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Bottesford Community Library logo 
competition 
This photo shows the winning design for the 
Community Library logo competition that was 
drawn by Samuel Hinton (aged 11). Thanks to 
all the children who submitted entries and to  
Liz & Kait for their hard work. 
The County Council have agreed that the library 
will be run by the Bottesford Community Library 
Association (BCLA) from October 2015. 
 
BCLA is looking for volunteers and for Friends 
to make a regular donation to support their 
work (see leaflet enclosed). For more 
information go to our Facebook page or email: 
bottesfordcommunitylibrary@outlook.com or 
ring 843402. 

Wheelchair donated to the Good 
Neighbour Scheme 

Money collected 
through a book loan 
scheme at Mane 
Line on Queen 
Street, has been 
used to buy a 
wheelchair for the 
Good Neighbour 
Scheme. Rosemary 
(the owner) chose 
this charity as a 
‘thank you’ for their 
help with her 
mother.  
Up to the end of 
April the scheme has 
carried out almost 
700 jobs which 
range from taking a 
dog to the vet, 

doing some shopping, or visiting people at home. 
The Scheme urgently needs volunteer drivers. 

To help, ring Linda on:  07849311740 or 
email:  lindarichardson69@msn.com     

Pictured with Rosemary is Linda Richardson, who 
organises the GNS, together with Ruth Houghton in 
the chair, who is a regular user of the scheme. 

Muston May Day 
The sun shone on Muston as crowds gathered to 
watch the Duck Race. All 200 ducks were sold and 
there was much excitement as everyone waited for 
the first ducks to appear. The race was followed by 
a barbecue and 5-a-side competition. 
 
May Day was organised by Muston Playing Fields 
Association to raise funds. With Parish Council 
support, they have already purchased some new 
equipment, but more is needed, especially with a 
growing number of toddlers in the village. 
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Parish council 
Nine people were 
elected to the Parish 
Council in May. Namely: 
Alan Gough, Miriam 
Forsey, Julia Tobin, 
James Goodson, David 
Wright, Bob Bayman, 
Leigh Donger, Heather 
Shephard and Roger 
Pacey.  
For information contact 
the Clerk (Sharon Pyke) 
on 222478, or email: clerk@bottesfordpc.org.uk 

Bottesford Pre-School news 
We have had a fitness and exercise week at Pre-School which included 
some football training and karate lessons. The children really enjoyed 
the football coaching and are looking forward to a future session. 
All the children love keeping fit on the bikes at Pre-School but 
unfortunately our balance bikes need replacing so if anyone would like to 
donate an old one we would be very grateful. Ring 844489 or email: 
enquiries@bottesfordpreschool.org.uk. 

Primary School News 
Diversity Theme Days. Two 
representatives of the Sikh 
religion recently brought to the 
school musical instruments, 
food, and artefacts. The 
children enjoyed storytelling, 
dancing, and playing the 
instruments.  
 
Forest Schools. The focus of 
the activities is to develop team 
work and effective 
communication skills, using the 
outdoor environment. The KS2 children built the tallest tower the Forest 
School teacher had seen. The KS1 children made boggits. 

Neighbourhood Plan Matters: the consultation phase 
The Neighbourhood Plan Group has carried out a number of consultation 
events to find out what people think is good and bad about the parish, 
and to decide about what residents want in the future. 
 October 2014, meeting with representatives from businesses, 

schools, sports and hobby clubs, places of worship and neighbour-
ing councils.  

 Paper-based and on-line survey in November 2014. 

 January 2015, the Rural Community Council met with children from 
Bottesford Primary School, supported by Bottesford Youth Council. 
All older children were invited to take part in a survey.  

