Rockingham 
on 01536 770240.  

The BLHS 2009 – 2010 programme will include 'Schooling in Bottesford', 'The 
Work of the War Graves Commission', and 'RAF Bottesford’.  The full programme 
is on various notice boards and ‘What's On’ in Village Voice. 



 

 

the Rutland Arms 
 

Roger & Jenny give you a warm welcome to 

the Rutland Arms 

Happy hour, Golden years & the Meal deals 

 

Small conference facilities 

All functions catered for 
 

For forthcoming events,  

please look at the outside chalk boards or  

contact us on 01949 843031 

Back row: Linda Spencer, Marilyn Robinson, Brenda Cooper. 
Front row: Cilla Palul, Ray Morton, Winnie Claricoats, Mim Forsey (bookings officer), 
Norman Robinson. 

...The Village Hall Committee.  
The nine members meet on the third Tuesday of every month. The original 
VC Hall was put in place in 1946/7, but the committee first met as a charity 
in 1961. Winnie Claricoats (90 last year) joined the committee in 1969 and is 
the longest serving member. All are volunteers and the Hall receives no 
subsidy or management support from any other organisation. Its main role is 
to manage the facilities of the smart, new building, and maintain a healthy 
bookings diary.   

Linda Spencer, when asked why she joined the committee, said, “Over the 
years, when the children were young, I was actively involved in various 
organisations in the village - e.g. playgroup and Belvoir High PTA. I was also 
a member of “BATS”, the local drama group and a user of the Hall. However, 
once the boys were grown up and I was working out of the village, I felt 
somewhat detached from village life.  So when I was approached and asked 
if I would help out on the committee, I thought I would give it a go. Initially 
concerned about the commitment required, I have found the monthly 
meetings and the fund-raising events to be a source of great camaraderie 
and fun.  “Besides, how else am I going to keep up with village gossip?”  

The members are all shown above except for Helen Baker, who is the WI 
representative on the committee. 

The committee needs new members so if you would like find out more, ring 
Marilyn Robinson on 844289 or email vchall@bottesford.org.uk. 

The Vale of Belvoir Lions 
chain of office was handed 
over to the new incoming 
President Lion Nigel Davies by 
immediate past President Lion 
Richard Taylor. This year sees 
the Club reach an historic 
milestone – its 30th birthday! 

The club meets every 2nd and 
4th Wednesday of the month 
at 8 p.m. at the Vale of 
Belvoir Inn, Whatton (A52). 

For more information visit 
www.bottesford.org.uk or 
contact Lion John Ronan on 
842773. 

The Vale of Belvoir Lions Club  

welcomes a new President  

SPOTLIGHT ON… 



What’s On in What’s On in What’s On in What’s On in 

And in OctoberAnd in OctoberAnd in OctoberAnd in October    

For details of the Catholic Church, Grantham, telephone 01476 563935 

To publicise your event in the ‘What’s On’ column for November & December, 
please ring 844823 or email d.taffs@btinternet.com by 30th September. 

Tues 1st 10.30am Belvoir Angels' Pram Service recommences – St Mary's Church every 
Tuesday. 

Each Wednesday 
7.30pm throughout 
the winter 

Bottesford Whist Drive, at the Fuller Rooms. £1.50 incl refreshments. 
Everyone most welcome, including new players. Contact Ray Smart 
07902 837498. 

Fri 4th 10-10.30am Wriggly Readers at Bottesford Library. Babes to young children; songs, 
rhymes, stories. 

Fri 4th 7.30pm 'Sustainability'. Baptist Church. Six sessions to Fri 9th Oct 

Sat 5th 10am to 4pm Guides Centenary Launch Party, Scout & Guide Hut, Albert Street. 

Tues 8th 2pm U3A 'Curiosities of the Counties' – Speaker, Jill Collinge. VC Hall 

Weds 9th 12.45pm for 
1.00pm 

Health Walk, meet outside Welby Practice, Walford Close. See posters in 
surgeries for details. All welcome. 

Thurs 10th 7.30pm Bottesford Local History Society - AGM - Fuller Rooms - followed by 
'Schooling in Bottesford' – Speaker Kate Pugh 

Sat 12th 2.30pm Bottesford & District Gardens Association. VC Hall. 32nd Annual 
Horticultural Open Show. If you would like to enter or join, call Vic 
Martin,  
Secretary, 842683 

Mon 14th 7.15pm Parish Council meeting. Old School, Muston. Residents may question the 
council and make comments prior to the Parish Council meeting. 

Tues 15th 7.30pm W.I. 'A Monthly Menu of Myths'. Margaret Harrison. VC Hall. 

