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Our Photo Competition 
The overall winner of our photographic 
competition was Ashley Waterfall with his photo 
entitled 'Summer Harvest'. This was taken from 
the Winterbeck industrial units looking toward 
Orston one late summer evening.   
In 2nd place was Ros Willis and  
in 3rd place Glenda Gibson. 

'Summer Harvest' by Ashley Waterfall 

‘Snow on Beacon Hill’ by Ros Willis 

Untitled, by Glenda Gibson 

Many thanks to everyone who submitted 
their photos - 40 in all - and especially to 

Mark Pugh, who took time from his 
professional photographic business 

to judge the competition. 



News from the Parish Council 
Good Neighbour Scheme Launched 
The Good Neighbour Scheme (GNS), uses volunteers to support people in a 
number of ways, for example transport, household tasks, companionship and 
befriending, gardening, etc. It will operate between 9am and 5pm, Monday-
Friday. 
If you could benefit from this service ring 07849 311740. If you want to help, 
contact Anne Daly on 842491, or email: anne.daly@bottesfordpc.org.uk. 
The website  is www.bottesfordgns.org.uk 
Our Community Remembers 
On a cold, crisp, Sunday morning in November, Parish and Borough Councillors, 
and several members of the public, attended a short service of remembrance at 
the Peace Garden in Bottesford. 
Our chairman, Dermot Daly, laid a wreath on behalf of all residents and Jamie 
Raper (aged 5) laid one on behalf of all the children of the parish. 

What Bottesford Wants 
We want feedback on the projects that are happening in our parish, as well as 
gathering suggestions for new ones. So, we have set up the new 
BottesfordWANTS website, www.bottesfordwants.org.uk which includes on-line 
surveys, as well as an on-line suggestion box. Real (not virtual) suggestion 
boxes will shortly be put up in many local venues. 
Successful Grant Awards 
Our ‘Grants’ team has been hard at work recently, and are delighted to 
announce that BPC has been successful in acquiring three grants: £3,960 for 
the urgent internal and external refurbishment of the Old School Room, £6,000 
for the upgrade of playground equipment, and £10,000 for outdoor gym 
equipment. 
What Will Our Community Look Like in 20 Years’ Time? 
We need your views and ideas on what you think our villages should be like in 
the future. What is important to you? What is not? These questions, and many 
more, will need to be answered as we create our Neighbourhood Plan. This is 
probably the most important piece of work for all residents of Bottesford Parish. 
We need more people to get involved especially from Easthorpe, Muston and 
Normanton, and would like some younger people (great for CVs, university 
applications etc). If you are interested, do get in touch. 
Bottesford Parish Council’s Clerk Retires 
After 37 years in the role of the Clerk to Bottesford Parish Council, Barbara 
Taylor retired last November. All councillors, both past and present would like 
to take this opportunity to wish Barbara all the best in her retirement. 
Councillors' contact details can be found at: 

http://bottesford.leicestershireparishcouncils.org/parish-councillors.html 
To phone the Parish Council office, the new number is: 01949 843611 

Jamie Raper and Dermot Daly lay a wreath 



NEED A MAN THAT 
CAN ? 

Call Chris Greasley 
07814 802963 or 01949 843358 

 

Property Maintenance Inside or Out 
Joinery, Brickwork, Tiling, Patios, 
Fencing, Gutters, Carpets Cleaned, 

Etc.  Etc.  Etc. 

Bottesford Youth Club, for 
young people aged 11-15yrs, is 
going from strength to strength. 
Based in the Old School, the Club 
opens on Tuesday, Thursday, and 
Friday, - just come along. Activities 
include quiz nights, karaoke, Wii U, 
pool, table tennis, piano and tuck 
shop. A repeat of the successful 
day trips are scheduled for 2014. 
To support the two youth workers 
who attend every week, the Club 
needs volunteers. You don't need 
to be especially skilled, just enjoy 