A public meeting for all residents is being organised for summer 2015 
Please visit the website or Facebook pages. They would love to hear 
from residents with any concerns or ideas. The Neighbourhood Plan 
Communications Team: 
www.bottesfordparishneighbourhoodplan.wordpress.com   

mailto:clerk@bottesfordpc.org.uk
http://www.bottesfordparishneighbourhoodplan.wordpress.com
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Local women join forces to get Bottesford biking 
Local mums, Emma Roberts and Britta Bayman, recently decided to 
organise their own bike events and ‘2 Wheels and a Piece of Cake’ was 
formed, with the aim of encouraging people to enjoy a bike-ride. Emma 
said: “We want people to enjoy cycling for the social side of it, to have 
fun, and to gain confidence about taking exercise. And enjoy tea and 
cake.” Britta said: “We have organised an event on 6 September, ‘The 
Belvoir Blast’, supported by British Cycling & open to all. There are 3 
rides: 26, 55 and 100 miles.” 
 
For more details, visit: 
www.2wheelsandapieceofcake.co.uk or 
drop a line to 
hello@2wheelsandapieceofcake.co.uk.  
For training routes from Bottesford, go 
to www.ridewithgps.com, click on the 
'Find' tab and enter 'Bottesford' and 
keyword 'Belles'. 
 
Photo caption: “Bring me Sunshine!” 
Emma and Britta look forward to their 
next bike ride. 

Bottesford and District WI darts team’s best ever year 

The WI darts team not only won all their league matches but they were 
also top of their league, and won all of the games in the county team 
finals night too! They believe that this might be the first time that a WI 

darts team has achieved this. The 
team practise at The Red Lion and 
would like to thank them for their 
support.  
 
Pictured are some of the members of 
the Bottesford and District WI darts 
team, from left to right: Margaret 
Metcalfe, Nicola Moxham, Pat Rollings 
(Captain), Anne Reek, Val Carey, 
Diane Cumberland and Pat Burton. 

Ivan from Chernobyl 
In 2002 I was one of the lucky people in the Parish to have one of the 
children from the first group from Chernobyl. My little 7 year old boy was 
called Ivan. They came for the first of 
one month visits for 5 years. Ivan was 
a studious boy and always said that he 
wanted to be a Geography Teacher. 
Imagine my surprise to receive an 
email in April this year saying:  (in 
Ivan's words). “I have everything 
changed. I am though now modelling 
for a career and these photos have 
been in several shootings for 
magazines, fashion shows of the 
fashion weeks in the country. The five 
years I spent with you were probably 
been the best in my life.” 
Anne Ablewhite 

http://www.2wheelsandapieceofcake.co.uk
mailto:hello@2wheelsandapieceofcake.co.uk
http://www.ridewithgps.com/
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WW1 centenary casualties: 
 
Sergeant James Richey Furnival (killed in action 
30.04.1915) was the youngest son of the Rev. James Furnival (Rector 

of Muston Church in the late 1800s) and Mrs. Julia Furnival. James was 
born in Muston in 1879. In 1909 he emigrated to Western Australia as a 
farmer, volunteering on the 7th September 1914 to serve with the 11th 
Battalion Australian Infantry Force. He was killed in action at Gallipoli on 
the 30th April 1915. 

First World War heritage weekend 
Over 500 people attended ‘the Bottesford in the Great War Exhibition 
and Concert’ held at St Mary’s in April. In addition to examples of 
memories and memorabilia collected from within the Parish, the displays 
included a much appreciated display of 1st World War clothes kindly 
made available by Kathleen Panter. The cream teas in aid of Church 
funds encouraged people to stay and discuss the exhibition.  
The Exhibition was also on view at a well-attended Saturday evening 
concert of music and readings also illustrating the impact of the war on 
the Parish. Music of the period was performed by the Vale of Belvoir U3A 
Choir and conducted by Barbara Cobb. The Primary School Choir, 

conducted by Liz Mills, performed 
WW1 songs and very well received 
musical items reflecting the 
sentiments of the period. Judy 
Holborow accompanied both choirs 
on the piano. Malcolm Owen was 
the narrator for the evening. 
Readings selected from the 
Grantham Journal and the School 
Log from the period were read by 
Primary School children, Jack 
Simpson (from Belvoir High 
School), Vic Martin, Dave Slater, 
Elaine Marlow and Sue Middleton. 
The Concert raised over £700 for 
the Friends of St Mary’s. 