Fri 18th 7.00pm for 
7.30pm start 

Annual Brains of Belvoir Quiz organised by Vale of Belvoir Lions Club, in 
the Village Hall.  Registration fee includes Supper.  Interested, then pre-
register your team of 6 by contacting Lion Phil Salathiel on 843034.   
Watch out locally for posters with further details. 

Sat 19th 10am – 1pm Belvoir High School Open Day to view the completed building work on 
the school – Open invitation.  

Sun 20th 2 – 5pm Open Garden Day for The Red Cross. The Homestead, Normanton. £3.00 
(children free). Refreshments, plants for sale. 

Sun 20th 2.30pm East Midlands Orchid Society AGM. VC Hall. New members welcome. Free 
refreshments. Phone Mike Armstrong, 842668. 

Thurs 24th  7.00pm to 
10.00pm 

Vale of Belvoir Lions - Charity Pamper Night at Belvoir High. Entrance £5 
includes a glass of wine. Most taster sessions will cost £3 and last about 
15 minutes. Refreshments.  All ladies welcome. For further information 
contact Anne Daly 842491. 

Mon 28th 5.30pm £20,000 for The Vale – discuss! Belvoir Community Forum at Long Clawson 
Village Hall, see www.leicestershireforums.org 
For information/book a free place contact Paul Goodman on 0116 3058015 
or paul.goodman@leics.gov.uk 

Sat 19th 6.30pm Paul Mee is hosting FOCC’s Family Barn Dance, VC Hall. Tickets  £15 per 
family or £5 per adult.   

Sun 6th 10am Vale Ramblers. ‘Grantham Parks’ walk 5 miles. Contact Jan (0115 9825600) 

Fri 2nd 10-10.30am Wriggly Readers at Bottesford Library. Babes to young children; songs, 
rhymes, stories. 

Thurs 8th 7.30pm Local History Society – "Poverty, Paupers, and Privies” told by Southwell 
Workhouse Storytellers. 

Mon 12th 7.15pm Parish Council meeting. Fuller Rooms. Residents are welcome as 
observers and for 15 minutes at the start may address the council with 
concerns or questions. 

Tues 13th 2pm U3A, 'Stamford, My Home Town' – Speaker, Kevin Harrison – VC Hall 

Weds 14th 12.45pm for 
1.00pm 

Health Walk, meet outside Welby Practice, Walford Close. See posters in 
surgeries for details. All welcome. 

Sun 18th 2.30pm East Midlands Orchid Society, VC Hall. Speaker Peter of 
'Peter White Orchids'. Visitors welcome. Contact Mike, 842668. 

Tues 20th 7.30pm W.I. Journal of Grace Dexter - Dr Rowena Edlin-White VC Hall. 

Sun 25th 1pm - 4pm Autumn Fair at the VC Hall 



SOAL GLASS & WINDOWS 
 

Quality PVCU Doors,  
Windows & Conservatories  

All your Glass and Glazing requirements  
Sealed Unit Manufacturer 

Plate Glass Specialist 

3 Church Street , off Market Place 
Bingham 

 
Tel 01949 831037 

OR 07887 655453 Emergency number 

Letters 

P a r is h  C o u n c il  N o t e s  

Vacancies on the Parish Council 
Bottesford Parish Council has vacancies, including one for an Assistant 
Clerk. Anyone interested in having their name put forward for co-option should 
apply to the Clerk, Mrs B M Taylor at bottesfordpc@tiscali.co.uk or in writing to 
Devon Farm, 24 Devon Lane, Bottesford 

WIND FARM: Ridgewind Appeals To Planning Inspectorate 
Ridgewind seems to have found a way of by-passing local democracy.  
By substantially increasing the turbine blade size at the very last minute, forcing 
the Council to seek further consultation, Ridgewind has now proceeded straight 
to the “Appeal” stage by calling for “non-determination.” The Council were 
previously assured by Ridgewind that they did not wish to pursue this course 
since they had caused the delays! BLOT believe these to be major changes which 
should have resulted in a new application altogether. Another delay, earlier in the 
process, was also brought about by Ridgewind when they submitted an incorrect 
planning fee payment well below the accepted norm. 
The turbines they now wish to install are a version of those already causing noise 
nuisances at several UK sites and we believe soon to be the subject of a court  
action. We understand that placing of turbines too close together can void the 
manufacturers’ guarantee. The turbines proposed here would not conform to the 
manufacturers’ or to planning guidance because they are positioned too close to 
each other. The bigger blades simply make matters worse! 

Peter Caswell: 
On behalf of Belvoir Locals Oppose Turbines (www.blot-online.org) 

Dear Sir or Madam, 

My name is Philippa Spalton. I visited your lovely village today in search of my 
family history. I started at the local library where I met a wonderful lady call Pam 
who was so helpful. My relatives lived here back in late 1700s to mid 1800s.   
If anyone has any information on my family history, would they kindly contact me 
on notlaps0607@yahoo.co.uk, or alternatively they can call me on 0789 4346070. 