the company of young people. If you could help out just once every 8-10 weeks 
email enquiries@bottesfordyouthclub.co.uk , call Amanda on 07850 572838 or 
drop in to the club; Tuesdays 7-9pm Year 9+; Thursdays 7-9pm Year 7 & 8; 
Fridays 6.30-8pm Year 6. 
News from the Vale of Belvoir After-School Club 
The team welcomes Mrs. Browne and Mrs. Smith, but has said farewell to Mrs. 
Goslin. The summer club was so successful it hopes to run a holiday club in 
February half-term - please register your interest 
with Mrs. Scott. The children help to plan the 
weekly menu, and sharing new recipes with 
others encourages everyone to try new foods. 
'Fun Boxes' are being created for outside play, 
and old kitchen cutlery, plastic bowls, unwanted 
board games and outdoor equipment would be 
gratefully received.  
For more information see www.voboosc.co.uk 
Belvoir High School Achievement 
Evening 
On Tuesday 15th October Belvoir High School 
hosted its annual Achievement Evening. The 
audience enjoyed performances from our 
Expressive Arts pupils and welcomed back many 
of last year’s Year 11s for their GCSE 
presentations.  The Pupil of the Year award went 
to Ben Browne. Congratulations to all the pupils 
taking part and thank you to all parents for their 
continuing support. 
‘Mini-ghouls and ghosts’ spook their way through Normanton 
Halloween night brought out 30 mini ghouls and ghosts, who ‘tricked and 
treated’ their way through Normanton. The event started with soup, hot-dogs, 
and mulled wine (for adults). A big thank you to Victoria and Kevin for hosting 
the evening. 
A spokesperson said: “We drop a note through everyone’s doors the week 
before Halloween, telling people that a group of well-behaved, fully supervised 
children will be calling early in the evening. We put a cross on the back of the 

leaflet and if people do not want 
to be disturbed this can be 
displayed in their window.” 
Many residents entered into the 
spirit of the evening, with one or 
two dressing-up, answering the 
door in full costume (unless that, 
of course, is their normal attire!). 
‘Rambo’ answered one door! 
Thank you to the witches, ghosts 
and Rambo for giving the 
children a lovely evening. 



The Bells of St Mary’s 
Village Voice recently climbed the 
church spire to photograph the bells, 
believing them to be 100 years old 
only to discover that the oldest is 
dated 1460!. 
In 1890 Taylor's of Loughborough 
inspected the tower and condemned 
the bells as too dangerous to ring. 
Funds were raised in the village to 
create both new bells and a new 
frame. The three new bells were 
finally installed in 1903. 
The bells are rung, if requested, for 
weddings and funerals. Their original 
purpose was to keep away the devil, 
although these days we tend to 
think of them as calling the faithful 
to church. David Jones, a resident of 

Bottesford, has been ringing St Mary's bells for 25 years. He is always looking 
out for new ringers. Contact him on 843634 for more information. 
Grantham Food Bank 
The response to the local need for food, publicised through past issues of Village 
Voice, has been remarkable. Each month the shopping trolley in the church is 
full to overflowing, so a big ’Thank You’ is due to all in the church and village 
community who are dropping food and toiletries into the trolley. Sadly, the 
demand through the Grantham Food Bank continues to increase as their note 
acknowledging the donation of almost 200 kilos of food through our church and 
primary school at Harvest-time confirms; “What you have done has helped us 
restore dignity and place food on the plates of almost 3300 local family 
members including 1100 children who found themselves at the point of crisis. 
Through this process we aim to feed over 1200 families within this next year.” 
Please keep your generous donations coming. 
St Mary’s Church: Social Responsibility Group 
Church Pet Service 
On the first 
S unda y  o f 
November, our 
c h u r c h 
r e s e m b l e d 
Crufts, as many 
dogs, pedigree 
and ‘Heinz’, 
(together with 
a couple of 
Guinea Pigs 
and lots of 
furry animals 
w i th  those 
children who 
didn’t have 
pets!) gathered 
for a special 
s e r v i c e 
acknowledging 
our pets as an 
integral part of God’s creation. The service, led by Judith Wells, was remarkably 
well-ordered, considering the mix of animals in the church – as if they 
recognised that they were in the House of God and needed to be on their best 
behaviour!  
It was only rumour that the church organist lost his fingers during the service! 
 