Jack Simpson (Photo) 

Bottesford bombed 50 years ago 
Bottesford had the distinction of being the last place in England to be 
bombed. On 20th March 1945 a Junkers 188 dropped a number of dud 
explosives and fired cannon shells. There was little damage and no 
casualties. 

Able Seaman George Alfred Calcraft 
(died 27.05.1915) was the second 

person from Bottesford to be killed on active 
service in the 1st World War. He died whilst 
serving on HMS “Princess Irene” when it 
exploded with the loss of all but one 
survivor from 225 crew members. Alfred 
Calcraft was aged 33 when the incident 
occurred at Sheerness on 27th May 1915. 
Sadly his body was never recovered for 
burial and he has no known grave. 
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Sidney Culpin 28/5/1927 – 7/4/2015 
 
Sid was always a smart, kind, gentleman mostly in collar and tie. In 
the 1960’s he took up the position of chauffer to the late Duke of 
Rutland and left his city of birth, Leicester, to live at Belvoir. 
 
Sid had spent most of his working life in the retail trade. In the 
summer of 1965 he opened Sid’s Fruit and Vegetables in Queen 
Street, Bottesford. From humble beginnings the shop is now in its 
50th year. Sid helped in the shop until he was eighty years young. 
He met lots of lovely people and had a great rapport with many, 
had lots of fun and laughter with loyal customers and made many 
good friends. ‘Quality’ was a key word and always do your best with 
a smile. 
 
Sid’s early life was spent in 
Leicester and he was a lifelong 
supporter of Leicester City Football 
Club. In World War 2, he served in 
the navy. Sid also enjoyed most 
sports, playing football, cricket and 
tennis, and in the 1980’s he took 
up playing bowls. 
 
He loved company and enjoyed a 
pint or two. Sid was always very 
proud of his family and he will be 
very sadly missed. 
 
Jean, Alisdair and Hannah Culpin 
 
Sid with his grandson, Harry, in 
2008 (Photo) 

SPOTLIGHT ON….   

Plant your flowers and veg. now for the Horticultural Show 
on 12th September 
Start planting seeds and sets for flowers, fruit and vegetables now so 
that you can benefit from delicious home grown fresh produce. Also, of 
course, so that you can enter exhibits for the 63 classes plus six junior 
classes at the show. For gardening help and advice, visit the Gardens 
Association shop (Sunday 9.45-11.30 am & Wednesday 6 – 7pm). 

Attention all allotment holders - Best allotment 
competition 2015  
This annual competition is promoted and sponsored by the Parish 
Council and this year it is being organised by the Bottesford Gardens 
Association. The allotments will be inspected by two judges who are both 
experts in this field; they are also external to the village. The judging is 
expected to take place between late July and the end of August.  
 
All parish council owned allotments will be judged, but only those clearly 
displaying their plot number will be eligible for entry. To find your plot 
number look on your contract or contact the Association secretary on 
842773, or call at the Association shop. 
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What’s On in July... 

And in August….. 

1st & 3rd Wednes-

day of each month 

Lite-Bite Lunch Group is held at the Methodist school room 

from 12noon to 1pm. Everyone is welcome. 

Weds 1st 2.30pm 
Mothers Union. Ministry in Methodist Church.  

Rev Ian Mason 

Fri 3rd 10 – 12 noon 

Pre-school. An open morning for new and existing families, 

from 10-12 am .... come and join us for a coffee all wel-
come. 

Sat 4th & Sun 5th 

10.30am - 4pm 

Bottesford Open Gardens. Many gardens in Bottesford & 

Easthorpe. Admission by programme, £3 from local shops, 
etc. Children under the age of 16 accompanied by a trail 

programme holder are free. Contact Phil, 07941213870, or 
Debbie 842834 

Sun 5th 10am - 4pm 
VoB Ramblers. Melbourne Derbys 12 miles. Contact Rod 

842487 

Thur 9th 2.30pm 

Methodist Friendship Group. Devon Lane. “Living in Cana-

da”. Audrey Cawthorn. All are welcome. Refreshments 
served. Contact: Irene Mason 842952 

Sun 12th 6.30pm Sunday Praise – contemporary band led service at St Mary’s. 

