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Macmillan Longest Day Golf Challenge   

On June 21st an intrepid quartet 
set off on a golf challenge.  
The day started at 4.30am at Maywood 
Golf Club in Derbyshire where, in spite 
of persistent rain, the 18 holes were 
completed by 7.30am. Then onward to 
Chilwell Golf Club in Nottinghamshire 
for an 8.30am start where a dry round 
was completed in three hours. After a 
quick shower they headed off to Six 
Hills Golf Course in Leicestershire 
where, after a much needed bacon 
sandwich and cup of tea, the 3rd round 
of the day was completed in sunshine 
by 4.15pm. 
By this time aching joints and blisters 
began to take their toll but it did not 
deter the valiant four who headed off 
for the final round at Belton Park in 
Lincolnshire. This was completed in a 
slightly slower time but still an hour 
ahead of the projected finish time. 
The aim was to raise £1500 for Mac-
millan and so far at least £950 has 
been raised through their Just Giving 
page.  If you would like to contribute 
to this cause, please go to: 
http//www.justgiving.com/3-Men-and-
a-Big-Dog.  
For any other information contact  
Alistair Yates on 07710 153725 or 
alistair.yates007@gmail.com. 
 
Bowls Club 90th Anniversary       
June was a particularly busy month for the Bowls Club. One of the main events was a game to celebrate the Club’s 90th 
Anniversary, with other local clubs invited and everyone wearing 1920s dress!  Before the game a plaque to commemo-
rate the event was unveiled. 
The flower beds and floral displays were on show again this year for the ‘Open Gardens’ weekend organised by St 
Mary’s.  Thanks to Paul Hewitt whose efforts produced a colourful setting for the green. John and Alan Millington were 
on hand to encourage visitors to ‘roll a ball’ and Margaret and Denise, their wives, served food and drink.  
A percentage of the takings went to St Mary’s. 
 
Bottesford Stocks 
Overnight on Saturday 4th August the village stocks were com-
pletely demolished when a vehicle collided with them.  Fortunately, 
it appears that the incident did not cause significant damage to the 
market cross or the stone horse trough. 
The stocks have been taken away for repair and hopefully they can 
be reinstated soon. 

L- R    Lee Robinson, John Chevalier, Alistair Yates and Jason McAteer on the 18th green 
at Belton Park after the 72nd hole of the day 



Bowjangles in Concert 
Bowjangles will be visiting Bottesford on 23rd September at 7.30pm.  They are a 
string quartet who promise an enjoyable evening of classy vocals, hilarious com-
edy and energetic dance moves. The show harks back to the good old days of 
Music Hall Variety and includes the group’s take on this year’s sporting excite-
ment, attempting fencing, rowing, gymnastics and more - all whilst playing, sing-
ing and dancing!  Tickets £8 from Zaro’s, the Spar and Gill Chiswell on 842868. 
 
Bottesford Local History Trip to Deene Park 
June’s 2012 outing was to Deene Park, near Stamford.  Despite the weather it 
was a most enjoyable day. The house has grown from a mediaeval manor into a 
Georgian mansion with beautiful gardens. This was a private visit with a tour of 
the house, which is a much loved family home. Refreshments were served in the 
kitchen/cafe where they had lit the wood fire. Well worth a visit, and almost on 
our doorstep. 
The History Society has monthly meetings with interesting local speakers, and 
new members and visitors are warmly welcome.  The next meeting is Thursday 
13th September in the Fuller Rooms at 7.30 pm. 
 
Walking in the footsteps….. 
During WW2, a young bomber pilot, Flt/Sgt William George Hawes was stationed 
at RAF Bottesford, now the Roseland Business Park. He failed to return from a 
bombing raid over Duisburg in July 1942. 
His niece Rosemary visited Bottesford in June, from Australia, and met members 
of the Local History group.  They accompanied Rosemary and her family to RAF 
Bottesford which George had described as the “camp a la mud” but fortunately 
the sun shone!  
Vince Holyoak, an expert on the history of the WW2 airfield, showed the visitors 
photographs and maps and they saw many of the original WW2 buildings.  
At the Methodist Chapel, where George and his crew attended services and so-
cial events, they met Joy Simpson whose parents had entertained airmen such 
as George. 
The family visited the Commonwealth War Graves, and saw the 207 Squadron 
memorial plaque and the Book of Remembrance at St Mary’s. They also visited 
places where George socialised: the Old School where dances were held, the Bull 
Inn and the former homes of the Doubleday and Baggley families. 
 