 SPOTLIGHT ON…... 

First responders – the two groups that cover Bottesford 
We are very lucky to have two groups of First Responders covering the parish of 
Bottesford. They work alongside East Midlands Ambulance Service and when a 
999 call is placed, the nearest available responder is contacted and they make 
their way to the source of the call in order to begin emergency treatment as 
soon as possible, while the ambulance is on its way. 
Both groups are charities and rely on donations and fundraising. They are: 
 Vale Responders 
Originally started as a community initiative in Harby in 2003, Vale First 
Responders has been in existence since April 2005 and they have attended well 
over 1,000 emergency calls since then. The team of trained and qualified 
volunteer Responders regularly give up over 400 hours a month to provide 
emergency cover.  
For further information contact chairman@vale-first-responders.com. 

 LIVES 
 (Lincolnshire Integrated Voluntary Emergency Service) 
First Responders Woolsthorpe-By-Belvoir is our local LIVES group and also 
covers Bottesford. They are a group of three First Responders and a Medic and 
the coordinator, Terry Doughty, is one of only 38 Level 4 Responders in 
the county. Mark Garner and Carl Ebrey are both Level 3 responders. 
Rowena Doughty, Terry's wife, is their medic (a registered nurse). They are a 
small group, and are always happy to welcome new members. If anyone is 
interested in learning how to save lives then please get in touch with Terry 
Doughty at terrydoughty@hotmail.co.uk 
or Carl Ebrey at carl@ebrey.net 

Radio Witham 
Did you know that Grantham Hospital has its own Radio Station? Radio Witham 
has been broadcasting to the patients and staff of Grantham Hospital since 1976 
and is run entirely by volunteers - two of whom are from Bottesford. Ray 
Woodcock and Nicola Moxham both have shows on the station which is 
supported by the League of Friends of Grantham Hospital. Radio Witham has 
won several awards for its broadcasting over the years and is always happy to 
welcome keen new presenters to add to it's dedicated team. 
 So, if you are a budding Liza Tarbuck, Chris Evans or Ken Bruce then why not 
fulfil that dream and contact Ray on 07597950007 for more details on how to get 
involved. A full training programme and induction would be provided. 

Advertise in Village Voice 
Delivered to 1490 homes in the parish, 

6 times per year.  Annual Rates: 
6 cm wide x 2 cm high £42 
6 cm wide x 4 cm high £84 

6 cm wide x 6 cm high £126 
6 cm wide x 8 cm high £168 

For your guidance, this panel is 6 cm wide x 4 cm 
high. Higher panels can be purchased, 
space permitting, at proportional cost. 

Please phone 01949 842141 for advice. 



What’s On in January.... 
Sun 5th 10am VoB Ramblers – Granby, Notts, 7 miles. Plungar & 

Grantham Canal for Festival of Winter Walks. Morning 
walk. Contact Jan 0115 9825600. 

Tues 7th 1.30pm U3A AGM, followed at 2pm by 'Sharing Interests'. VC Hall 

Thurs 9th 7.30pm Local History Society. 'The Luddites' – Peter Hammond. 
Fuller Room. 

Mon 13th 7.15pm Parish Council meeting. Fuller Room.  
Sun 19th 2.30pm East Midland Orchid Society, VC Hall. ‘Flowers of the 

Dolomites’, speaker John Ferrari. Non-members welcome. 
Plants for sale. Mick – 842668 

Mon 20th  
2pm - 4pm 

Good Neighbour Scheme team is hosting an Afternoon Tea 
Party in the Old School (next to the library and Fuller 
Room). Everyone welcome to come and find out more 
about the GNS. 

Tues 21st 7.30pm W.I. Members' Night. VC. Contact Marion Orr 843629 
Sun 26th 10am VoB Ramblers – Somerby, Leics, 10½ miles. Traditional 

farmland to Market Overton and Owston. Day walk. 
Contact Jan 0115 9825600. 

