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The New Football Site 
The presenta-
tion day, held on 
Saturday 7th May 
at the Notting-
ham Road site, 
was a huge suc-
cess with the 
c o m m i t t e e , 
teams, players 
and parents of 
the Football Club 
celebrating the 
opening of the 
new site. The 
day also in-
cluded the inaugural presentation of the Vale of Belvoir Lions Fair Play to the U13s team (see photo). 
Chairman Danny Gribby welcomed everyone and explained that the development of the facilities will take 
place over the next few years. Initially there are two small-sized and two full-sized pitches, changing rooms, 
toilets, and ample parking, which will provide improved facilities for the junior sides next season. Once com-
pleted there will be three small- and four full-sized pitches, training grids, and a clubhouse. 
Danny Gribby said, “This is an exciting time for Bottesford Football Club having started the transition to our 
new home. There has been a lot of effort to get us to where we are today and there’s a significant way still 
to go. I’m delighted that people have stepped forward to offer their help, support and assistance but, as al-
ways, we can do with more. The facilities are an improvement on what we have at present – the future of 
the Football Club is looking very bright”. 

Dance for Rosie May 
The 7th and final Dance For Rosie 
May took place on 10th July. It was a 
special day with tributes from West 
End performers and raised an amaz-
ing £4,500 for the Rosie May Home. 
Alice and Roanna have been students 
at the Rosie May Academy since they 
were 13. Alice has gained a place at 
Roehampton University studying 
Dance, while Roanna will be studying 
a BA (Hons) in Dance at Liverpool 
Academy of Performing Arts.  Al-
though this was the end of the Dance 
for Rosie May Competition and the 
Academy, it is only the beginning for 
the 20 orphaned girls living in the 
Rosie May Home in Sri Lanka.  The 
Home is fully funded and sustained 

through a sponsor-a-child scheme which 
costs from £5 a week. For more information 
go to www.rosie-may.com  



L R Mees Ltd 
Call us for all your electrical needs 

Service sales  and electrical 
Engineers 

Established 1965 
 

  5 Market Street         3 Shopping Centre 
Bingham, Notts            Cotgrave, Notts 
01949 838597               0115 9892312 

SOAL GLASS & WINDOWS 
 

Quality PVCU Doors,  
Windows & Conservatories  

All your Glass and Glazing requirements  
Sealed Unit Manufacturer 

Plate Glass Specialist 
3 Church Street , off Market Place 

Bingham 
 

Tel 01949 831037 
OR 07887 655453 Emergency number 

The Vale’s Got Talent 2011 
Following last year’s very successful competition the Vale of Belvoir Ro-
tary Club is again running ‘The Vale’s Got Talent’ event. The prizes for 
1st, 2nd and 3rd places this year are £400, £200 and £100 respectively.  
Auditions will be held at The British Legion Hall in Radcliffe-on-Trent on 
the weekend of 24th and 25th September with semi-finals at The Grange 
Hall, Radcliffe, on Sunday 9th and Sunday 16th October and the Grand 
Final on Saturday 22nd October. 
For more information email dmbacon@talk21.com, ring Denis Bacon on 
01159 334004, or register via the competition web site, 
www.valesgottalent.org.uk, whatever your performing talent might be. 

New Programme of Professional Theatre 
The Village Hall committee, and the Vale of Belvoir Theatre group, can 
confirm three shows for the next season. First is a cabaret music show 
for Christmas – “Shoo Shoo Baby's Christmas Party”, by Shoo Shoo Baby, 
on Sunday 4th December. In March we have a new masked play from 
Vamos, who performed the spectacular Nursing Lives earlier this year, 
called “Much Ado About Wenlock”; and finally, in April, we have Notting-
hamshire's own theatre company, New Perspectives, who will perform the 
drama “Honey Man”. 
Tickets will be available in October, with discounts if you book two or 
more shows. For more information contact Susan Meech on 843402. 

Friends of St Mary’s September Launch 
The Parish Church of St Mary’s ‘belongs’ to us 
all in the village. Everyone has the right to be 
baptised, married and buried there. But, for 
many, St Mary's means much more. It is the 
focal point of the village. 

St Mary's has stood for 900 years and it is un-
thinkable that it could stand dark and closed 
because of lack of money. But this is a real 
possibility. Day-to-day running costs are rightly 
the responsibility of the church members and 
regular giving is part of their Christian Steward-
ship. But for the members, the cost of keeping 
the building in good repair and its facilities in 
line with the demands of the community is ‘a 
(financial) stretch too far’! 

