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The newsletter of Bottesford, Easthorpe, Muston & Normanton 

The first Muston Fest was a great success –  
good weather and the perfect setting of Glebe House  
A variety of stalls, including home made honey and cakes, plus the assault 
course for the children, all proved very popular.  The Lisa Murray Dance 
display, Bottesford Church Choir and Twelve to the Bar kept everyone 
entertained throughout the afternoon.  Further entertainment in the evening 
came from The Belvoir Academy, Muston Brass Ensemble, Twelve to the Bar, 
Alice Wong and The Moscow Trip.  
A perfect evening to sit on the lawn with a picnic and enjoy the music.   We 
raised £1,800 … not bad for a little village.   Will there be another "Fest" next 
year?  Watch this space!   John and Jo Ives 
 
Bottesford Parish Neighbourhood Plan  
Over 170 people attended a consultation event in the VC hall in  June to give their views on the criteria written by the 
Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group.  A final residents questionnaire will be circulated in late August to widen the results 
of the consultation event and provide further evidence of the residents wishes for the parish.  It is hoped everyone will 
return a completed questionnaire allowing the group to demonstrate that the Plan has good support from the 
community. The next major activity is to produce a draft Neighbourhood Plan and seek the Parish Council's agreement 
on its content in September/October (n.b. dates are approximate). If the Plan is agreed it will be sent out for a six week 
consultation period. On the assumption of a general agreement to the Plan, comments will be taken on board and a final 
document will to go to Melton Borough Council early in 2016.   For more information ring 842779 or go to 
www.bottesfordparishneighbourhoodplan.wordpress.com    
 
Irish Dancing 
Caroline Hunt teaches the group after school at the Primary School. They came 5th out of 30 schools at a national dance 
competition in June.  An outstanding achievement as some of the group only started dancing last year. Well done! 

The Muston Fest 
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How did Bottesford celebrate the end of World War II?  
The people of Bottesford celebrated the final victory in style with a sumptuous 
repast on the Rectory lawn, followed by music, dancing and games. After 
celebrating the joyous news, apples, cakes and lemonade were distributed to all 
the children.  
Every seat in church was occupied for a thanksgiving service.  A collection raised 
£11.10s. for the Christian Reconstruction in Europe Fund.  
The Scouts constructed a huge bonfire on Beacon Hill that “flickered merrily”.  
There was a good reason for the merry flicker. Some of the lads had been to the 
Bottesford Gas Works and collected a 40-gallon drum of tar which they had 
concealed in the bonfire!  
Special services were held at church that attracted large congregations including 
the Girl Guides led by Mrs Lane. RAF personnel from Bottesford airfield also 
joined the congregation.  
A Victory Tea was held at the West End, organised by Mrs B Abbott and Mrs B 
Jallands. Mr Baggaley organised the sports and Captain Wright (a prisoner of war 
for 5 years) spoke and gave each child a shilling. He then lit a bonfire – which 
Peter Topps remembers - and everyone sang and danced.  
Mrs Joan Norris lived at Muston Gorse farm and remembers her parents putting 
Union Jacks on the washing posts to celebrate the end of the war. Mr Ian Norris 
remembers that the children in Queen Street also attended a celebration party. 
 
VE 50th Anniversary celebrations August 1995  
Events took place from May 5th to May 9th, including a dance with cold supper at 
the VC hall, a service of Thanksgiving at Bottesford Parish Church and a range of 
activities at the May Day Gala. The Gala included a fun run, procession of floats, 
maypole dancing, wartime cookery competition and an exhibition of wartime 
memorabilia.  
On 9 May, 111 Australian war veterans visited Normanton Airfield where a 
Eucalyptus tree was planted in memory of crew members lost during the war.   
 
World War I Activities Day  
On Friday 25th September there will be a 1st World War Activities Day organised 
with the support of the Heritage Lottery Fund by Bottesford Primary School and 
the Bottesford Community Heritage Group. One of the highlights of the day will 
be a flypast by a replica WW1 biplane (an Airco DH2) -  weather permitting – 
taking place at about 12.50 pm.    
 