****************************************************************** 

Friends of Chernobyl Children (FOCC) events in the autumn 
FOCC are holding a number of events to raise funds to bring the children to the 
Vale of Belvoir again next year. 
The sponsored walk is on Sunday 13th September, starting at 1 pm from Muston 
Church. 
Paul Mee is hosting FOCC’s Family Barn Dance on Saturday 19th September, 
starting at 6.30 pm. in Bottesford Village Hall. Tickets  £15 per family or £5 per 
adult.   
In November, FOCC are holding a Tombola and are in need of some good quality 
items.   For further information, please ring 842259.   

Melton Citizens Advice Bureau (CAB) 
is available to give free advice on benefits, employment, housing, consumer, 
debt, family matters, and help filling in forms, at the Welby Practice, Walford 
Close, Bottesford, every other Wednesday from 9 am to 12.45,  
from 2nd September onwards. To make an appointment,  
phone: The Welby Practice on 842325, or Melton CAB on 01664 484059.    

Useful websites with information about our Parish 

Bottesford Today – www.bottesford.org.uk has links to all previous issues of 
Village Voice along with the current Village Guide and other local groups. 

Bottesford Parish Council is currently re-building its website so watch out for 
http://bottesfordandmuston.leicestershireparishcouncils.org/   

Bottesford information also features on the Leicestershire Villages website:   
http://www.leicestershirevillages.com/melton/  then click on the map for our four 
villages 



 

 Sports News 

Village Voice 
Contact information 
 
Advertising:  
Anne Ablewhite on 842259  
 
Editorial:  
Dilys Shepherd on 843505 or  
Susan Meech on 843402  
 

Deadline for Issue 44: 20th Sept 
www.villagevoice.bottesford.org.uk 

E mail: vv@bottesford.org.uk 

Or:  12 The Paddocks, Bottesford 

 
Whilst every care is taken in the printing of 

notices and advertisements, the committee 

accepts no responsibility for any inaccuracies 

or consequences which may arise from them. 

Views expressed in the Village Voice do not 

necessarily reflect those of the committee. 

Advertise in The Village Voice 
Delivered to 1490 homes in the 

parish, 6 times per year. 
6 cm wide x 2 cm high £42 
6 cm wide x 4 cm high £84 
6 cm wide x 6 cm high £126 
6 cm wide x 8 cm high £168 

Pool  

The Rutland Arms ‘A’ team had 
a cracking 2008/9 season in the 
Division 1  Vale of Belvoir pool 
league. The team, captained by 
Andrew Varela, won two out of 
three available trophies: the 
League 1 Divisional Cup and the 
Knockout Cup – a feat that no 
Bottesford team has achieved in 
the same season before.  
Andrew is very proud of the 
team and is looking forward to a 
great 2009/10 season. 

Cricket 

Bottesford Cricket Club has great facilities, some really talented players and a 
good team spirit.  Despite this season being affected by the loss of some key 
players through retirement, injury and transfer, there have been some very 
good signs for future success. First team players Jake Hutchinson, Anthony 
Ablewhite, Rupert Inglesand and Ben Baker have all batted well with Anthony 
and Ben scoring centuries, while Dave Warburton and Mike Fowler have 
proved themselves to be good all-rounders. 
Simon Silverwood took over the captaincy of the struggling 2nd team half way 
through the season and is beginning to make progress.  
The return of Andy Norris, part of the famous Bottesford cricketing family, has 
been welcomed and a new young player, 13 year old Tom Talbot from Easthorpe, 
has proved himself able with both bat and ball. 
The Sunday side is doing very well, and is currently top of Division 2.  
Ian Seymour and Andy Barratt have been doing some sterling work with the 
youngsters at quick cricket and U13 hard ball. Those showing promise are  
Tom Talbot, Danny Barratt, William Seymour and Ellis Hutchinson. The club is 
keen to support and promote youth cricket. 
The club appreciates the efforts of all the players as well as scorer Val Warburton, 
groundsman Stuart Ward and Jayne Fowler who organises the home teas. It 
also welcomes support from the village and invites everyone to come along to 
the Bottesford Single Wicket Knockout Competition event on Saturday 5th  
September which starts at 1pm and includes a BBQ! Contact Simon Silverwood 
on 07787 422406 or Michael Fowler on 07973 909430 for details and tickets or 
visit www.bottesfordcc.moonfruit.com for results and information. 

Ben Baker scoring 108 against Harlaxton in the 
GMCA Sunday League 


