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This Summer Why Not ........ 
...…enjoy Bottesford & Easthorpe 
Open Gardens. 
On the 6th and 7th July from 10.00am to 4.00pm 
more than 16 gardens will be open to visit and en-
joy. Refreshments will be available at several stops 
around Bottesford including Jubilee Green, where 
there will be entertainment on Saturday afternoon 
from Bottesford Primary School Choir and on Sunday 

afternoon from Foresters Morris Men. The event, 
organised by the Vale of Belvoir Lions, will support 
Grantham Foodbank, Bottesford Scouts & Guides 
and Bottesford Skateboard Park. Buy your Trail Pro-
gramme, costing £3.00 per adult, children free, from 
the Spar, Zaro's cafe/deli and The Thatch Restaurant 
& Wine Bar or at the Jubilee Green during the week-
end. More information from Teresa Buckley on 
07858 001 952. 

....try a Beginners Health Walk in Mel-
ton Country Park every Wednesday 10.30-11.30. It’s 
free of charge and dog friendly. Contact Hollie Pat-
terson on 01664 502 362. 

....walk around one of the Leicester-
shire villages using a walks leaflet from: 
www.leics.gov.uk/index/environment/countryside/walking
/parishwalks.htm 

….walk in support of your local 
churches. On the morning of Saturday 14th Sep-
tember there will be a sponsored walk between the 
churches of St Mary’s, Bottesford and St John’s, 
Muston, as part of the national Ride and Stride 
scheme. For sponsorship forms or more information, 
contact Laura Marsh on 842859 or email 
office@stmarysbottesford.co.uk 

.........join a trip to Southwell.  On 
Tuesday, 16th July The Friends of St Mary’s are 
organising an outing by coach to Southwell; 
leaving Bottesford at 12 noon, there will be a 
guided tour of the Minster, a short talk and tea 
provided by the Friends of Southwell Minster 
and an opportunity to visit the town and/or 
enjoy Choral Evensong in the Minster. The 
price is £13 per head, not including lunch - 
there are cafes in the town or you can bring a 
picnic. The trip is open to all. Enquiries and 
bookings to Malcolm Owen (843113) or John 
Daybell (842780) 

......go on a Treasure Hunt. 
St Barnabas Hospice, Grantham, is organising 
a walking treasure hunt around Bottesford on 
21st July between 1.30 – 4.30pm. The cost is 
£4 per adult, 
children free, 

and will start and fin-
ish at Belvoir High 
School where refreshments will be available. 

......go for a Ramble with the Vale of Belvoir 
Ramblers. Whether you're keen to meet new people, 
like walking independently or 
with family and friends, the 
Ramblers opens up a world of 
walking opportunities. Vale of 
Belvoir Ramblers is a small 
friendly group and their varied 
programme offers Sunday 
and Wednesday walks, many 
in the Vale but also further afield. For more informa-
tion call 838619 or go to 
 www.ramblers.co.uk/groups/groupInfo.php?group=NE15 



Events in Bottesford in 1983 
 Fire at Old Coffee House in Market Street: The 100-years old 

Coffee House had been severely damaged by fire. The building was being used as 
a youth club which had been opened in 1960 by the Duchess of Rutland and was 
placed under the trusteeship of the Parish Council for the perpetual benefit of the 
youth of Bottesford. 
 Sporting success: Sally Saunders, aged 18 and a member of Leicester-

shire Ladies Hockey Club, was successful in gaining a place in the England 
Women’s Hockey Squad that was set to visit Jamaica. Sally, family and friends 
had to raise money to finance the trip from events like a sponsored crawl around 
the Red Lion that raised £300. 
 Sale of the Rectory: The Grantham Journal reported that the Leicester 

Parsonage Board was planning to sell the 400-year old Rectory and build a ‘little 
red box’ on Grantham Road. This news caused some consternation in the village. 