Tues 28th 2pm - 
3pm 

Police Team Beat Surgery. Zaro’s Coffee Shop, Queen 
Street. Come along and have a chat to your Local Police 
Beat Team about what matters in your Community. 

And in February….. 
Sun 9th 10am VoB Ramblers. Nether Broughton, Leics. 9 miles. Day walk. 

Out onto the Wolds with classic views of the Vale. 
0115 9825600. 

Mon 10th 7.15pm Parish Council meeting. Fuller Room. 
Tues 11th 2pm U3A – 'Are We Sorted Yet?' – Speaker – Sue Stephenson. 

VC Hall 

Thurs 13th 7.30pm Local History Society. 'The Battle of Bosworth' – 
Richard Titley. Fuller Room. 

Tues 18th 2pm - 
3pm 

Police Team Beat Surgery. Zaro’s Coffee Shop, Queen 
Street. Come along and have a chat to your Local Police 
Beat Team about what matters in your Community. 

Tues 18th 7pm W.I. Annual Meeting. VC Hall. 

Sun 16th 2.30pm East Midland Orchid Society VC Hall. ‘Hunting for British 
Orchids' - Brian Laney. Non-members welcome.  

Contact 842668. 

Sat 22nd 10am VoB Ramblers. Harby, Leics. 12½ miles. Day walk. 
Grantham Canal, Belvoir Castle, & Dove Cottage tea room! 
Contact Jan 0115 9825600. 

Fri 28th 7pm for 
7.30 

Dove Cottage Quiz Night at Hose Village Hall. LE14 4JR, 
with Dr Phil Rathbone! Always a sell out! Tickets £10.00; 
includes two-course ‘hog roast’ supper. Vegetarian option 
available. Tickets phone 860303 or online at 
www.dovecottage.org 

The Full Brontë musical - Village Hall, 2nd March 7.30pm 
Come and enjoy this cabaret style celebration of the Brontes, their lives and 
times, brought to you by the professional theatre company Scary Little Girls, 
www.scarylittlegirls.co.uk 
This homage to English literature's most famous sisters is a romp through 
everything we love about the Brontës and includes comedy sketches, 
storytelling, music, songs, audience games... as well as give-aways! 
Tickets, £8, for those over 14, are available from the SPAR, Zaro’s and from 
Gill Perry on 842868;  perry_gill@hotmail.com 



Important: To publicise your event in the ‘What’s On’ column for March or April, 
please email t.taffs@btinternet.com, or ring 844823, by 29th January. 

News from the schools  
In 1913 Miss Mabel Raithby, a schoolteacher at Bottesford School, rode a 
bicycle without lights and was fined four shillings by magistrates. 
A hundred years later Jackie Strong, Director of Education, opened the Debdale 
Building at Belvoir High School. Six new classrooms and a dance/drama studio 
were exciting new additions to the school. 
In 2003 The new head teacher at the Primary School, Mrs Louise McGrory, 
was interviewed by the Grantham Journal. She predicted that one of her 
greatest challenges would be the school keeping pace with the expansion of the 
village population 

----------------------------------- 
Also in 2003,  
in July, Village Voice published the first Village Guide, containing information 

about clubs, groups and organisations in the village. This has been updated, 
published, and distributed bi-annually since then to every household in the 
parish and is also available on our website. 

A Normanton resident erected homemade notices in protest at the numerous 
lorries that ‘thundered’ through the village. During four hours, 52 lorries used 
this ‘rat run’ between the A52 and the A1. Leicestershire County Council 
officials did not approve of unofficial notices and removed them. 

New opening hours at Bottesford Waste Site 
The autumn and winter times are: 
Open: Daily, 9am to 4pm, except closed Thursday and Friday. 
April to September 2014: open every day, 9am to 7pm. 