If you care about St Mary’s, then you can help. We are launching the 
Friends of St Mary’s at a Songs of Praise service on Sunday, 18th 
Sept at 4.00pm. Whether or not you can make this event, all are 
invited to become a Friend. Annual membership, for a modest fee, will 
entitle members to discounts at events organised by the Friends. Money 
raised will be used solely for the church building and churchyard - 
which is Bottesford's heritage. For more information contact Malcolm 
Owen on 843113. 

Bottesford Pre-school Annual Trip 
On the last Monday of term the children that were leaving for the primary 
school went to Sundown Adventure Land. Armed with sunhats, lunch 
boxes and excitement they set off on the bus. On arriving at Sundown 
they picnicked on the grass and then had a great time exploring the dif-
ferent areas and going on the train and rides. This year the favourite was 
the water ride where the ‘pirates’ soaked staff and children alike. It was 
then a quiet journey home as many of them fell asleep! 



Belvoir High School’s Achievement Evening 
The evening saw students 
recognised for their effort 
and achievements across 
every subject area, with 
some truly outstanding and 
consistent performances 
throughout the year. 
Executive Principal, Jona-
than Sherwin expressed his 
delight at the way in which 
pupils engage with the 
teaching and learning at 
the school and reminded 
them that they were key to the school receiving 
two consecutive “outstanding” ratings from Of-
sted. 
The Rt Hon Alan Duncan MP gave an inspira-
tional address to the students and congratulated 
them on their success.   He encouraged them by 
saying “always try your best and aim high”, and 
urged students to live their lives well and to 
leave a positive and lasting legacy in whatever 
field they chose. 
The evening culminated with Claire Hopkins win-
ning the prestigious title of Pupil of the Year 
2010-11 and receiving the Duke of Rutland Trophy. The top photo shows 
all the award winners, and centre - Isobel Ride, Expressive Arts Award, 

with Alan Duncan and Jon Shirwin, and 
then Chris Avison with the Village Voice 
Trophy. 
Thomas Marshall was winner of the Credit 
Cup 2022. 

Village Voice  
Primary School Writing 
Competition 
Millie Godwin (kneeling) 1st prize, 
Lauren Falconer (right) 2nd, with 
Holly Lyons and Dylan Nesbit both 
Highly Commended 



NEED A MAN THAT 
CAN ? 

Call CHRIS 
07814 802963 or 01949 843358 

 

House & Property Maintenance & Repairs 
Inside & Out, Tiling - Wall / Floor, Slabbing 

Patios, Fencing, Joinery, Guttering 
ETC!  ETC!  ETC! 

Bottesford Street Names 
In December 1981, the company building the new estate adjacent to Al-
bert Street presented the Parish Council with suggestions for the names 
of the roads. Excited by royal wedding fever, these included Diana Drive, 
Spencer Gate and Royal Gardens. 
The council was not impressed, saying that roads should have names 
with more local connections. The final choice was to rest with Melton Bor-
ough Council and so estate roads were named Farmhouse Close, Church 
View and Riverside Walk. 
Some Bottesford street names commemorate local people. For example: 
Cox Drive - Mr W Cox (Boss Cox) was headmaster of Bottesford School 
during the 1930s; Silverwood Road – members of the Silverwood family 
ran the post office in Bottesford during the first part of the 20C; Walford 
Close - The Reverend Frank Walford was Rector of Bottesford from 1918 
to 1943; Fleming Avenue - Doctor Fleming was the Rector of Bottesford 
at the time of the trial of the Witches of Belvoir in 1619. 

Bottesford Open Gardens 
Thirteen superb gardens were open across 
Bottesford and people came from all over 
to see the gardens in full bloom. The over-
all amount raised from the event was over 
£1,100. The funds will be divided between 
St Dunstans and When You Wish Upon A 
Star. 
The Lions would like to say “Thank you” to 
all the gardeners and to all those helpers 
that made the Vale Of Belvoir Lions Open 
Gardens a roaring success. Also special 
thanks to the organising committee of 
Anne Daly and Cath Hinton. 

Have You Noticed the Lights Going Out? 
Since June of this year 60% of street lights in Bot-
tesford have been turned off by Leicestershire 
County Council from midnight to 5.30am. You can 
spot the lights that are turned off as they are all 
labelled with the sign shown in the photo. 
All street lights in the county are affected, apart 
from locations with a significant night-time road 
traffic accident record; areas with above-average 
record of crime; areas with sheltered housing and 
other residences accommodating vulnerable peo-
ple; formal pedestrian crossings, subways, and 
enclosed footpaths and alleyways where one end 
links to a road that is lit all night. 
For more information and to comment on the pro-
gramme go to: www.leics.gov.uk/index/highways/
road_pathway_maintenance/street_lighting/
lighting_scheme.htm 

Book Group Vacancies 
Interested in reading a wide variety of books?  Enjoy the company of like 
minded people?  The Bottesford reading Group has places available for 
new members (male or female) to join them at their monthly Monday 
evening meetings.  Call Gail on 842141 for more information. 



