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Brownies 
Armed with protective gloves and many bin bags the 1st Bottesford Brownies spent an evening picking up rubbish from 
the public areas of the village, including the skate park, the Jubilee Green, the Walford Close play area and all the road 
sides while walking from the Scout Hut.  After just one hour they had enough rubbish to completely fill a large wheelie 
bin.  Thank you Brownies, for cleaning up after untidy people!   

The Chief Scout’s Silver Award (the highest given to a Cub) was awarded to Dylan Yates, William Asher and 
Joshua Gudgeon. 



L R Mees Ltd 
Call us for all your electrical needs 

Service sales  and electrical 
Engineers 

Established 1965 
 

  5 Market Street         3 Shopping Centre 
Bingham, Notts            Cotgrave, Notts 

01949 838597               0115 9892312 

SOAL GLASS & WINDOWS 
 

Quality PVCU Doors,  
Windows & Conservatories  

All your Glass and Glazing requirements  
Sealed Unit Manufacturer 

Plate Glass Specialist 

3 Church Street , off Market Place 
Bingham 

 
Tel 01949 831037 

OR 07887 655453 Emergency number 

Mr W Samuel's shop on Market Street, dated about 1905. 
Does anyone have memories of this shop? 

 

Changes at Bottesford Neighbourhood Watch 
Brian Kelk supported Bottesford NHW for the last seven years. The new Principal 
Co-ordinator is John Shilton who has lived in the village for the last 10 years.  
In a new initiative Steve Cooper has been appointed as NHW Co-ordinator 
(Youth).  Steve is a member of Vale of Belvoir Lions. This new post will work 
alongside other youth initiatives in the area and will seek to introduce young 
people to NHW and encourage their participation. 
If you live within the Bottesford Parish and would like to receive emails alerting 
you to local community safety issues you can contact NHW at 
JohnS@BottesfordParishNHW.org.uk or phone John Shilton on 07725 636626. 
 

British Legion 90th Anniversary  

The British Legion was formed in 1921 and was given ‘Royal’ status in 1971.   
The Legion looks after any veteran or service person and their family when they 
need it.   It is interesting to note that there has been only one year (1968) since 
World War 2, when a British Service person has not been killed on active ser-
vice. Every year more than 36 million poppies are made and this year children 
will be able to have blue wristbands.  House to house collections will be from 
Saturday 29th October to Saturday 12th November.  If you would like to help 
please ring 842259.    
 
Uganda International Trip - by Teresa Patchett for Girlguiding UK 
‘On 15th August we left Heathrow for Kampala, Uganda. We spent a few days in 
the local community helping to build a new latrine and working at a local school. 
After some R & R, we helped to deliver essential items to both children and eld-
erly people. We also spent time with Scouts, Guides and other children teaching 
them how to make bead and friendship bracelets.  
I found this trip very rewarding. It was a privilege meeting and helping people 
who have so little compared to us but are always so happy. I am already start-
ing to fundraise for a return trip with my own Senior Section unit.’  
 
Shoo Shoo Baby’s Christmas Party 4th Dec.  7.30pm in the Village Hall 
This effortlessly funny musical double act hosts an unashamedly sparkly Christ-
mas celebration. The show features new arrangements of old songs as well as a 
few newer numbers. Tickets are available from the SPAR and ZARO’S, from Gill 
Chiswell on 842868, or on line at: 
http://www.wegottickets.com/event/130357  (booking fee charged)  



Bottesford Skate Park (BSP) 
The BSP is a fantastic facility. Unfortunately over the last two years the commit-
tee has shrunk to just two people and they desperately need new members to 
help with duties such as applying for funding and maintenance of the ramps 
(1/2 day every 2 months).  If your child/children use the BSP please consider 
joining the committee.  Contact Russell Symonds on 07796954055 or Gordon 
Geach on 07713264781 for more details. 
 
The 34th Bottesford Gardens Association Open Show.  
After expecting a very thin show this year, given a freezing winter followed by 
months of cold Northerly winds and no rain, there was a wonderful number of 
entries!  It was the busiest show for over 10 years, with entries up by 200 on 
last year. 
Quality in all classes was excellent and the number of exhibits in the flower, fruit 
and vegetable classes, arts, crafts and needlework were just about containable 
on the available spaces. 
 