First World War Centenary Casualties  
Robert Dolman, a gunner with B Battery 73rd Brigade Royal Field Artilllery, died 
age 30 years on the 28th September 1915 during the Battle of Loos. He has no 
known grave and is commemorated on the Bottesford War Memorial in St Mary’s 
Church, the Loos Memorial in France and the GNER War memorial at Kings Cross 
London. He worked as a rail signal fitter living in Bottesford.  
 

Congratulations to Amy Brodie 
Amy graduated with First Class Hons Bachelor of Laws, LLB 
Hons from Keele  University in July. During Amy's final year 
she became a qualified Gateway Assessor at the Citizens Ad-
vice Bureau, became General Secretary of  Keele Students Un-
ion and an Ementor in a University scheme to mentor  high 
school and college students.  Amy has been appointed to a 
position  of Legal Policy Adviser within the Ministry of Justice 
and will take up  her role in September/October.  

Skate Park  
The skate park is  a great facility but new people are needed to help organise it. 
If you would be interested in helping call Cllr Bayman 07799 131981, Parish 
Clerk  222478  or Jackie Pacey  842982  



3 

Bottesford library 
The Bottesford Community Library Association (BCLA) takes over running the 
library on Monday October 26th. Chair of BCLA Susan Meech said, “We are 
looking forward to starting a new chapter in the life of the library”. The library will 
be run entirely by volunteers and BCLA is very grateful to them for giving up their 
time. BCLA also thanks the Friends of the Library who have supported the 
venture with their contributions, which are very valuable in order to keep the 
lights on!  The Trustees have been well supported by the village and are sure 
that the library will continue to be a valuable resource.   
Call in during the first week; there will be complimentary refreshments. Opening 
hours, slightly changed, include Sunday afternoon. More information at 
www.bottesfordcommunitylibrary.co.uk, on Facebook or in the library.  
 
Scarecrow success  
The Friends of Bottesford Primary 
School’s 15th  annual Scarecrow 
Festival in June raised nearly £2,000 
for the School and additional funds 
for St Mary’s Church, Bottesford Pre-
school and the Youth Club.  
Family category winner:  
Back to the Future by Evie’s 
Scarecrow Crew.  
Open/group category winner: Finding 
Nemo at Little Jack’s farm  
 
Primary School - Fiver Challenge 
Willow and Cedar classes recently took part in the Fiver Challenge.   
Groups of 5 were given £5 to set up a business creating products or services to 
sell/deliver at a profit. The challenge introduced pupils to the world of enterprise 

and helped build important 
employability skills, e.g. team 
working, problem solving, 
communication and financial 
literacy.  
The children were enthusiastic:  
Lamorna Jones said “I loved doing 
the Fiver Challenge. It taught how 
to set up a business.” Poppy 
Bayman said “I enjoyed working 
out our budget.” Daisy Yarham 
said “I particularly enjoyed going 
around doing a mobile stall. It 
helped us sell loads more.” Jeorgia 

Pye-Smith said“I thought that doing Fiver Challenge taught us how to be polite 
and nice to our customers.”  All the groups made a profit and together made over 
£700. This was donated to the school and to charities chosen by the pupils.    
See: http://www.fiverchallenge.org.uk/about-fiver  
  
Bottesford Primary is an ‘Outstanding’ Church School  

This is the verdict of inspectors who came to look round 
our primary school at the end of the summer term.   
“Pupils have a high level of respect for the diverse society 
in which they live, due to the Christian values that they 
uphold. The school’s vision of ‘Aspiring and Achieving 
Altogether’, is clearly embedded in the whole school 
community, and shows an all-encompassing passion for 
equality and respect for others.” Above all, pupils were 
praised for the thoughtful and articulate ways in which 
they explore their own and others’ values and 
beliefs.   What a wonderful way to end the year!  
Liz Mills (Foundation Governor, Bottesford Church of 

England Primary School)  
A pupil’s interpretation of 
The Trinity 
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Flagstone Appeal Update  
A huge thank you to everyone who has supported the St Mary’s ‘Buy a Flagstone’ Appeal.  Together, we have raised an 
amazing £20,000 towards the West End refurbishment  
 
A free cream tea 
On Saturday 12 September, the Church Council of St Mary’s are hosting an  ‘Open Church’ day and invite all 
parishioners of Bottesford, Easthorpe and Normanton to come and look around our newly refurbished Church, meet our 
new Rector and enjoy a FREE cream tea.   
Run, walk, cycle or toddle on the same day when the Churches of Bottesford and Muston support the annual ‘Ride 
and Stride’ day.  Leaving St Mary’s at 10.30am, they travel to Muston and then return to St Mary’s (cream teas on 
offer!)  To join in contact Laura on 842859.  
 