Messing About on the River with the U3A 
On a cool cloudy day in May, several members of the U3A had a cruise on the 
Grantham Canal. 'The Three Shires' narrow boat takes ten passengers and 
travels at a leisurely pace along a stretch of canal between lock 18 at 
Woolsthorpe Rutland Arms - (Dirty Duck) pub and Harlaxton Wharf. It gives 
passengers the opportunity to see the beautiful country and wildlife from a 
different perspective. It was smooth and uneventful until the propeller became 

entangled with weeds. The trained 
skipper lifted a hatch and managed to 
disentangle us, so no rescue boats were 
needed. If you are interested in a cruise 
on the canal please contact 
www.granthamcanal.com 
Photo shows Ralph Poore of the 
Grantham Canal Society talking to Betty 
Woodburn, Christine Smith & 
Frances Blackman of VoB U3A aboard 
The Three Shires 

Progress in planning the Bottesford Parish 1st World War 
Centenary   Volunteers recently met to discuss progress in planning events to 
mark the centenary of the First World War. There has been an enthusiastic 
response from a wide range of people and organizations, so we will make an 
application to the Heritage Lottery Fund to support a First World War community 
heritage project aimed at preserving and publishing details of those who served 
in the armed forces and of what happened on the home front in the villages of 
Bottesford, Muston, Normanton and Easthorpe. There will be many opportunities 
for participation in centenary events between 2014 and 2018 and further 
volunteers are most welcome. Please contact Dave and Sue Middleton, 
01949842215 or email: bottesfordww1centenary@gmail.com 
Race for Life 
On Sunday 9th June a team 
of ladies from all over the 
v a l e ,  i n c l u d i n g 
several from Bottesford, 
took part in the Race for 
Life in Nottingham, called 
'Charlotte's Journey' after 
the f r iend we are 
supporting. Bottesford 
ladies in this photo are 
Emma Kay, Emma Yates, Rachel Varela, Mim Forsey, Sharon Yates, Louise 
Hodson, Louise Ainsworth, Hannah Culpin, Sarah Bates, Charlotte Bates and Issy 
Yates. 
Charlotte and her team have raised an incredible amount of money so far - over 
£1800 - but would like to raise more. Please give anything you can on 
http://www.raceforlifesponsorme.org/charlottes-journey 



Parish Council (A full version of this article will be on the online 
version of the VV webpage) 
The Precept 
Thank you to the reader enquiring about the increase in precept (budget). We 
appreciate any resident’s concerns on any issue, and are happy to discuss these 
in person, if required. The annual precept increased from £43,500 to £77,060 this 
April, an average increase of £2.20 per month, per household. The reasons are as 
follows: 
After many years with only small increases, our reserves are depleting.  
Many residents have told us that there is a lack of investment in our Parish and 

we have therefore started a number of projects to improve facilities. 
Due to the withdrawal of funding by Leics. County Council we are now fully 

responsible for the Youth Club. As an important part of our community its 
continuation has been welcomed by many, including our police.  

We are committed to creating a Neighbourhood Plan, a community-led initiative 
required under the Localism Act. It gives us a stronger voice over future land 
developments, but there are significant associated costs. Full details are on:  
www.bottesford.leicestershireparishcouncils.org. 

In our current economic environment any increase in costs will always raise 
concerns. If you have any further comments please contact us: 
clerk@bottesfordpc.org.uk or www.facebook.com/bottesfordparishcouncil or 
attend one of the monthly meetings. You will be very welcome. 

Neighbourhood Plan 
Thank you to everyone who responded to our questionnaire. Of the 343 replies 
336 gave an emphatic ‘yes’ to our questions and 171 people would like to get 
more involved. We now have the mandate to proceed and are working with the 
Department for Communities and Local Government and the Rural Community 
Council to plan our next step, i.e. designating our Neighbourhood Area. After this 
stage we will proceed to a formal detailed consultation with everyone in our 
community. 

Good Neighbour Scheme 
We are delighted to announce the first steps towards setting up a ‘Good 
Neighbour’ Scheme. This is a way of improving the quality of life for more 
vulnerable residents and is organised around a group of volunteers who offer 
time to support others with a range of activities e.g. arranging transport, dog-
walking and writing letters. John Preston of the Rural Community Council will 
attend a public meeting on Thursday 19th September at 7pm in the Fuller Rooms. 
Everyone is welcome. For more details contact Anne Daly on 842491 or 
anne.daly@bottesfordpc.org.uk. 