Mon 13th 7.15pm 
Parish Council meeting. Fuller Rooms. Residents are wel-

come as observers. 

Tues 14th 2pm 
U3A, VC Hall. Speaker, Rosemary Gibson who will talk about 

the Grantham canal. 

Tues 21st 7.30pm 
W.I. VC Hall. 'The History of St Pancras', Nigel Lowey. VC 

Hall 

Thurs 23rd Methodist Friendship Group. Annual Outing – river trip 

Sat 25th 7.30pm 
  

Cranmer Company of Singers & Chamber Orchestra: Sere-

nade to Music – St Mary's Church - £10 Adults, £5 Children 
and people on ISA/ESA/JSA; includes glass of wine. Tickets 

from Sylvia, on 850364, also on the door though early book-
ing advised. 

Sun 26th 6.30pm Sunday Praise-  Baptist Church 

Tues 28th W.I. Walk – to be arranged. 

Tues 28th 7pm 
VoB Ramblers. Staunton in the Vale. 5½ miles. See website 

for more details and other walks. 

Weds 29th July 2pm 

Police Team Beat Surgery. Zaro’s Coffee Shop, Queen 

Street. Come along and have a chat to your Local Police 
Beat Team about what matters in your Community. 

 

Weds 5th 7pm  
VoB Ramblers. Bottesford 3m stroll around the village. 

Contact 836042.  

Sun 9th 6.30pm Sunday Praise - St Mary's Church 

Mon 10th 7.15pm 
Parish Council meeting. Fuller Rooms. Residents are wel-

come as observers. 

Tues 18th 7.30pm 
W.I. Celebration Parties for Bottesford & District 90th Anni-

versary, and W.I. Centenary. Contact: Marion Orr 843629 

Sun 23rd 6.30pm Sunday Praise-  Baptist Church 

Sun 30th and 

Mon 31st 
10 am - 4 pm 

  

Grantham Canal Boat Trips, from Lock 18, Rutland Arms 

(Dirty Duck), NG32 1NY.  £3 Adults , £2 children.  Carpen-
ters' Shop open for information about the canal, and re-

freshments. 
Mary Noble - 01476 566578 

Important: To publicise your event in the ‘What’s On’ column for Sept & 
Oct, please ring 844823 or email t.taffs@btinternet.com by 20th July. 



7 

 Hello & goodbye to Village Voice volunteers 
We are very pleased to welcome Becky Ronan as our new 
distribution manager. Becky is replacing Mary Owen and we 
would like to thank Mary (and Malcolm) very much for their 
hard work. Anne Ablewhite has re-joined the committee and 

we are pleased to welcome her back. 
Peter Chiswell worked behind the scenes to lay out the newsletter and 
we would like to say thanks to him as he moves on to other projects. 

You’ll gain more from your visits to the canal, accompanied by 
the Grantham Canal Guide. 
This completely new guide, and DVD, are a mine of information about 
the canal and surrounding area. Everything from towpath surface to 
pubs and restaurants, birds, boats, heritage and history. 
Details at: www.granthamcanal.org/guide-book-to-the-grantham-canal  
or tel: 01476 567477. 

Cranmer Company of Singers & Chamber Orchestra: 
Serenade to Music, Saturday, 25 July 7.30pm, St Mary’s church, 
Bottesford 
Tickets available for a concert, to celebrate their 20th Anniversary. 
Several organ scholars from Southwell Minster will be part of the 
company. 

Village Guide 2015/16 
This Guide to all the clubs and societies in the village is now 
available on line at www.bottesford.org.uk or from the library. 
If you would like a printed copy ring 843402. 