Winnie was born on Chapel Street in Bottesford on Boxing Day 1918 
and now lives happily on Walford Close, just a few streets away from 
her birthplace. 
Winnie left home when she was 14 to go into service at Luton Hoo in 
Bedfordshire and remembers this as being the happiest time of her 
life. She had to return to Bottesford four years later because a favour-
ite Aunt was ill. She then looked after some children on the High 
Street, before marrying Cyril, who sadly, died at the young age of just 
26. 
In the Second World War Winnie worked at Ruston and Hornsby’s in 
Grantham helping to make plough shears. After the war she went on 
to sell fresh fish from her van to all the villages in the Vale, which she 
did for the next 40 years. 
Winnie remembers being invited to help at the V.C. Hall by Albert 
Palmer some 60 years ago, and only retired from the Committee in 
June this year – a remarkable achievement. 
In 2005 she was selected for the Grantham Journal New Years Hon-
ours List and was presented with a medal and photograph. Winnie en-
joys her outings to go shopping in Newark, Bingham and Grantham. 

Winnie was a key figure in the Forget-me-not Club, ran the Monday Bingo sessions until she was 89, 
and was a ‘tea-lady’ at lots of V.C. Hall functions. As part of this role she spent many hours baking deli-
cious cakes and making jams and chutneys to serve at these events. 
Thank you, Winnie, for your years of service to help your community. 

SPOTLIGHT ON….   WINIFRED CLARICOATS – or WINNIE 

Thank You, Vale of Belvoir, for Five Wonderful Visits 
The photo above shows all the Host Families and the Chernobyl Children on the Village Hall field after a  
party to thank everyone for fundraising to bring the children over to the Vale each year. This group of chil-
dren came on their 5th and final visit in June/July this year. Without help by the host families their visit would 
not have been possible. 
It was very sad to say goodbye but we know they will have some wonderful memories to hold on to for 
many years to come. At 2pm on Sunday 18th September the Friends of Chernobyl’s Children are holding a 
meeting at the Fuller Rooms, where Olwyn Keogh MBE, founder of the FOCC, will give a presentation. Anyone 
interested in hosting a child from our next group of children, or helping out with the group, is very welcome. 

©Ted Rayson 



What’s On in September... 

And in October 

Important: To publicise your event in the ‘What’s On’ column for November or 
December, please ring 844823 or email d.taffs@btinternet.com by 30th September. 

Thurs 1st 2.30pm Bottesford Methodist Friendship Group, Chapel Schoolroom, Speaker Maureen 
Wright, demonstrating Flower Arranging. 
All welcome - refreshments served.  Glenys Bradshaw 842893 

Fri 2nd 10-10.30am Wriggly Readers at our Library. Babes, young children; songs, rhymes, stories. 

Sat 3rd 10am VoB Lions Club Belvoir Castle Fun Run. 5 or 10km around private grounds of Bel-
voir Castle. Supporting RNLI, Help for Heroes + local charities. £10 adults/ 
£5 under 16/ family (2+2) £25.  Spectators welcome.  
For more information please see http://www.belvoircastlefunrun.org.uk. 

Sun 4th 10am VoB Ramblers. Cropston Reservoir, 7 miles. Swithland woods & Bradgate Park. 
Meet Bradgate Arms. Contact Jan 0115 9825600. 

Weds 7th and 21st Lite-Bite lunch group, 12 noon to 1pm at the Methodist school room.(1st/3rd Wed 
each month) Everyone welcome.  Contact - Irene Pacey 01949 843138 

Thurs 8th 7.30pm Bottesford Local History Society - AGM - Fuller Rooms - followed by 'Let's talk 
about Bottesford'. Speaker – Peter Topps. 

Sat 10th 2.30pm Bottesford & District 34th Annual Horticultural Open Show. See page 7. 

Sun 11th 10am VoB Ramblers. Hickling (Canal basin), Leics, 9 miles. Along paths & bridleways. 
Contact Jan 0115 9825600. 

Mon 12th 7.15pm Parish Council meeting. Old School, Muston. Residents welcome as observers.  
For 15 mins at the start may address the council. 

Weds 14th 
12.45pm for 1.pm 

Health Walk, meet outside Welby Practice, Walford Close. Circular walk at Belvoir. 
A new walk. Leader: Sue. All welcome. 