Dog Fouling 
Residents have expressed concern at dog-mess blighting our villages. A small 
minority of dog owners continue to ignore their responsibilities - unlike the 
responsible dog owners who are extremely diligent at clearing up after their dog. 
New notices have been applied to the 30 dog-poo bins, and two dog-poo-bag 
dispensers are soon to be placed near the worst areas. 
Melton Borough Council has agreed we may train a team of volunteer dog-
wardens who will provide support and encouragement to our campaign to reduce 
dog-fouling and will be empowered to issue fixed-penalty notices under certain 
conditions. Several people have expressed an interest in the training, which will 
take place in July. Thank you to the many people who have raised concerns and 
suggested this approach. For more details contact us via 
clerk@bottesfordpc.org.uk or our Facebook page. 

Transport in our Villages 
At the last Parish Council meeting, serious concerns were expressed at the 
withdrawal of a bus service through Muston. We are very interested in your views 
about public transport in all our villages. Please email them to 
neighbourhoodplan@bottesfordpc.org.uk. One comment already received says 
they would prefer not to have buses running through Muston. 

 



NEED A MAN THAT 
CAN ? 

Call Chris Greasley 
07814 802963 or 01949 843358 

 

Property Maintenance Inside or Out 
Joinery, Brickwork, Tiling, Patios, 
Fencing, Gutters, Carpets Cleaned, 

Etc.  Etc.  Etc. 

The Youth Council 
The 11 members of the Youth Council have created and distributed 320 play-
ground surveys to young people in the parish and thank everyone who returned 
their survey. The results will now be analysed, and the Parish Council and play 
equipment suppliers consulted, before applying for grants to help with any 
agreed improvements. 
The Council normally meets fortnightly in the Skittle Alley at The Bull from 6.30 
– 8.30. Are you aged 11-19 and interested in being involved with the Youth 
Council? Contact Teresa Patchett, County Council Youth Worker on 07815 
712110. Many thanks to The Bull for kindly allowing the Youth Council the use 
of their facilities. 

We are the Champions 
Bottesford W.I. Darts team 
became the winners of the 
Nottinghamshire Federation 
darts leagues after beating 
three other teams from the 
Nottinghamshire area at finals 
night in Newark. 
Back row, l to r: Cindy Ferguson 
Glenys Claricoats,  
Pat Rollings (Captain), 
Helen Baker, Ann Reek. 
Front: Pat Burton, Val Carey. 

Sunday Praise at 
St Mary’s … a year on 
Begun in September 2012, the ‘Sunday Praise’ services, held on the third Sunday 
of each month at 6.30pm at St Mary’s Church, have been overwhelmingly sup-
ported by people of all ages. No two services are the same as we invite guest 
preachers and musicians to share their gifts and insights with us. Mary Owen 

Sunday Praise Youth Fellowship 
One of the key features of Sunday Praise is the inclusion of young people in our 
worship and from September we are forming a Sunday Praise Youth Fellow-
ship for young Christians aged between 11 and 18 to meet together once a 
month. As places are limited, please contact Laura at office@stmarysbottesford 
as  soon as possible to reserve a place. 

‘Fish & Chip’ Babies 
Many thanks to everyone who has knitted or is busily knitting vests for babies in 
Africa. We expect to reach the amazing total of 1000 shortly, with the next con-
signment being shipped in August. We have sufficient for this shipment, so it 
would be appreciated if knitters could ‘take a summer break’ and start again in 
the autumn. However, there will still be a box by the main door of St Mary’s 
church to receive completed vests. Judith Wells; 842804 

Collections for Grantham Food Bank 
The generous donations of non-perishable food and toiletries from church and 
village people are continuing to provide a full shopping trolley each month to the 
Grantham Food Bank, for those in need of emergency food in the local area. 
Sadly, demand continues to increase, so all donations are very much appreci-
ated. The trolley is available in the church – always open during the day* – to 
receive donations, so please keep them coming. 
(* Sometimes the porch door sticks; do push it hard!) 
-St Mary’s Church, Social Responsibility Group 