Harvest Supper  
St Mary’s Harvest Supper will be held in the West End of St Mary’s on Friday 18 September at 6.30pm.  Contact Laura in 
the Parish office on 842859 to book individual tickets or tables of 8.  Tickets (including a three course meal and 
entertainment): £10 per adult, £6 for children and £28 for a family ticket. All welcome.  
 
St Mary’s Summer Fair Success  
The sun shone for the Annual Church Summer Fair and Plant sale held in June.  Traditional stalls, teas and cakes, a 
bouncy castle and plants for sale were enjoyed by all in the wonderful setting of Underacre in Easthorpe.  Many thanks 
to Pim and Terry Mabbitt and their wider family, and to all those who came and supported this event, which together 
with the summer raffle, raised £2600 for church funds.  
 
Grantham Food Bank  
The trolley for the collection of food and toiletries for Grantham Food Bank is at the back of St Mary’s Church (open 
every day) for all in the village to donate.  
The demand on food banks continues to increase, so your donations really make a difference to local individuals and 
families who find themselves in real need. Thank you to all who make regular contributions but more is always needed.  
Please help if you can.  
St Mary’s Social Responsibility Group  
 
Methodist Spring Quiz Winners  
The winners of the quiz were John and Cynthia Prater and Glyn Moxham. Linda Clarke, Mary Marshall, Vic and Mu 
Martin, Warwick Banks, Daphne Cassidy and Janet Rea also successfully completed the Quiz. Many thanks to all who 
bought a quiz sheet. £93 has been sent to Dove Cottage.  
 
The Gardens Association Annual Show Sat 12th September 2.30 pm VC Hall. Brochures with entry forms are 
available from the Co-op and the Garden Shop on Grantham Road, just beyond the skateboard park. (Sunday 9.30-
12.00 noon and Thursday 7 pm-8.30 pm). Entries taken on Friday evening. Refreshments will be served during the 
afternoon and there will be a plant stall outside. All the entries can be viewed in the hall from 2.30 pm on Saturday. 
 
Grantham Canal Society Sun 11th October, 10 am to 4 pm. Discovery Day: Carpenter's Shop Canal Depot, 
Woolsthorpe by Belvoir. NG32 1NY. Duck race; wildlife  and craft stands; children's activities; live entertainment; 
displays and presentations; boat trips and refreshments.  An opportunity for you to find out about the restoration of the 
Woolsthorpe Locks. More details: www.granthamcanal.org 
 
 
Destination Bottesford  
Several local businesses and groups, including the Community Library 
Association, Parish Council, U3A and St Mary’s Church attended this event in 
July.  Pictured is VV Editor Susan Meech chatting with St. Mary’s Church stall 
holders Mary Owen and John Topps. 

 

A New Rector for Bottesford and Muston  
The Church Councils of Bottesford and Muston have announced the appointment of Revd David Payne 
as the new Priest in Charge of Bottesford and Muston. David was ordained twenty years ago, and 
apart from a brief excursion into hospital chaplaincy, has served in rural and semi-rural multi-parish 
benefices throughout. David is married to Jo, with two teenage boys, and his interests are football, 
walking and reading P. G. Wodehouse. 