The children’s section with over 70 entries was 
particularly encouraging with the Village Voice 
Award for Juniors going to the Bottesford Pri-
mary School Gardeners and the Jubilee Trophy 
for Infants to J. Dobney (pictured). 
 
After judging, the hall was opened to viewing 
and was thronged throughout the afternoon, 
the fine weather and heat in the hall producing 
a roaring trade for the ladies catering for the 
thirsty and hungry with a wide assortment of 
drinks and home made snacks. 
 
Pru Chandler presented the Trophies, thanking all exhibitors and back room 
staff for their efforts and making special mention of her pleasure at the stan-
dard of the children’s entries. 
 

A Big Thank You!  

 
Thanks to everyone who generously 
sponsored ten year old Isobel 
Coombs from Bottesford who took 
part in this year’s Robin Hood Mini 
Marathon. Isobel completed the 2.6 
mile race in 21 minutes coming 225th 
out of 1,201.  She raised an impres-
sive £602.25 for the Friends of Cher-
nobyl’s Children charity, based in the 
village, which will fund one child from 
Belarus to visit us next summer. 
 
 

 
Lady of the Vale Art Exhibition  

In September over 60 people previewed the Exhibition as they ate delicious 
food, entertained by John Gibson on acoustic guitar and Ruth Berrisford on 
flute.  Many more visitors came during the weekend.  St Mary’s flower arrangers 
exhibited outstanding displays, including a display by Barbara Cain called ‘Let us 
pray’, a dramatic black and white creation by Sheryl Lee, and an artist’s palette 
by Maureen Wright.  Michael Fowler won the People’s Choice in the Art Compe-
tition with a painting of St Mary’s Church. Cream teas were served by members 
of the church.  The exhibition concluded with the launch of The Friends of St 
Mary’s at a service of favourite hymns.  Thank you to everyone who helped to 
create a wonderful weekend of Art and Entertainment.    



NEED A MAN THAT 
CAN ? 

Call CHRIS 
07814 802963 or 01949 843358 

    

House & Property Maintenance & Repairs 
Inside & Out, Tiling - Wall / Floor, Slabbing 

Patios, Fencing, Joinery, Guttering 

ETC!  ETC!  ETC! 

Busy Parish Owls 

Residents of Normanton were rewarded for fitting two owl boxes six years ago 
when this year a pair of barn owls raised 
five young in a box fitted to the back of 
the garage in their rear garden. 
What makes this more interesting is that 
this was the earliest and largest second 
brood of barn owls known to the li-
censed bird ringers who check the local 
barn owl nests, as this pair had also 
raised three young in a box over a mile 
away near Muston.  
 
 
SureStart's New Centre in Bottesford 

The new SureStart Children’s 
Centre is situated on the High 
School campus and is now 
open for business. As well as 
activities for under 5s, the cen-
tre is offering a breakfast and 
after-school club for the pri-
mary school, which is staffed by 
Tina Scott, Ros Morton and 
Lesley Goslin, all known to the 
children. Nutritious meals are 
provided by the school kitchen.  
Holiday clubs are planned for 
the future.  
For more information about 
SureStart or after-school club, contact Kevin Osborne, any time 07850328961.                           
Photo courtesy of Grantham Journal 
 
GCSE Results at Belvoir High School 2011 

Staff, pupils and parents at Belvoir High School are celebrating following another 
record breaking year for GCSE results. Amongst some outstanding results, a 
number of pupils in particular shine: Sarah Roberts achieved ten A* and an A, 
Charlotte Romans gained nine A* and three As and Charlie Hatcher seven A* 
and four As. However, Mr Sherwin also pointed out that every pupil attained at 
least five GCSE grades A-G with 98% achieving at least one grade C: ‘This is an 
achievement of which we are equally proud’. 
 
Primary School New Starters 
This happy group of four and five year olds started full-time education at the 
primary school at the beginning of September. 



 

 

Karl Morgan          
16 year old swimmer, Karl 
Morgan of Bottesford, a pu-
pil at King’s School in Gran-
tham, represented Great 
Britain in the European 
Youth Olympic Festival in 
Turkey during the summer. 
He was the fastest member 
of the 4x100 metres free-
style relay team which won 
the silver medal, just miss-
ing out to Russia by 0.68 
seconds.   
Karl, who started swimming 
competitively with Grantham 
Swimming Club, now com-
petes with the Mansfield 
squad of Nova Centurian. 
His gruelling schedule includes 10 training sessions a week which he has to 
fit in before and after school. This year he had to combine training with 
studying for his GCSE exams. 
Karl is now training hard and hoping for selection for the European Junior 
Championships next year. His ambition is to turn his silver medal into gold 
and hopefully win some more medals too. We wish him well. 