Christian Aid Week - a Thank You! 
The Magnificent Sum of £2,623:71 was raised by the House-to-House collec-
tion and donations at church events. What a great total... a tribute to all the 
collectors who braved bad weather and to the many generous people who man-
aged to find something to put in their red envelopes, even in these difficult 
times. Mary Owen 



Parliamentary Launch 
Diabetes UK is the leading UK charity that 
cares for, connects with and campaigns on 
behalf of all people affected by diabetes. 
They invited local supporter Dilys 
Shepherd, a member of the Council for 
People Living with Diabetes, to attend the 
Houses of Parliament on the 5th June for 
the Parliamentary launch of the 2nd stage 
of Diabetes UK’s Children and Young 
Persons' campaign. Also attending were 
Anna Soubry, Minister for Health and Dr 
Jonathan Valabhji the National Clinical 
Director for diabetes for England. The 
campaign aims to improve health 
outcomes for children and young people 
with Type 1 diabetes. Dilys told us “We 
want to make sure that parents, young people, healthcare professionals, 
commissioners and parliamentarians are aware of the support that all 
children and young people who have Type 1 diabetes should be receiving”. 

SPOTLIGHT ON….  Diabetes UK 

Facebook for Community Groups  
Village Voice opened its Facebook page in December 
2012. Since then 47 people have ‘Liked’ us and many 
more have read our page. For the uninitiated, this 
means those 47 people have Facebook accounts and 
receive automatic news updates from us. Using 
Facebook as a community group has many 
advantages. 
 The Village Voice Facebook page enables us to: 
keep in touch with what is going on in other village groups such as the Parish 

Council and sports groups. 
ask our followers about ideas for stories. 
feature items that may have missed our printing deadlines. 
remind people of deadline dates for articles. 
re-post items these groups have mentioned such as fundraising events, giving 

a wider audience for their followers - and vice versa. 
accept short articles. 

Facebook also supplies us with statistics about who is reading our information, 
for example how many people look at a particular item and what age group(s)  – 
ours is fairly mixed with some young, some old, and most somewhere in the 
middle. 
Apparently over 50% of people in the UK have a Facebook account. That’s a lot 
of people who might check out your group on Facebook, want to get involved 
and want to attend any events you mention. If you are in a group, or are 
thinking about joining one, why not take a look at our page, see if this is 
something you might be interested in - and ‘Like’ our page? 

We’re ‘Village Voice, Bottesford’. 

The Out of School Club 
The Vale of Belvoir Out of School Club is based at the Children's Centre, at the 
eastern side of the Belvoir High School campus. They will be running a summer 
club for children from ages 4 to 12 years. It will be open from 8 am to 6 pm for 
two weeks beginning on the 29th July. 
Various fun activities will be on offer including cricket, football and dancing. For 
more details and prices, timetables and booking forms, contact Kevin Osborne 
on 0785 0328961. 



What’s On in July.... 

Important: To publicise your event in the ‘What’s On’ column for September 
or October, please ring 844823 or email t.taffs@btinternet.com by 29th July. 

1st & 3rd Wednesday 
of each month 

Lite-Bite Lunch Group is held at the Methodist Schoolroom from 
12noon to 1pm. Everyone is welcome. 

Sat 6th 10am - 4pm  
Sun 7th 10am - 4pm 

Bottesford Open Gardens. A Vale of Belvoir Lions event. 
16 gardens including new entries. Plus other events. 
See Programme £3 from The Thatch, Spar Shop & Zaro's Café. 

Sat 6th 7.30pm Dove Cottage. At Owthorpe Village Hall Paddock NG12 3GA 
Concert & Fireworks. Booking in advance essential; details from 
01949 860303 

Mon 8th 7.15pm Parish Council meeting. Fuller Rooms. Residents are welcome as 
observers and for 15 minutes at the start may address the council 
with concerns or questions. 

Tues 9th 2pm U3A Summer 'Get - Together'. VC Hall. 

Tues 9th 7pm Vale of Belvoir Ramblers. Woolsthorpe, Lincs, 6 miles, leisurely. 