When the telephone came to Bottesford… 
Between 1914 and 1918 the first two telephones were installed with ‘Bottesford 
1’ at the Post Office and ‘Bottesford 2’ at the Police Station. The school had a 
telephone installed in 1936 but public access to a phone was limited to a phone 
sited in a passage at the side of Mr Ottley’s shop and accessible only through a 
locked metal barred gate! 
The old telephone exchange is now the Dove Hospice shop.  
 
…and the new exchange 
In August 1972, the Grantham Journal reported that the new telephone ex-
change on Rutland Lane was ready to go into operation. The total cost was 
£78,000 for the building and equipment, and Bottesford became part of the STD 
system. 
  
Irish Dancing success  
Members of both the Caroline McManus 
School of Irish Dancing and the Lisa Murray 
School of Dance who are also pupils of Bot-
tesford Primary School, recently attended 
the Dance Capers Dance Festival in 
Loughborough.  They had a fantastic day 
with a competition and workshop in the 
morning and a performance in the evening.  
Caroline McManus School of Irish Dancing 
were delighted to receive a trophy for ‘Best 
Team Spirit’.  They will certainly be attend-
ing this fun event next year! 



Village Voice Literacy Prize  
Year 5 children at Bot-
tesford Primary School 
all took part in the 
annual literacy compe-
tition. This year their 
task was to write 
about their visit to 
Southwell Workhouse 
as though they were a 
newspaper reporter. 
The Village Voice Com-
mitee selected the 

winners.  They were, from left to right, Ben Cullen and  Cerys Packwood (Highly 
Commended), Tom Stokes (Second Prize) and Jodie Hardcastle (First Prize). 
 
Belvoir High School Awards   
Belvoir High School hosted its annual 
Achievement Evening on Tuesday 19th 
June.  Students received recognition for 
their effort and achievements across all 
subjects areas. 
Executive Principal, Jon Sherwin, wel-
comed everyone to the evening and Act-
ing Principal, Paul Ainsworth, recalled 
the effort, hard work and determination 
of students throughout the year which 
brought them to this celebration of suc-
cess. He praised both staff and pupils for 
making Belvoir High School such a great 
place to work and study and reminded 
students that the key to achievement 
was to aim high and not accept second 
best. 
In a change to previous years, former 
pupil Beth Birley and current Year 11 pupil Claire Hopkins, each gave an insight 
into their time at the school, sharing some truly inspirational thoughts. Both 
agreed that all the opportunities for success were available at the school and it 
is up to pupils to take advantage of what is on offer. 
The evening culminated with Tom Mallender winning the prestigious title of 
‘Pupil of the Year 2012’ and the Duke of Rutland Trophy, whilst Shania Leigh 
Kevern won the Credit Cup.  Sarah Lovegrove – Village Voice Trophy for Speak-
ing and Listening. 
 
Friends of Chernobyl Children    

In June, FOCC welcomed 10 
new and very tired children 
from Belarus, as well as one 
final returnee, at the start of 
their month long stay with 
families across the Vale of 
Belvoir. The children settled 
well and spent the first week 
swimming, visiting the opti-
cian and dentist, experienc-
ing an afternoon of reflexol-
ogy and going on a trip to 
Belton House. This was fol-
lowed by a variety of trips 
and activities which helped 
boost their immune systems. 

They returned home in July with fond memories.  If you would like more infor-
mation about the group contact Helen Sewell on 0775 7029610. 

L to R Sarah Lovegrove, Tom Mallender, 
Charlotte Fowler (Rosie May Trophy for 

Dance) and Shania Leigh Kevern.  
Photo courtesy of Ochre Red Studios 

Photo courtesy of Ted Rayson 



NEED A MAN THAT 
CAN ? 

Call CHRIS 
07814 802963 or 01949 843358 

 

House & Property Maintenance & Repairs 
Inside & Out, Tiling - Wall / Floor, Slabbing 

Patios, Fencing, Joinery, Guttering 
ETC!  ETC!  ETC! 