Thurs 15th 2.30pm Friendship Group as 1st Sept. Mrs. Chris Gatfield to talk about Dove Hospice.  
Refreshments served. Warm welcome to all. Contact Glenys Bradshaw 842893. 

Fri 16th 7pm for 
7.30pm start 

Brains of Belvoir Quiz organised by VoB Lions Club, in the Village Hall.  Registra-
tion fee includes Supper. Pre-register a team of 6. Nigel Davis on 844486.  

Fri 16th Preview 
Exhibition: 
Sat 17th 10am-
5pm and Sun 18th 
1pm-4pm 

Lady of the Vale Art Exhibition at St Mary's Church. Friday Evening Preview. 
Tickets £6 from Church Office 842859, includes wine and canapés.  
Cream teas served on Sunday. Festival ends with a 'Churches Together in Bottes-
ford' Songs of Praise service. All welcome. Are you an artist interested in your 
work being displayed? Contact Glenda Gibson - glendagibson@live.com 

Sat 17th 
Viewing 12 noon  

Auction – Dove Cottage, Stathern. Items accepted in the week prior to auction. 
Bidding  starts 1.30pm. 

Sun 18th 2.30pm East Mids Orchid Society AGM/Show. VC Hall. Trade displays + club displays. 
Visitors/new members welcome. Phone Mike Armstrong, 842668. 

Tues 20th 7.30pm W.I. Below Stairs at Belvoir Castle – Mrs B Elmer. VC Hall. 
Sun 25th10am-
1pm 

Senior Section Guides Autumn Fayre - 10 am. to 1 pm. To book a table please 
contact Teresa on 07815 712110 

Tues 27th  Open at 
7 for 7.30 pm start 

Reminder.  Fashion Show and Sale - V.C. Hall. Includes light refreshments, with 
glasses of wine on sale. Supports the VC Hall and W.I. Sold out 

Thurs 29th 2.30pm Friendship group as 1st Sept  Speaker Revd. Mark Smith of St. Mary's Parish 

Sun 18th 4pm Friends of St Mary’s Appeal - Songs of Praise. 

Fri 7th 10-10.30am Wriggly Readers. See 2nd September. 

Mon 10th 7.15pm Parish Council meeting. Fuller Rooms. See 12th September. 

Tues 11th 2pm U3A,  Police - Crime Prevention. Speaker Sharon Roscoe.  VC Hall. 

Weds 12th 12.45pm 
for 1.00pm 

Health Walk, meet outside Welby Practice, Walford Close. Circular walk Redmile 
to Barkstone. Leaders: Anne & Sue. All welcome. 

Thurs 13th 2.30pm Friendship Group. As 1st Sept. Today is a Members' Afternoon.    
All are welcome.  Refreshments are served. 

Thurs 13th 7.30pm Local History Society – "The History of the Cold War in Lincolnshire”. Speaker – 
Mr H Heeley 

Tues 18th 7.30pm W.I. Readings from Shakespeare – Nottingham Shakespeare Company. VC Hall. 

Sun 23rd , 1 to 4pm Autumn Fair VC Hall 

Thurs 27th 2.30pm Friendship Group. As 1st Sept. Speaker is John Hammond, subject 'My Life in 
Books'.  Refreshments served.  Warm welcome to everyone. 

Sun 30th 2.30pm East Midlands Orchid Society. VC Hall. Visitors welcome.  
Contact Mike Armstrong, 842668. 



Advertise in The Village Voice 
Delivered to 1490 homes in the 

parish, 6 times per year. 
Please phone 842259 for advice. 

Parish Council  
The names and contact details for our parish councillors and the commit-
tees they attend, e.g. the Flood Working Group and Footways/Street 
Lighting, are on village notice-boards.   
Contact details are also on the parish council website where you can 
subscribe to their newsletters and check out recent planning applications.  

Bottesford Local History Society 
In July the group enjoyed a coach trip to Burghley House and Gardens in 
lovely weather.  Only forty minutes down the A1 yet many members had 
not been there.  The gardens are well worth a visit and the room stew-
ards are friendly and knowledgeable. 
During the year there have been some interesting talks including 'So you 
think you know Nottingham'  through photos of past and near present 
buildings and street scenes, 'The Secrets of Sherwood Forest', and 
'Belton House'. For information about joining phone: 842228. 

Vale of Belvoir University of the Third Age (U3A) 
July's meeting was a tea party in the Village Hall with most of the 226 
members attending. Recent talks have included 'The humour that sur-
rounds us', 'The Flowers that Bloom in the Spring', and 'Long term care 
planning'.  The recently formed gardening group has enjoyed a trip to 
Easton Walled Garden, to see how the experts do it. 
The U3A resumes in September, 2nd Tuesday in the month, at 2pm in 
the Village Hall. Come and join this thriving organisation for the retired.  
For information phone: 01400 283265. 