Thur 11th 2.30pm Bottesford Methodist Friendship Group. The Chapel Schoolroom, 
Devon Lane. Michelle Watton of the Sue Ryder Trust. 
Refreshments served and all are welcome. Further details 
from  Glenys Bradshaw 01949 842893. 

Tues 16th 7.30pm W.I. 'My Farcical Career as the Passenger Liaison Officer on a 
Cruise Ship' - Colin Bower. VC Hall 

Fri 19th Casino Night at Staunton Arms £20 a ticket to include a 
wonderful Staunton Arms Buffet, entrance to the marquee, disco 
and casino, fun and games - run with help from Vale of Belvoir 
Lions to raise funds for Bottesford Senior Section Guides. Contact 
Teresa 07815 712110 to purchase tickets. 

Sun 21st 10am VoB Ramblers, Renishaw, North Derbyshire  
9 mile Moderate walk. Contact Jan 0115 9825600 

Sun 21st 1.30 – 
4.30pm 

Treasure Hunt around Bottesford! In aid of St Barnabas Hospice. 
Start Belvoir High School Grantham Hospice. Registration £4 per 
adult (Children free) 

Tues 23rd W.I. Walk to be arranged. Contact: Marion Orr 843629 

Thurs 25th 2.30pm Bottesford Methodist Friendship Group. The Chapel Schoolroom, 
Devon Lane. John Hammond talks about his Comic Cuttings. 
Refreshments served and all are welcome.  
Further details from Glenys Bradshaw 01949 842893. 

Tues 16th Midday Friends of St Mary’s visit to Southwell Minster. See front page for 
details, etc. £13.  
Contact Malcolm Owen 843113 or ms.owen@which.net asap! 

And in August….. 
 Dove Cottage Stathern: Please note that we are not holding a 

Summer Fete this year due to the building works. However, 
Moonlight Walk (Sept 6th) and Table Top Sale (Sept 28th) details 
are available from 860303. 

 VoB Ramblers. Contact Jan, 0115 9825600, or check website 
http://www.ramblers.co.uk/walksfinder. 

Thurs 8th 2.30pm Methodist Friendship Group, Chapel Schoolroom. The Swayfield 
Handbell Ringers demonstrate their skills. Refreshments served. 
More details from Glenys Bradshaw 01949 842893. 

Mon 12th 7.15pm Parish Council meeting. Fuller Rooms. Residents are welcome as 
observers and for 15 minutes at the start may address the council 
with concerns or questions. 

Thurs 22nd  Methodist Friendship Group. Annual Outing to Flintham Museum 
of Shopping. Contact Glenys Bradshaw 842893. 

Tues  (Check date) W.I. Outing Contact: Marion Orr 843629 

 Tues 20th  W.I. 'The Funny Side of the Funeral Business’ - Anne Halsey. 
VC Hall 

Computer.sos@btinternet.com 



Primary School News 
This term improvements to the school environment included reception class 
playground and renovations made to the willow maze by the 'Friends of 
Bottesford Primary'. 
The school raised £150 at The Vale Choral Performance for Dove Cottage. 
Each term the children focus on Christian values, this term's values were 
Responsibility and Generosity. 
The Fire and Rescue Service visited the school. 
The Vale Sports Day for Years 4, 5 & 6 was 12th June. Parents were reminded 
children could bring water bottles to school and ensure that children have a sun 
hat and sun cream. 

The 100 Club 
The VC Hall committee have decided to discontinue their 100 Club and would 
like to take the opportunity to thank all past and present members for their 
support over the last 15 years. The Club was started in 1998 to raise funds to 
build a new village hall in Bottesford, and over that period has raised almost 
£10,000.  The committee will be calling an end to the 100 Club in September, 
and hope that everyone continues to support their other fund raising activities. 