Recent tragic incident in Bottesford 
Resulted in the loss of life as a consequence of fire. As a result the Fire & 
Rescue service left Fire Safety Material and Home Fire Safety Check Re-
ferral Forms in the library. If you would like a home visit please contact 
Mick Grewcock, Leicestershire Fire & Rescue Service, 
email: mick.grewcock@lfrs.org 

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK   House to House to House Collection 

A really big Thank You to everyone who put money in their red 
envelopes and contributed to a total of £2,600+.  
Mary & Malcolm Owen 
Belvoir Good as New sale 
The recent sale made £200+ which goes to the Nottingham Neonatal 
unit. Next sale in October. Details: www.belvoirgoodasnew.co.uk, on 
their Facebook page or Email: belvoirgoodasnew@googlemail.com 
Heather 

Spotlight on Bottesford in the Grantham Journal May 1985. 
The page highlighted the attraction of living in a village with a full range 
of facilities, including schools, transport links, shops, places of worship 
and a variety of sports and leisure clubs. Also featured were Marcus De-
signs (specialists in medieval plaques and ornaments, Mrs Edna Toon 
and her very large collection of dolls, Terry Reason’s Sheer Magic Shows 
and the Busy Bees church fund raisers (handicrafts etc.). 

“Melton Borough Council got it absolutely right” said Barbara Hart 
in 1985 as the Duke of Rutland opened the £450,000 housing scheme on 
Walford Close. A local architect met the challenge to design a housing 
complex that would blend with older buildings and be suitable for elderly 
village residents. Primary school pupils Jonathan Hamer and Sarah Coul-
son chose the name Queens Walk for the path to Queen Street.    

http://www.granthamcanal.org/guide-book-to-the-grantham-canal
http://www.bottesford.org.uk
mailto:mick.grewcock@lfrs.org
http://www.belvoirgoodasnew.co.uk/
mailto:belvoirgoodasnew@googlemail.com
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Village Voice Contacts  
Advertising: Email vvadverts@hotmail.com  

or  phone 842141. 

Editorial: Susan Meech on 843402, 

Deadline for September/October Edition (Issue 79): 20th July, 

E-mail: vv@bottesford.org.uk    

Facebook:  ‘Village Voice, Bottesford’ 

Website: www.villagevoice.bottesford.org.uk includes our ‘Extras’ page. 

 

Whilst every care is taken in the printing of notices and advertisements, the 
committee accepts no responsibility for any inaccuracies or consequences which 
may arise from them. Views expressed in the Village Voice do not necessarily 
reflect those of the committee. 

Neil Smith & Dad 
Plumbing & Heating 

 

For all domestic & light 
commercial work 

 

07976219989 — 01949 842145 
 

www.neilsmithplumbing.co.uk 

                      Gas safe registered 

The Bottesford FC presentation day – a roaring success 

 
Hundreds of players, 
parents and supporters 
were on hand to enjoy a 
marvellous family fun day – 
packed full of presentations 
to all of the clubs teams 
from U5s up to Veterans! 
All trophies were kindly 
presented by local former 
professional player Willie 
Young.  
 

There was also a terrific response to the Club’s aim to raise £25,000 in 
the buy-a-brick campaign for the new Clubhouse. If you’d like to “Buy a 
brick” go to: www.pitchero.com/clubs/bottesfordfootballclub  
 

FA Charter standard community club status for Bottesford 
FC 
Thriving Leicestershire football club Bottesford FC has taken another big 
step forward – after receiving a significant FA award - The FA Charter 
Standard Community Club status.  It’s a very prestigious award, given 
only to an elite number of clubs across the country.   

 
Bottesford FC chairman Daniel Gribby said: “We are delighted.  It’s a 
wonderful achievement for our club to be recognized in this way – and is 
yet further evidence of our growing stature.  It’s a great credit to all 
concerned that after six months of hard work – we`ve been awarded this 
status around two years ahead of schedule!” 
 

New football coach required for Bottesford under 5s & 6s 
The Bottesford under 5s & 6s are looking for an enthusiastic coach to 
help develop and engage the youngsters. The club require minimum 
Level 1 coaching certificate.  
 
Please direct all enquiries regarding the club and the coaching vacancy to 
Daniel Gribby via: news@bottesfordfc.co.uk 

http://www.pitchero.com/clubs/bottesfordfootballclub
mailto:news@bottesfordfc.co.uk