SPOTLIGHT ON….    

SPOTLIGHT ON….     

 

 Jack Emmerson 
Competition has always been encour-
aged at the Bottesford Bowling Club.  
2011 has highlighted the skill of one 
of their youngest players, Jack Em-
merson.  With his father, President for 
the Notts County Bowling Association 
this year, he played at Skegness in 
2010 in the Open Bowls and was rec-
ognised as being a talented bowler.  
 
He continued to develop his bowling 
skills this season by playing in county 
competitions and teams and as a re-
sult  created a situation for the record 
books by winning not only the Under-
25 2-Wood Singles Trophy, but also 
the Men’s 4-wood Singles Trophy, an 
unprecedented event! 

Jack represented the NCBA in the National Finals in two Singles competi-
tions at Skegness this year.  His parents and supporters from the Club 
were there to give encouragement and he reached the Semi-Finals in one 
and the Quarter-Finals in another of the competitions.  Unfortunately his 
winning format left him when playing the current Under 25s England 
Champion and success was not to be had.  Nevertheless, his achievements 
in 2011 are worthy of recognition and there is no doubt that in the future 
he will have another chance to win the ultimate crown. 



What’s On in November...What’s On in November...What’s On in November...What’s On in November...    

And in DecemberAnd in DecemberAnd in DecemberAnd in December    

Important: To publicise your event in the ‘What’s On’ column for January or 
February, please ring 844823 or email d.taffs@btinternet.com by 25th November. 

Weds 2nd and 16th 
12 noon to 1pm. 

Lite-Bite lunch group, at the Methodist school room. All are welcome. First 
and third Wednesday every month. Contact - Irene Pacey 01949 843138 

Fri 4th  10 to 
10.30am 

Wriggly Readers at Bottesford Library. Babes to young children; songs, 
rhymes, stories. 

Fri 4th  7.30pm Friends of St Mary’s Quiz Evening at Bottesford Bowls Club 

Sat 5th 1pm – 4pm Vale Villages in Transition. Apple Pressing Day, Crossroads Farm, Eastwell. 
Washing, pressing, tasting, bottling! BBQ & refreshments. 

Sat 5th Gates open 
6.15pm 
Commence 7pm 

Vale of Belvoir Lions Bonfire and Firework display. The late William Rob-
erts's paddock, Devon Lane. Admission - Adults £3.00, under 16s £1.00. 
Food and Drinks available 

Sun 6th 10am VoB Ramblers, Hickling Notts. Fields and riverside paths to Kinoulton; back 
along the canal, 6½ miles. Call 0115 9825600 for a free Vale of Belvoir 
Ramblers programme 

Tues 8th 2pm U3A, 'The Work of Hearing Dogs' – Denise Taylor - VC Hall. 
Thurs 10th 2.30pm Methodist Friendship Group AGM, Chapel Schoolroom. Refreshments 

served.  Contact Glenys Bradshaw, 842893. 

Thurs 10th 7.30pm Local History Society. Enclosure and the Village Labourer 1760-1830. 
Speaker – Mick Rawle.  Fuller Rooms. 

Sun 13th 10.30am Remembrance Service - St Mary's Church. 

Monday 14th 7.15pm Parish Council meeting. Fuller Rooms. Residents may question the council 
and make comments prior to the Parish Council meeting. 

Tues 15th 7.30pm W.I. 'Mad about the Boy' (Noel Coward) – D Darby. VC Hall 

Sun 20th 2.00 for 
2.30pm 

East Midland Orchid Society, VC Hall. Cool orchids of China. Speaker: 
Ian Butterfield. Complimentary tea/coffee and biscuits served before and 
after the meeting. All welcome. Mike Armstrong 842668 

Thurs 24th 2.30pm Methodist Friendship Group, Chapel Schoolroom. Entertainment, refresh-
ments. Contact Glenys Bradshaw, 842893. 