Big Society Grant Fund 
Leicestershire County Council has a new Big Society Grant Fund.  This 
can support projects such as workshops, training, consultation events to 
identify community needs, technical, legal or specialist advice on running 
or piloting a service or facility to establish effectiveness and sustainabil-
ity.  Information about the £340,000 per year scheme is available on 
www.leics.gov.uk/index/community/bigsociety/bigsocietygrantfund.htm . 
Application packs are also available from Nicole Rickard on 0116 305 6977. 

2012 – Changes to Library Opening Hours 
Leicestershire County Council has approved recommendations for revised 
library opening times next year to achieve savings across the county. 
From Monday April 2nd 2012 our library will be open: 
Monday 2-5pm, Tuesday 4-7pm, Thursday 2-5pm, Friday 10am-1pm 
and Saturday10am-1pm. 
The Library Service hopes that residents will continue to use the facilities 
at Bottesford library and the online resource: www.leics.gov.uk/libraries . 

Horticultural Open Show 
Bottesford Gardens Association is holding its 34th Open Show in the V.C. 
Hall on Saturday September 10th. Entries will be taken (20p each) at the 
Village Hall on Friday 9th Sept 7.30-8.30pm and on Saturday 10th, 8.30-
10.30am with the last multiple entries at 10.15am 
For more information contact Hugh Spencer, Show Secretary, on 844234. 

Bottesford Community Centre Autumn Programme 

For details of courses or to enrol, go to www.leics.gov.uk/golearn, call 
the Freephone Enrolment number 0800 988 0308, or contact the Com-
munity Centre on 01949 844199 or email Julia.madgewick@leics.gov.uk 

Bottesford GP Surgeries 
Please note that both the Bottesford GP surgeries (the Woll Surgery and 
the Belvoir Vale Surgery) are currently able to take new patients. 



Neil Smith & Dad 
Plumbing & Heating 

 

For all domestic & light 
Commercial work 

 

07976219989 — 01949 842145 
 

www.neilsmithplumbing.co.uk 

                      Gas safe registered 

Sport:   Bottesford Football Club Under 9s 
In their first season of 
competitive football the 
Under 9s, who play in 
the New Newark Youth 
Footba l l  Sa turday 
league, were presented 
with the trophy. 
Manager Emma Sey-
mour said “This is testa-
ment to a great first 
season for the team. 
They’ve played some 
fantastic football and 
they’ve done so in the 
spirit in which football 
should be played. The 
players, parents and all 
involved are extremely 
proud to receive the 
trophy”. 

The team is pictured with Emma on the new Bottesford football pitch. 

Bowls Club News 
The season for outdoor bowling is a short 
one – approximately 17 weeks – but a lot 
takes place. In addition to the league 
games, played at night in the week and at 
weekends, there are club and county com-
petitions and major events that are open 
to visitors, including the new 3-day Bowls 
Festival in June and Gala Day. 
The club took part in the Open Gardens and thanks to Paul Hewitt the 
grounds were a riot of colour. Alan and John Millington were ready to 
encourage the curious to ‘roll a bowl’ and the lady members of the club 

served refreshments. 
Brian Garton, Allan Palmer and 
Ivan Wakefield won the Long 
Bennington Gala Cup for the sec-
ond time. 
If you want to know about play-
ing competitively or just for fun 
please contact Paul Newton on 
843159. 

Village Voice Contacts  
Advertising: Anne Ablewhite on 842259  
Editorial: Dilys Shepherd on 843505 or  
Susan Meech on 843402  
Deadline for Issue 56:    20th September. 
E-mail: vv@bottesford.org.uk   or   
12 The Paddocks, Bottesford, NG13 0BD  
Website: www.villagevoice.bottesford.org.uk 
Whilst every care is taken in the printing of notices and 
advertisements, the committee accepts no responsibility for 
any inaccuracies or consequences which may arise from 
them. Views expressed in the Village Voice do not necessar-
ily reflect those of the committee. 

Cricket 
Bottesford cricket club would like to wish 
Ryan Charlesworth (U13s Captain) con-
gratulations on being selected for Leices-
tershire North District U12 cricket team. 
Ryan made his debut in July and in a re-
cent match he was the pick of the bowlers 
recording match figures of 4-1-6-2. 

Adverts Village Voice is funded 
entirely by its advertising revenue. 
Please consider using these local 
traders and businesses! 