British Legion 
It is with regret that we announce the death of Alex Robertson at the age of 89. 
Alex, who served in the SAS in World War Two, was one of the last survivors of 
the post D-Day operations in France and one of the oldest who journeyed to pay 
his respects at the SAS Memorial at Moussey. Alex was always ready to help 
anyone and organised the Poppy Collections in the local villages for many years. 
Village Voice has published articles about Alex and his work with The British 
Legion. You can read these in Issues 39 and 44 on our website 
www.villagevoice.bottesford.org.uk 
The poppy collection raised nearly £2,580 this year. 

Police Information 
Do you have a question about policing or the law? You may be able to find the 
answer here: www.leics.police.uk/contact-us/faq 
New guidance to help young people and parents spot the signs of child sexual 
exploitation. For more details: http://www.leics.police.uk/news-appeals/
news/2013/09/30/could-you-spot-the-signs 

Praying for the Village 
Bottesford Methodists are taking steps to reach more people in the community. 
The Rev Lesley Taylor said: “In an age of automated phone lines, prayer is a 24-
hour direct line which we want to keep open. Every month we will say prayers 
for those living in Bottesford, starting in the west and working eastward, 
covering all the village in a year. 
“We want to know about the things that really concern people so we will deliver 
an invitation to each home, seeking requests for prayers which will be included in 
our Sunday service at 10.30am.” Prayer requests can be left in a letter box on 
the wall of the church, which is near the ford on Devon Lane. 

Fireworks 
The VOB Lions put on what was described as the 'best ever firework show' and 
they extend a huge thank-you to Graham Peace for providing and running the 
fireworks this year. Over £3,000 was raised. 



Neil Smith & Dad 
Plumbing & Heating 

 

For all domestic & light 
Commercial work 

 

07976219989 — 01949 842145 
 

www.neilsmithplumbing.co.uk 

                      Gas safe registered 

Village Voice Contacts  
Advertising: Email  vvadverts@hotmail.com   or  phone 842141 
Editorial: Dilys Shepherd on 843505 or Susan Meech on 843402  
Deadline for March/April Edition (Issue 70): 20th January. 
E-mail: vv@bottesford.org.uk   Facebook:  ‘Village Voice, Bottesford’ 
To view in colour see our website: www.villagevoice.bottesford.org.uk 
Whilst every care is taken in the printing of notices and advertisements, the 
committee accepts no responsibility for any inaccuracies or consequences which 
may arise from them. Views expressed in the Village Voice do not necessarily 
reflect those of the committee. 

Scouts in Bottesford 

We have a thriving group of cubs and scouts in the village led by enthusiastic 
and dedicated adults. Group Scout Leader is Rosanne Rawson, (extreme left in 
the photo) who began working with the group in 1968. Leader of the scouts is 
Simon Ashworth, assisted by Dan Allen (both back row left). Extreme right in 
the photograph is Alistair Yates and Viv Money. Viv started working with the 
cubs about 33 years ago. She clearly enjoys her work and is fiercely supportive 
of the organisation. Alistair was a scout in the village and Viv recently 
encouraged him to return as an assistant leader. 
Village Voice was inspired by the visit to the Scout Hut; people giving up so 
much time to youngsters, and really enjoying the challenge too. And so many 
learning new skills, about discipline, helping each other, and having fun all at 
the same time. 
If you would like to know more contact Simon on 842189 

Advertise in Village Voice 
To 1490 homes in the parish, 2-monthly 

Annual rates: 
6 cm wide x 2 cm high, £42 
6 cm wide x 4 cm high, £84 
6 cm wide x 6 cm high, £126 
6 cm wide x 8 cm high, £168 

Please phone 01949 842141, or email. 

Sports news 

Monday Group of 
Rainbows 
We also have very busy 
Rainbow, Brownie and 
Guide groups in Bottesford, 
and here is a photo of the 
Monday Rainbow Group 
w i t h  t h e i r  l e a d e r 
Emma Yates. 
For more information 
contact Adele Glossop on 
01476 870548 

Village Voice is keen to promote all the sports clubs 
 in the village. If you have any news don’t 

 forget to let us know by contacting 
Gill on 842868 or emailing  perry_gill@hotmail.com 