5 

 SPOTLIGHT ON…   
Jean Turner  
11/9/1940 – 1/5/2015  
Jean was born at Clematis cottage, 
Bunker’s Hill, Bottesford. She at-
tended the local schools and most 
of her happy working life was spent 
as shop assistant with A.D. Moul-
sher, the grocers, on Market Street, 
Bottesford. She married Herbert Turner in 1962 and they were together 
for 53 years.  
Jean loved working with children and was an active member of the Pre-
school playgroup, before taking over as chairman of the playgroup from 
Liz Bradshaw. When new premises were required, Jean and her husband 
were instrumental in organising the labour force and overseeing the pro-
ject. It was such a wonderful achievement, with half the village involved 
in one way or another, that the building was highly commended in the 
Prince Charles’s Community Project Award. The building was officially 
opened in 1988. Her lifelong friend, Irene Pacey records that “the play-
group building is a lasting memorial to Jean. It is strong and true, reflect-
ing her values in life”.  
Jean gained childcare qualifications at Melton College. As well as working 
at playgroup she was involved with the local youth club, the girls’ teen-
age group and the after school club. On retirement in 2002, she was an 
active member of the Methodist church and assisted in the Lite Bite 
group, where her apple pies were greatly appreciated!  
Jean lived a full and active life. She is very sadly missed by her family 
and friends.   
(Photo taken when Jean retired from Playgroup in 2002) 

The Primary School Village Voice Literacy Competition  
 
Each year the Village 
Voice has a Literacy 
Competition for the Year 
5 pupils. They are asked 
to produce a piece of 
writing with the school 
choosing the subject. 
Four prizes are awarded: 
first prize is a Gift 
Voucher for £15, second 
prize £10, and there are 
two Highly Commended. 
All get a certificate and a 
pen.  Pictured are the 
2015 winners. 
 
 

Bottesford and Easthorpe Open Gardens  
organised by the Vale of Belvoir Lions  
The weather was beautiful and people came from far and 
wide. There were a great variety of gardens, from very 
large to compact. Some had fig trees and peaches, some 
had roses and vegetables side by side, others chickens 
and hedgehog houses too. Refreshments were on offer, and 
the chance to buy plants. The events let visitors share other 
people's gardens, where you could admire their hard work 
and get ideas for your own.  

L-R:  Will George, Floss Ryan, Jake Cullen, Jonathan Mills  
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What’s On in September... 

Important: To publicise your event in the ‘What’s On’ column for November or December, 
please email t.taffs@btinternet.com, or ring 844823, by 20th September. 

Weds 4th and 18th Lite-Bite lunch group, 12 noon to 1pm at the Methodist school 
room. Everyone welcome. Contact - Irene Pacey 01949 843138. 
On the first and third (&5th) Wednesday every month. 

Weds 2nd 10am PCSO Liam Palmer—- a beat surgery at Zaro's Coffee Shop 

Weds 2nd 2.30pm St. Mary's Church - Mothers Union Service with Judith Wells 
followed by tea and cakes. 

Thurs 3rd 2.30pm Methodist Friendship Group, Chapel Schoolroom, Devon Lane. 
Irene Mason will give an illustrated talk on an American Exchange 
to Bottesford Methodist Friendship Group. A warm welcome to 
all. Refreshments served. Further details, 842952. 

Fri 4th 8pm Creative Space returns to St Mary’s from its Summer break with 
an evening for writers. Beginners and all writers welcome! 
Contact Laura for more details on 842859 

Tues 8th 2pm U3A. VC Hall. Karen Pye-Smith, speaking about Nottingham 
District Oddfellows. 

Thurs 10th 7.30pm Bottesford Local History Society, Fuller Rooms. AGM followed by 
David Gerrard ‘Curiosities of Leicestershire and Rutland’. 

Sat 12th 10am - 5pm St Mary’s Church Open Day - all parishioners are invited to come 
and have  a look at the alterations to the West End, meet our 
new Vicar, and enjoy a FREE cream tea. Everyone welcome! 

Sat 12th 2.30pm The Gardens Association Annual Show. See page 4 for details. 

Sat 12th Ride and Stride walk.  See page 4 for details. 

Sun 13th 2.30pm East Midlands Orchid Society 38th Annual General Meeting. VC 
Hall. Phone: Mike Armstrong, 842668. 

Sun 13th 6.30pm Taize service in St Mary’s Church. 

Thurs 17th 2.30pm Methodist Friendship Group, Chapel Schoolroom, Devon Lane. A 
talk by Linda and Richard Hughes on the work of the Moo Haven 
Horse Rescue Centre. All are very welcome. Refreshments to 
follow. Details 842952. 

Fri 18th 6.30pm St Mary's. Village Harvest Supper. All welcome. See page 4 

And in October….. 
Thurs 1st 2.30pm Methodist Friendship Group, Chapel Schoolroom, Devon Lane. 