Bottesford Neighbourhood Watch (NHW) 
One of the best ways of protecting ourselves and our possessions is to keep up 
to date with local criminal and anti-social behaviour and www.police.uk allows 
you to view local reported crimes. This sits alongside our local NHW email alert 
system, which reports local criminal and anti-social behaviour, offers advice on 
how to avoid current risks, reports lost and found money, valuables, pets - and 
on occasions people! - and issues warnings about severe weather, floods and 
local highways/traffic matters.  
If you are considering fitting/replacing an intruder alarm system NHW may be 
able to help. Having recently surveyed local members about experiences of sys-
tems and installers these have been summarised and are available from NHW. 
Residents who read Bottesford Watch Newsletter will know NHW is sponsored by 
Hammond Harwood, family run estate agents in Bingham. NHW needs a small 
reserve for such things as replacing NHW signs and maintaining equipment to 
keep the email alert system operating. From each completed property sale in our 
NHW area, Hammond Harwood donate £25, so if you are thinking of selling your 
house please consider asking them for a valuation and quote.   
NHW has been informed about people not receiving bank-related post via the 
Royal Mail, specifically credit cards and pin numbers. Whilst it hasn't been proven 
that any interception has happened at our local sorting office the advice from the 
post office is to raise an incident report which has to be investigated by the man-
ager at the sorting office. NHW urges anyone affected recently to register their 
complaints with the Royal Mail: call 0845 774 0740 or go to 
 www.royalmail.com/customer-service/complaints-process 
To join, or to contact, NHW please email the Principal Co-ordinator at 
JohnS@bottesfordparishNHW.org.uk or call 0772 5636626  
St Mary’s Church ‘Summer Social Calendar’  
June was a busy time for St Mary’s, involving many from the church and our 
community. The Open Gardens weekend was effectively rained-off on Saturday 
but with the weather relenting on Sunday, visitors turned out to view a range of 
gardens in Bottesford and Easthorpe in glorious colour, albeit a little battered by 
wind and rain. Thanks to all who opened their gardens, all who organised and 
provided refreshments and all who braved the weather.  Around £900 was raised 
towards the high costs of maintenance of the village churchyard. 
The following Saturday, Pim Mabbitt and family opened their Easthorpe garden 
for a Summer Fair and Plant Sale. The rain (again!) held off until early afternoon, 
by which time the Tombola and other stalls had sold out and only the Bar-B-Q 
(and Olympic Scarecrows) suffered!  The event was a social success and over 
£900 was raised for church funds. 
On the last Saturday of June, the focus moved to Belvoir Lodge, for an evening 
of Wine and Roses, by kind invitation of Frances, Dowager Duchess of Rutland. 
Over 200 guests enjoyed the summer evening and real sunshine.  There was a 
hog-roast and steel band, and we were able to enjoy the magnificent display of 
roses and other shrubs and flowers in the Duchess’s extensive gardens.  Over 
£3,000 was raised for the churches in the Belvoir Benefice.   
The Grand Central Chorus 
St Mary’s Church welcomes The Grand Central Chorus to Bottesford on Saturday, 
15th  September. With a licensed wine bar, the doors open at 6.30pm for a 
7.30pm start.  In 2012 the chorus became British Champions at the National As-
sociation of Barbershop Singers.  ‘Barbershop’ is unaccompanied four-part close 
harmony singing in a wide range of styles from easy to gospel, popular, show 
tunes and ballads. 
Tickets for the concert, presented by Friends of St Mary’s and sponsored by 
Shouler and Son, cost £10 (£8 for Friends members) and are available from the 
parish office on 842859, Bottesford Co-op, the Spar shop, or by email from 
ms.owen@which.net.  
Sunday Praise 
From September there will be ‘something completely different’ at St Mary’s 
Church – “Sunday Praise!” This will feature modern worship music on the third 
Sunday of each month at 6.30pm.  The first service, on Sunday 16th September, 
will be followed by hot chocolate and cake.   



 
 
SPOTLIGHT ON…. 
Richard Robinson – the last Bottesford postman    

Dove Cottage Charity Shop 
Bottesford now has its very own charity shop situated in the Old Telephone 
Exchange on Market Street. The shop, which opened in February, is open 
Tuesday to Saturday from 9.00am to 4.30pm and already feels part of the 
community. 
They take clothes and textiles in any condition. After sorting, the best are 
thoroughly steamed and go into the shop and the rest are bagged up and sold 
on. Textiles in poor condition should be labelled ‘rags’ so time is not wasted 
sorting them. Clothing has up to four weeks in the shop and then it is either 
reduced to half price for a week or sent to the other shop in Stathern. The 
same goes for shoes and bags. 
Bric-a-brac is sorted and displayed as space allows and toys are checked for 
safety. The best are saved for the shop and the rest is sold on. Electrical 
goods are not accepted due to lack of space. There is no room for books ex-
cept for a small number of children’s books, but they can be taken to the 
Stathern shop where there is ample parking and which has a delightful tea 
shop.  
 