Summer Reading Challenge 2013 – Creepy House 

Children aged four to twelve can take part in 
spine-tingling exploration and hair-raising 
adventure at Bottesford Library this summer. 
Creepy House, an exciting reading challenge, 
takes place from 6th July. Sign up for free, read 
six books throughout the summer, and receive 
stickers and rewards. Explore the 'Awful 
Upstairs', 'The Frightful First Floor' and 'The 
Sinister Cellar'. All children who complete the 
challenge will receive a Creepy House certificate 

and medal. They will be entitled to free admission to Snibston Discovery 
Museum and Bosworth Battlefield by showing their Creepy House sticker poster 
at reception (one child per full–paying adult). For more information about 
Creepy House call in at the library or visit www.leics.gov.uk/creepyhouse 

Defibrillator News 
The Vale of Belvoir Lions will soon be installing a further defibrillator in 
Bottesford – in the Pinfold Lane area, bringing the total in Bottesford up to 4. 
Well done, Lions. 

‘Buy Bottesford’ 
If you have a business in Bottesford, or are a budding entrepreneur, then you 
will want to know about a shopping event in Bottesford on Bank Holiday Monday  
26th August, giving shoppers the opportunity to ‘buy local’. More information on 
when, where and how from Ophelia on 07807782469 or 
pheliameansbusiness@gmail.com 

Bottesford Ladies wrap up 4th Melton Badminton 
title 
Bottesford Ladies clinched their fourth successive title with a 5-4 win at Mars to 
finish the season on 40 points from six games. Congratulations to captain Linda 
Hallam and the rest of her team. 

Letters 
Nancy Forster writes “Dear Village Voice, please thank 
everyone who baked, washed up, donated raffle prizes and ate cake and drank 
coffee - not forgetting the Guides for the loan of the urn and the football club 
for the loan of the gazebo! We raised £280 for the Rosie May orphanage in Sri 
Lanka. Thanks to you all!” 



Neil Smith & Dad 
Plumbing & Heating 

 

For all domestic & light 
Commercial work 

 

07976219989 — 01949 842145 
 

www.neilsmithplumbing.co.uk 

                      Gas safe registered 

Village Voice Contacts  
Advertising: Email  vvadverts@hotmail.com   or  phone 842141 
Editorial: Dilys Shepherd on 843505 or Susan Meech on 843402  
Deadline for September/October Edition (Issue 67): 20th July. 
E-mail: vv@bottesford.org.uk   Facebook:  ‘Village Voice, Bottesford’ 
To view in colour see our website: www.villagevoice.bottesford.org.uk 
Whilst every care is taken in the printing of notices and advertisements, the 
committee accepts no responsibility for any inaccuracies or consequences which 
may arise from them. Views expressed in the Village Voice do not necessarily 
reflect those of the committee. 

Bottesford Bowls Club 
The new season started well with a friendly game against The Cavaliers from 
Nottingham and an inter-club game where a ‘bring a plate’ tea ensured that 
there was plenty of food for the players. Both home and away fixtures have also 
brought successful results. 
The social aspect of the game is very important to the club and new members 
are always welcome. Monday Club Night is a free night for everyone and bowls 
of all sizes for women and men are available for those who would like to ‘have a 
go’. For information contact: Pauline Palmer 842212 or paulinep775@aol.com 

Bottesford Under-11s Cup Glory 
Bottesford FC Under-11s won their first silverware when they beat Winthorpe & 
Coddington 5 – 0 in the New Newark Youth Football League Cup Final. The team 
also finished 2nd in Division 2 of NNYFL and gained promotion to Division 1 next 
season. 
Nigel Graham 
(Manager) said 
“This has been a 
great season for 
everyone involved 
and an amazing 
achievement in 
my first year as 
manager.” 
Back row l-r:  
Jack Graham, 
A a r o n 
Charlesworth, Will 
Snow ,  Ha r r y 
Veitch,  
Matthew Cox, Samuel Murray, Joseph Myers, Manager Nigel Graham. 
Front l-r: Jack Heathford, Harvey Young, Ben Cullen, Aidan Smith, Joshua 
Beeston. 

Under-8s 
(Blues) 
Success at the 
Collingham 5-
a-Side 
Tournament 
The Under-8s enjoyed a 
great day at the recent 
Collingham tournament, 
winning 4, drawing 1, 
and losing 1 