Quiz. Everyone welcome. Other details as 3rd September. 
Sun 4th 10.30am St Mary's Church Harvest Festival. 
Sun 4th 10.30am- 
12pm 

Belvoir Good as New Sale, VC Hall. Quality used clothing, toys and 
equipment for 0-10 years. Cakes and refreshments. More details at 
www.belvoirgoodasnew.co.uk or on their facebook page. 

Weds 7th 2.30pm St. Mary's Church - Mothers Union. Talk by David Middleton on 
WW1 Genealogy. 

Thurs 8th 7.30pm Local History Society – Fuller Rooms. Speaker Peter Hammond, 
’Weird and Wonderful Objects’ 

Sun 11th 10am to 
4pm 

East Midlands Orchid Soc Annual Show at Grange Hall, Vicarage 
Lane, Radcliffe-on-Trent NG12 2FB. Admission £2.50 (accompanied 
children free). Contact Mel Stephen 0115 9198124 

Sun 11th 6.30pm Sunday Praise-Contemporary band led service in St Mary’s 
Mon 12th 7.15pm Parish Council meeting, Fuller Rooms. Residents, welcome as 

observers, may also raise concerns/questions for first 15 minutes. 
Tues 13th 2pm U3A. Speaker -Tony Nice; Skipper, Round the World Yacht Race. 

VC Hall 
Thurs 15th 2.30pm Methodist Friendship Group. Speaker - Brenda Snowball – 

Bill Booth’s Army. 
Tues 20th 7.30pm W.I. Wet Felt Making – Speaker: Karen Slade. VC Hall. 
Thurs 29th 2.30pm Methodist Friendship Group. Speaker: Carol Henderson – 

Samaritan’s Purse Shoe Boxes. Other details as 5th September. 

Sun 11th 10am - 4pm Grantham Canal Society. Discovery Day. See page 4 for details. 

Sat 24th The house-to-house Poppy collection begins today. If you would 
like to help call Anne on 842259 

A Date for your diary: An illustrated talk on Barn Owls at the VC Hall from 7.45 pm 
to 9 pm on Tuesday 10th November, including information on the local conservation 
scheme.  Free entrance, voluntary donations to Dove Cottage Hospice.  Please book in 
advance 01949 844319 or valebarnowls@hotmail.co.uk 



7 

 Village Voice Photographic Competition 2015  
‘Abstract’  is  the theme for our third annual photographic competition, judged by 
 local professional photographer  Mark Pugh.   
Prizes will  be awarded  to  the winners in each of three categories: under 11’s,  
11  – 18, and 0ver 18’s.The following rules apply:  
·         All photos must  be submitted as digital photographs only.  
·         Photos can be taken with cameras,  tablets and mobile phones.  
·         The photographs will be judged on their own merit, and not on the kind of  
 camera they were taken with.  
·         Entries limited to  three  photographs per person  
·         Entries to be received no later than midnight 29th November 2015  
Under 18's prize winners will  receive one £50.00 Photography Gift Voucher 
which can be redeemed towards Prom, Family, Birthday, Event Photography 
sessions with Mark Pugh. View  www.mpmedia.co.uk for additional details.  
Over 18's prize winners will  receive  one photography  tuition session with Mark 
Pugh worth £380.00. This will be an opportunity to explore your photographic 
knowledge  and take your skills to the next level.   
Entries should  be emailed to vv@bottesford.org.uk  along with your name, age, 
contact number, name of your photograph and a brief background about the 
photo. N.B.: Copyright remains with the photographer, however, all entries may 
be used by the Village Voice for promotional purposes. Entering the competition 
signifies your agreement to this. Model Release Forms will need to be signed by 
the parents/guardians of any children featured in photographs that are 
published. VV will make arrangements for this where appropriate.  
 
Parish Owls and other wildlife  
Rare Long Eared Owls have been seen in Bottesford and near Normanton, where 
Little Owls raised young this spring in nest boxes provided by a local scheme.  
Curlews visited Normanton and the local peregrines raised one chick this 
year. Circling lazily in the sky this summer above Bottesford has been a Red 
Kite. The RSPB describes this as “a magnificently graceful bird of prey.  
Unmistakable with its reddish-brown body, angled wings and deeply forked tail. 
It was saved from national extinction by one of the world's longest running 
protection programmes, and has now been successfully re-introduced to England 
and Scotland.” 
Early morning and evening walks in the parish have resulted in views of young 
foxes, Muntjac and Roe Deer with badgers being seen before dark. A Muston 
resident has used a trail camera to photograph kingfishers on the Devon.  
 