Most people in our 
villages will recog-
nise Richard who 
has recently retired 
from the Post Of-
fice after 25 years 
of delivering mail 
here.  
Born in Normanton, 
he spent the first 
five years of his 
working life deliver-
ing for Goodsons 
the butchers (now 
Pauls’) on a bike, 
and ended his 
working life driving 
the Post Office van. 
Until the sorting 
office  moved to Bingham a few years ago he worked from the back of the 
old Post Office (opposite the Spar Shop) with Gloria Hale as the manager. 
He used a bike to deliver to the 500 houses on his round and then set off 
again to collect the mail from the post boxes. He clocked up an impressive 
90 miles of cycling a week and in spite of being bitten by the occasional 
badly behaved dog, he has enjoyed his job as a postman and thanks the 
villagers for being ‘such marvellous people’. After 25 years of getting to 
work at 5.30am he can now enjoy a lie in, but is finding it difficult to break 
the habit! 
After a fairly quiet send off from the Post Office, his wife Irene had ar-
ranged a wonderful surprise party for Richard at The Bull where family, 
friends and colleagues all made sure he knew how well respected and liked 
he is and ensured he had a great evening. 
Richard and Irene will be enjoying his well earned retirement with various 
hobbies which include winemaking, gardening, cycling and motorcycling. 
They will also be enjoying the company of their family – son Matthew, 
daughter Joanne with husband Paul and grandchildren Ben and Ebony who 
all live in the village. 



What’s On in September.... 

And in October….. 

Important: To publicise your event in the ‘What’s On’ column for November or December, 
please ring 844823 or email t.taffs@btinternet.com by 30th September. 

Computer.sos@btinternet.com 

Sun 2nd 10am VoB Ramblers. Clumber Park, Notts.6 miles. Contact Jan 0115 9825600.  See 
www.ramblers.org.uk for more details of other walks with our local group. 

Weds 5th and 19th   Lite-Bite lunch group, 12 noon to 1pm at the Methodist school room. (first and 
third (&5th) Wednesday each month). Everyone welcome.  
Contact - Irene Pacey 843138 

Thurs 6th and 
every Thursday 
7pm – 9pm 

Bin Day Club, Fuller Rooms, for Year 6 & 7 young people including Year 7 leav-
ers. Street Dancing and Boxing coaching sessions on 6th,, 27th, Oct 18th & Nov 
1st etc. Phone Karen Pye-Smith 843727 for details. See article. 

Fri 7th  9pm 
 

Moonlight Walk through Melton's historic town centre for Dove Cottage—with 
BBC presenter Kylie Pentelow. Starts/finishes @ PERA Conference Centre. See 
www.dovecottage.org or phone Lisa 01949 860303 for details/registration pack. 

Sat 8th 2.30pm Bottesford & District Gardens Association. VC Hall. 35th Annual Horticultural 
Open Show. To enter or join, call Vic Martin, Secretary, 842683 

Sun 9th 10am in 
Lower Car Park 

VoB Lions Club Belvoir Castle Fun Run. 10km or 5km around private grounds of 
Belvoir Castle. Supporting Macmillan Cancer Support, Help for Heroes and 
RNLI. Entry fee £10 adults, £5 under-16, Family (2+2) £25. Spectators wel-
come. For more information please see http://www.belvoircastlefunrun.org.uk. 

Mon 10th 7.15pm Parish Council meeting. Old School, Muston. Residents welcome to observe and 
for first 15 mins may raise concerns/questions. 

Tues 11th 2pm U3A. ' Puddle  Paddock', speaker – Sue Stephenson. VC Hall 

Weds 12th 
12.45pm for 
1.00pm 

Health Walk, meet in Walford Close. Denton Reservoir. Leader: Sue. All wel-
come. 

Thurs 13th 2.30pm Methodist Friendship Group, Chapel Schoolroom. Revd Lesley Taylor about her 
recent Sabbatical Project. Tea/coffee and biscuits.  Contact Glenys Bradshaw 
842893 for more details. 

Thurs 13th 7.30pm Bottesford Local History Society - AGM - Fuller Rooms - followed by 'Gargoyles 
and Grotesques'. Speaker – Neil Fortey. 

Sat 15th  6.30pm 
for 7.30pm start 

The Grand Central Chorus at St Mary’s Church presented by The Friends, spon-
sored by Shouler & Son. Licensed wine bar. See page 4 for details/information. 