Thurs 24th  7.30pm 

 
Friends of St Mary’s:  Russian Choir from St Petersburg in Concert. For 
details contact M Owen, 843113 

Sun 27th 10am to 
1pm 

Senior Section Guides, Scout Hut.- Christmas Fayre. 
To book a table contact Teresa on 07815 712110 

Sun 27th 11am The Bottesford Toy Run by Triumph Owners MCC at The Red Lion, to 
Grantham, then Melton. All motorcyclists welcome – bring a toy (new or 
nearly new). John Bartlett: 01780 762531 - 07790583082 

Sun 27th  4.00pm Carols for Advent in St Mary’s 

Fri 2nd 10 to 
10.30am 

Wriggly Readers at Bottesford Library. Babes to young children; songs, 
rhymes, stories. 

Sat 3rd 10.30am to 
2.30pm 

St Mary's Church Christmas Fair. 

Sat 3rd and Sun 4th 
10am to 4pm 
  

Vale of Belvoir Art Society present their Christmas Exhibition at the Fuller 
Room, Grantham Road, Bottesford. Original paintings, prints and cards for 
sale. Mulled wine and mince pies.  Hon Sec: Gill Thomson 01400 281025 

Mon 5th 7.15pm Parish Council meeting. Fuller Rooms. Residents may question the council 
and make comments prior to the Parish Council meeting. 

Tues 6th 7.30pm Gardens Association - AGM - VC Hall 

Thurs 8th 2.30pm Methodist Friendship Group Carol Service in the Methodist Church Devon 
Lane will be followed by refreshments in the school room. A warm welcome 
to everyone. Further details from Glenys Bradshaw, 01949 842893 

Thurs 8th 7.30pm Local History Society. Fuller Rooms. Christmas Party 

Sat 10th 7.30pm Tommy Saville Big Band Concert in St Mary’s 

Sun 11th 10.00am Vale of Belvoir Ramblers. Cropwell Bishop, field paths to Colston Basset, 
back along canal. 5½m. Info: 0115 9825600 

Tues 13th 2pm U3A. Vale of Belvoir. Christmas Party. VC Hall. 

Sun 18th  2.00 for 
2.30pm 

East Midland Orchid Society. Club Dinner followed by a plant Auction and 
meeting at the VC Hall. 

Sun 18th  6.30pm Christmas Carols by Candlelight in St Mary's Church 

Tues 20th 7.30pm W.I. - Christmas Party. Tony Diamond 'Singing Postman' VC Hall. 

Mon 26th 11am Boxing Day - Duck Race - Mulled Wine and Mince Pies served in St Mary's 



Marie Curie coffee morning 

Steve and Allison Dewar organised and hosted a coffee morning, book sale and 
tombola at the Fuller Rooms in October, in aid of Marie Curie Cancer Care, rais-
ing £317.77.  Friends and family baked cakes, donated books and prizes and 
helped on the day. Many thanks to the Co-op who supplied the tea, coffee, 
sugar and milk for the event. 
 
Steve said: "This is a fantastic amount to raise for Marie Curie. It was very suc-
cessful and we hope to hold another coffee morning in the New Year. Thanks so 
much to everyone who came along and supported the event”. 
 
Sell Out Fashion Show 

A fashion show held in the VC Hall in September raised over £700, with funds 
being split between the Bottesford & District WI and the VC Hall.  With the bar-
gain clothing on offer coming from High Street stores, the tickets had sold out 
very quickly. The organisers are planning to hold a similar event in 2012 – look 
out for details!  Many thanks to everyone who helped out. 
 

The 55 Bus  
Please note there have been changes to the timetables for buses to Nottingham/
Bingham.  For more details call 0115 9851111 or go to www.traveline.info 
  
Planning application for the old clay pit  
On 11th August the Borough Councillors at Melton unanimously rejected a plan-
ning application for the development on Grantham Road.  
For more details see: www.publicaccess.melton.gov.uk/publicaccess/tdc/
DcApplication/application_searchresults.aspx reference  11/00338/OUT 
 
Festival Queen follow-up 

The great-niece of Mrs Bella Gale contacted Village Voice after seeing the 
‘Festival Queen’ article in Issue 55.  She provided background information on 
Mrs Gale’s life in Muston and Bottesford, which is now on the Bottesford Living 
History website along with a photograph of a much younger Isabella Gale. If 
articles and photographs remind you of past happenings in the village, please 
contact us at Village Voice. 
 