The Oddfellows  
One of the largest Branch based friendly societies with 151 Branches. The 
Nottingham Branch, based in Bottesford and run by Karen Pye-Smith, has a 
programme of events and meetings, and provides help and support to members.  
Karen is happy to give lifts to members who want to attend events, meetings or 
to come along to see what Oddfellows is all about. Membership is £30 a year. 
For more information contact Karen on 843727 or 
karen.pyesmith@oddfellows.co.uk 
 
Watch out for Lorry-Watch 
Residents have been concerned at the number of lorries coming through our 
villages.  Vehicles over 7.5 tons are allowed to enter the villages when on 
legitimate business but are not allowed to use our community as a short-cut to 
the A1 or Roseland Business Park. The Parish Council are organising a ‘Lorry-
Watch’ to record the number of lorries entering and leaving the restricted 
zone. Once this information is evaluated, they can approach regular offenders or 
report them to the police.    
The Parish Council has also arranged a traffic survey on the A52 this summer.  
The survey will check vehicle numbers and speed.   
 
Defibrillators:  Belvoir High School has donated their defibrillator to the 
Parish.  It will be located on Pinfold Lane.  
 
Allotments:  Anyone who is interested in having an allotment please contact 
Cllr Pacey  842313 or Cllr Shephard 07947 159493.  



8 

Bottesford Football Club July 2015  
These Girls Can Play! 
Have your daughters been inspired by the Women's World Cup? Bottesford 
Football Club in North Leicestershire has developed a thriving Girls section over 
the past few years, and now has teams playing league football at Under 10 and 
Under 11 age-groups, and a development squad for younger players. The club 
has spaces across all Primary age groups for new players ahead of the new 
season, regardless of previous experience – beginners are very welcome as are 
girls who have already played in mixed or all girls teams.  
Team Manager Matt Burton said “We hope that the coverage of the Women's 
World Cup, and the amazing run that the England Lionesses had to the semi-
finals will have created interest among girls across our area to want to start 
playing football. We have a very welcoming club at Bottesford and would be 
keen to hear from anybody who might like to join us for girls training from mid 
August when we start again after the summer.”  
To find out more, please call Matt on 07540 935478 or Steve on  07809 493835. 
Chairman Daniel Gribby was presented with a cheque from the Parish Council 
for £7000 towards the new clubhouse and path.  
 
Charity Quiz Night 
A Charity Quiz Night was held at 
Little Jack's Farm earlier this year 
for the League of Friends of 
Grantham Hospital. Twelve teams 
competed  raising £467.00.  
Nicola Moxham, a trustee of the 
League of Friends said "It was a 
fantastic night, great atmosphere, 
everyone certainly seemed to 
enjoy it. A big thank you to our 
quiz master Peter Lucas and his 
wife Christine who did a great job 
planning and organising it, to 
Dawn and Martin and the team at 
Little Jack's for letting us hold the 
event there, for providing a lovely 
supper and for their very kind 
donation to the charity. Finally, I 
would like to thank all the team 
members for supporting our 
charity. Grantham Hospital plays 
a big part in our local community 
and we, as its supporting charity, are absolutely delighted with the amount that 
was raised. Thank you."  
League of Friends volunteer Christine Lucas being presented with a donation 
from Martin Roberts of Little Jack's. 

Village Voice Contacts 
Advertising: Email vvadverts@hotmail.com  or  phone 842141. 
Editorial: Susan Meech on 843402. 
Deadline for November/December Edition (Issue 80): 30th September. 
E-mail: vv@bottesford.org.uk    
Facebook:  ‘Village Voice, Bottesford’ 
Website: www.villagevoice.bottesford.org.uk   includes our ‘Extras’ page. 
Whilst every care is taken in the printing of notices and advertisements, the 
committee accepts no responsibility for any inaccuracies or consequences which 
may arise from them. Views expressed in the Village Voice do not necessarily 
reflect those of the committee. 
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