Sun 16th 2.30pm East Midlands Orchid Society AGM/Show. VC Hall. Trade/club displays. Visitors/
new members welcome.  Call Mike Armstrong, 842668. 

Tues 18th 7.30pm W.I. My Life in the BBC speaker Carol Hinds. VC Hall. 

Sat 22nd VoB Lions Club/Friends of Chernobyl Children – Race Night VC Hall, Bottesford 

Sun 23rd   

7.30pm 
Bowjangles at the Village Hall. Virtuoso string quartet with classy vocals, hilari-
ous comedy + energetic dance moves. 

Tues 25th   
7 pm for 7.30 pm 
start 

Fashion Show/Sale - V.C. Hall. Tickets from Margaret (842257 or 07891778732) 
or Sophie Kitson's Hair Studio. £5. Incl glass of wine or fruit punch. Supporting 
the VC Hall and W.I. 

Thurs 27th 
2.30pm 

Friendship Group as 13th Sept  Speaker Jo Winterton “Help For Heroes”. 

Fri 28th 6pm – 
7.30pm 

Police Beat Surgery at Zaro's, Queen St. Discuss your concerns and have your 
say with our beat officer. (Next surgery 2nd Nov) 

Sat 29th Viewing 
12noon, Bidding 
1.30pm 

Dove Cottage, Stathern. 2nd Annual Auction & Tabletop Sale. Donation of goods 
to auction from 17th Sept. Entrance free. Refreshments. 

Sat 29th 7pm for 
7.30pm start 

VoB Lions Club Annual Brains of Belvoir Quiz, in the Village Hall.  Registration 
fee includes Supper.  Interested, then pre-register your team of 6 by contacting 
Lion Nigel Davis on 844486. Watch out locally for posters with further details. 

Thurs 27th  House to house Poppy Collections commence. See Page 7. 

Mon 8th 7.15pm Parish Council meeting. Old School, Muston. Residents welcome to observe and 
for first 15 mins may raise concerns/questions. 

Tues 9th 2pm U3A,  'The History of Dove Cottage', speaker - Chris Gatfield VC Hall 

Weds 10th 
12.45pm for 
1.00pm 

Health Walk, meet in Walford Close. Circular walk at Belvoir. All welcome. 

Thurs 11th 2.30pm Friendship Group. As 13th Sept. Today is a Members Afternoon.   All are wel-
come.  Refreshments are served. 

Thurs 11th 7.30pm Local History Society – "New Research into Leicestershire Airfields”. Speaker – 
Vincent Holyoak 

Tues 16th 7.30pm W.I. Ospreys Home and Away – speaker Paul Stammers. VC Hall. 
Fri 19th and Fri 
20th 7.30pm  

Guiding and Scouting Groups in Bottesford present 'Our Gang's Got Talent' at 
Belvoir High School. Contact any leader for details and where to buy tickets. 

Thurs 25th 2.30pm Friendship Group. As 13th Sept; refreshments served.  Warm welcome to all. 