Twelve to the Bar 
This mixed-voice singing group meets on Monday nights at 7.30 in the Methodist 
Chapel, Devon Lane.  They sing a wide variety of music and a typical rehearsal 
has a range of moods: wistful, joyful, sad, energetic - but always has lashings 
of good humour.  There are about twelve members in the group but they are 
always looking for more – especially men.  Interested? Contact Alec Johns  Tel: 
842474 or email: alecandbeckyjohns@tiscali.co.uk 

 
Bottesford May Day Gala is back... 
This popular village event will be held on Mon 7th May 2012. The committee 
need new ideas and invite anyone who would like to contribute to come to their 
next meeting to be held at the Village Hall Meeting Room on Monday 7th No-
vember at 8pm. It's your village - get involved! 
 
Looking for Christmas present ideas? 

How about giving a course at Bottesford Community Centre?    New courses are 
starting in November, December and in the New Year and include: 
ICT, Touch Typing, Laptop computers, Digital Cameras/Photo Editing plus Wa-
tercolour Painting, Glass One Day Workshop, Jewellery Making (Beading), Guitar 
beginners, Pilates, Yoga, First Aid for Parents/Childcarers and ‘Can’t Cook Want 
to Cook’. 
A crèche is available for daytime classes. For more information call the Commu-
nity Centre on 844199. 
 



Neil Smith & Dad 
Plumbing & Heating 

 

For all domestic & light 
Commercial work 

 

07976219989 — 01949 842145 
 

www.neilsmithplumbing.co.uk 

                      Gas safe registered 

Sport:   The start of a new football season at the new ground 

The first day of a new 
season is always excit-
ing and especially so 
this year.  
It was great to see so 
many people at the 
new ground with five 
different age groups 
training or playing 
matches coupled with 
two opposition clubs. 
There were no parking 
issues and a fantastic 
buzz about the place.  
The first competitive 
match to finish on our new ground ended in a 1-0 win for our U14s, managed 
by Ian Brooks, closely followed by John Robinson’s U10s winning 2-0. 
 

Callum Jones of Bottesford was selected for the GB under 18 coxless four row-
ing team for the Junior World Championships earlier this summer. The four 
rowed very well throughout the rounds but in the end just missed out on a final 
place by one second. As Callum still has two more years in this age category 
there are great hopes of bigger and better things next year. 
Callum’s school hope that he will ultimately represent Great Britain in future in-
ternational events and, of course, the Olympics.  
 
Sean and Rory Lamont 
Brothers, Sean and Rory Lamont have both recently been representing Scotland 
in the Rugby World Cup in New Zealand. Both lived in Bottesford and attended 
Belvoir High School before moving on to King Edward V11 School in Melton. 
Sean studied Sports Science at Sheffield Hallam University and played rugby for 
a variety of teams. He was selected to play for Scotland in 2004 and has repre-
sented them 57 times whilst also playing for Northampton Saints. He has played 
for the Welsh club Scarlets since 2009. 
Rory studied at Northampton University. He made his debut for Scotland in the 
Six Nations championships in 2005 and has represented them 24 times. He cur-
rently plays for RC Toulon in France. 

Village Voice Contacts  
Advertising: Anne Ablewhite on 842259  Editorial: Dilys Shepherd on 843505 or  

Susan Meech on 843402  

Deadline for Issue 57:    20th November. 

E-mail: vv@bottesford.org.uk   or   
12 The Paddocks, Bottesford, NG13 0BD  
Website: www.villagevoice.bottesford.org.uk 

Whilst every care is taken in the printing of notices and advertisements, the committee accepts no 
responsibility for any inaccuracies or consequences which may arise from them. Views expressed in 
the Village Voice do not necessarily reflect those of the committee. 

 

The first Vale of Belvoir Lions Fun Run. 
425 runners took part in a Fun Run through the grounds of Belvoir Castle in aid 
of the RNLI, Help for Heroes and other local charities.  Comments received, 
“Just wanted to say what a great event. Really enjoyed the course, excellent 
stewards, well organised – brilliant.” 
On the day there was the Lions barbeque, refreshments, a Sports Physio tent, a 
bar, professional photography services, onsite shop for ices and confectionery 
and a chance to discuss the work the Lions do with ‘real’ Lions! 
The Vale of Belvoir Lions are grateful to all the sponsors that helped to make 
the event a success. 
The full race results can be found here:  
www.belvoircastlefunrun.org.uk/results-2011/ 