 
Vale of Belvoir University of the Third Age 
The U3A holds monthly meetings in the Village Hall on the 2nd Tuesday. This 
year talks have included 'Memories of a nuclear bomber pilot' and 'The raising of 
the Mary Rose'. There are a large variety of interest groups and recent outings 
have included the National Arboretum and a trip on the Grantham Canal. See 
What's On for monthly information.  
Flood Protection Equipment/Suppliers  
If the bad weather has motivated anyone in vulnerable properties to consider 
taking their own flood prevention measures, details of products, suppliers and 
costs are available in the Blue Pages Directory of the National Flood Forum web-
site - www.floodforum.org.uk   
Poppy Collection 
Remembrance Sunday is on 11th November. Poppies will be available through 
local house to house collections from 27th October and at many local shops, 
restaurants, schools and Churches. The Royal British Legion is extremely grate-
ful for all donations and hopes for a record amount this year.  If you have a cou-
ple of hours to help with the collection please call Anne on 842259.   
Binday Club 
Binday Club Volunteers, along with club member Alex Hall, attended the Belvoir 
Community Forum Decision Night at Melton Borough Council in June.  After their 
presentation about the Club they were delighted to be awarded £1,500 towards 
providing Boxing Coaches and Street Dancing sessions, the latter will run from 
August to January—see Whats On for further details. In addition, the Club can 
now fund a Mural Artist who will be working with the children on a piece of art-
work that will benefit the whole community. 
The club is a fantastic weekly meeting place for children who are able to enjoy 
and express themselves in a safe environment with set boundaries and takes up 
to 40 young people each week off the streets and has been open every week 
since March 2011.  The club, for young people from year 6 and 7, opens every 
Thursday from 7 – 9pm. The entrance fee of £1 goes towards running activities.  
They are looking for more volunteers to help on a rotational basis.  For informa-
tion contact Karen Pye-Smith on 843727 or  
Karen.pye-smith@oddfellows.co.uk.   
A Right Royal Party 
Villagers came out in force to mark the Diamond Jubilee, celebrating with a pic-
nic on Jubilee Green.  There were bouncy castles, gazebos and plenty of picnics 
in a bunting-filled field.  Treats were on offer from the Lions, the Parish Council, 
Friends of the School and the Guides, who also had a craft activity for the chil-
dren. A wonderful occasion finished off with fireworks just before the Beacon 
was lit. The Parish Council, and Lions, who jointly organised the event, were 
delighted at its success, and are sure that there'll be plenty of other occasions to 
celebrate before the next Jubilee party!  
Scarecrow Festival 
The committee was delighted to receive around 40 entries on the theme of 
‘Alternative Olympics’.  It was a difficult task to choose winners but this year’s 
judges - Louise McGrory (Headteacher), John Ronan (Lions) and Mike Smith (St 
Mary’s) did a sterling job and selected the 2012 winner as Little Jack’s Farm with 
'Farmyard games' 
The weather was very kind on Sunday with the fair at the primary school ena-
bling all dance displays, singing, maypole dancing and bands to perform in 
lovely sunshine.  Overall the event raised £1600.00 including a £300 donation 
from the Vale of Belvoir Lions. This year the wish list includes new seating and 
an outdoor classroom and the committee look forward to spending this money! 
 
Orchid Success 
Congratulations to the East Midlands Orchid Society who won the ‘Best Display’ 
Trophy (Amateur) and the Silver Gilt Display Award at this year’s Peterborough 
Orchid Show.  Their club show will be held at the Radcliffe on Trent Village Hall 
on 30th September, with the opportunity to view their displays and to buy 
plants.   



Neil Smith & Dad 
Plumbing & Heating 

 

For all domestic & light 
Commercial work 

 

07976219989 — 01949 842145 
 

www.neilsmithplumbing.co.uk 

                      Gas safe registered 

Village Voice Contacts  
Advertising: Email  vv@bottesford.org.uk   or  phone 843402 
Editorial: Dilys Shepherd on 843505 or Susan Meech on 843402  
Deadline for November/December Edition (Issue 62): 20th September. 
E-mail: vv@bottesford.org.uk  
To view in colour see our website: www.villagevoice.bottesford.org.uk 
Whilst every care is taken in the printing of notices and advertisements, the committee accepts no 
responsibility for any inaccuracies or consequences which may arise from them. Views expressed in 
the Village Voice do not necessarily reflect those of the committee. 

Football - end of the season 2011-12 
The season has now well and truly finished, and yet again it’s been a successful 
time for the Club, both on and off the pitch.  
Under 13s 
Congratulations to the Under 13s who won their League’s Cup Final against 
Collingham. 

Bowls  
As a result of a link which is now established with the Belvoir High School, 72 
students in groups of 15 to 20 visited the club and, thanks to the help of mem-
bers who gave their time and expertise to guide them through the early stages 
of bowling, each group was able to take part in an hour’s competitive bowling. It 
is hoped that an earlier start will be made in 2013 so that play can be arranged 
on more than one occasion.  
There were also two visits from the Play Group. The children rolled small metal 
bowls to a Target Bowls sheet to gain some idea of the process. 
In addition to all this, 14 games were played despite the weather, two only be-
ing postponed owing to heavy rain.  The Monday Night Club has taken to the 
new game of ‘Aussie Pairs’ and players are enjoying the opportunity to play with 
four woods.  Why not join them – you’ve only got to step over the threshold! 
 
New skills, new friends! 
This autumn the Community Centre offers everything from designing and per-
sonalising your own jewellery/clothes to sailing theory and digital photography.  
They offer languages for all levels and, if you live in Leicestershire, advice on 
CVs and information on free courses in Food Hygiene and First Aid.  
For information call 0800 988 0308 or email: Julia.Madgwick@leics.gov.uk  
Sadly, the Crèche has closed due to the County Council review of childcare. It 
supported parents over the last 20 years allowing them to return to learning. 
Leaders Corinne, Donna, Viv and Lorraine and their helpers worked very hard to 
make it an excellent place for children to play and learn together.  We wish 
them well for the future. 
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