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Bottesford Primary School’s WW1 Activities Day 
Children participated in activities designed to promote awareness and understanding of the experiences of 
former pupils who served in the First World War - their training, service equipment, daily routines of trench 
living, health, illness and injury, food and home comforts. Everyone at the school dressed up in period 
clothes and enjoyed a WW1 lunch.  
Scott Knowles from 'Tommy Teaches' led activities focused on life in the trenches. Members of the 

Leicestershire and Rutland Western Front Association (Valerie Jacques, David Humberston, Mr. and Mrs. John 
Taylor, and Andy Ball) displayed WW1 memorabilia.  
Ian and Betty Douglas from the Lincolnshire branch of the Western Front Association demonstrated a 
working model of a First World War tank. Martin Fagan from BelvoirCare and Katie Hateley from FoxMedics 
taught Battlefield First Aid. The Vale of Belvoir U3A Knit and Natter Group showed how knitted garments 
were produced during the War. Volunteers from the Bottesford Parish WW1 Centenary Project also assisted 
staff and The British Red Cross provided VAD nurse uniforms.      
At the end of the day pupils, teachers and volunteers joined together in an assembly to reflect on their 
experience of the day and to remember those from the community who served during the War. 
 
The Bottesford Parish WW1 Centenary Project is supported by the Heritage Lottery Fund. 

First World War Casualties 
Joseph William Edwards was born in 1895 in Staffordshire, and in 1911 the family lived at the South Station 
cottages. When war broke out Joseph Edwards became a private in the Lincolnshire Regiment. He served in 
the Dardenelles Campaign and died in Gallipoli on 25 Oct 1915 aged 19 years. 
 
Bernard Hickson was born in 1893 in Bottesford. The family lived at Easthorpe Mill and his father, Arthur 
Hickson, was a flour miller. Bernard served in the machine gun section of the Lincolnshire Yeomanry and 
died on 3 Nov 1915 in the Mediterranean on board the transport Mercian.  
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 Vale of Belvoir Out Of School Club update 
At the start of the academic year 2015/16 we wish good luck to the 
children that have moved on to senior school and we welcome new 
starters. In the Autumn Term our website will be updated so have a 
look at www.voboosc.co.uk. During the holidays we were given wood for 
our wildlife garden. If anyone has anything to donate please tell us e.g. 
piping, old tyres, pots and pans, kitchenware, stationery etc. If you have 
a skill, hobby or interest that you would like to share with the children 
please speak to Tina Scott, Manager (01949  845006 or 845016). 

 

Village Voice Photographic Competition 2015 
Abstract is the theme for the third annual photographic 
competition run by Village Voice and judged by local professional 
photographer Mark Pugh. Prizes will be awarded to the winners in each 
of the three age categories: under 11s, 11 – 18s, and over 18s. 
The following rules apply: 
 All photos must be submitted as digital photographs only. 

 Photos can be taken with cameras, tablets or mobile phones. 

 The photographs will be judged on their own merit, and not on the 
kind of camera they were taken with. 

 Entries limited to 3 photographs per person. 

 Entries to be received no later than midnight 29th November 2015. 
Under 18s prize winners will receive one £50.00 Photography Gift 
Voucher and this can be redeemed towards Prom, Family, Birthday, and 
Event Photography sessions with Mark Pugh. 
View www.mpmedia.co.uk for additional details.  
Over 18s prize winners will receive one photography tuition session with 
Mark Pugh worth £380.00. This will be an opportunity to explore your 
photography knowledge and take your skills to the next level.  
Entries should be emailed to  vv@bottesford.org.uk along with your 
name, age, contact telephone number, name of your photograph and a 
brief background about the photo. 
Please note that Copyright remains with the photographer. However, all 
entries may be used by the Village Voice for promotional purposes. 
Entering the competition signifies your agreement to this. 
Model Release Forms will need to be signed by the parents/guardians of 
any children featured in photographs that are published and VV will take 
the necessary steps to make arrangements for this where appropriate.  

http://www.voboosc.co.uk/
http://www.mpmedia.co.uk/
mailto:vv@bottesford.org.uk
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Primary school update  
There is a lot of building work underway at the school. The hall is being 
extended to make more room for events such as parent assemblies and 
we are having a new staffroom. The office spaces have been reconfigured 
to provide a better working space and an extra meeting room.  
Finally, we are having two new classrooms that will accommodate rising 
numbers of pupils. All the work is well under way and is due to be 
completed around the October half term.  
Caroline Stevenson (Deputy Head) 

90 years young and still going strong  
Bottesford and District WI celebrated its 90th Anniversary and the 
National Federation of WI’s 100th Anniversary in style recently, with a 
party. Members enjoyed a lovely meal together prepared by the 

committee, and celebrated with two 
cakes. They were entertained by the 
excellent Acme Swing band. 
Bottesford WI has approaching 60 
members and is always keen to 
welcome more. So if you are 
interested in joining, then please 
contact our Secretary, Marian Orr on 
01949 843629. 
Pictured: Bottesford and District WI 
President Glenys Claricoats, 
Nottinghamshire Federation Vice 
Chairman Pam Stoddart and 
Bottesford and District WI member 
Margaret Taylor. 

Bottesford Horticultural Show 2015 
“More entrants and fewer entries” said 
one of the Bottesford and District 
Gardens Association Committee 
members about this year’s show. The 
committee felt that the appearance of 
new faces was encouraging for the 
future. The standard through all classes 
was high with both flowers and 
needlework receiving praise from the 
judges.  
Pictured: the winner of the Village Voice 
trophy, Sheena Colton. 

Allotment Competition 
The Gardens Association has also taken over judging the allotments at 
the request of the Parish Council who continue to sponsor the awards.  
The award for first place in the large allotment category went to Noel 
Carolan with his Mill Dam allotment, and in the small allotment category 
to Teresa Buckley for her Pinfold allotment. 

WI 60th birthday in 1985 
In 1985 on its 60th birthday, Bottesford W.I. was ‘In the Spotlight’ in the 
Grantham Journal. The darts team commented that they would “go on 
trying” in darts competitions because participation and enjoyment was 
more important than success in competitions. Thirty years later the pre-
sent team has participated and enjoyed a best ever year with league and 
county finals success.   
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St Mary’s News 
The Open Church day in September was a wonderful success, with the 
church filled throughout the day with parishioners enjoying the delicious 
free cream teas, friendship and all the treasures of the church building. 
This was followed by the licensing of our new vicar, Revd. David Payne, 
by Bishop Christopher on Monday 14th September with a special service 
involving members of the church family, wider local community and 
Leicester Diocese.  
The annual Harvest Supper completed a very busy week for members of 
the church.  Ninety six people sat down to a three course meal in the 
newly refurbished West End of the church, and there were actually 
complaints about the temperature in church being too warm due to the 
benefits of the underfloor heating!  Guests sang the harvest hymn ‘We 
plough the fields and scatter’ and then enjoyed a sumptuous meal.  
 

Could YOU make room for Mary and Joseph this Advent? 
The Posada figures of Mary and Joseph are again looking for shelter in 
Bottesford and Muston...if you would like to host the Nativity family for a 
night during December, please contact Margaret Fairhurst on 842865.  
 

From the Bell Ringers… 
In September the church bells in Bottesford rang twice in celebration. On 
9th at 17.30 BST Queen Elizabeth 2nd had reigned for 23,226 days 16 
hours and approximately 30 minutes. She had surpassed the reign of her 
great-great-grandmother, Queen Victoria.  On 14th, the bells rang to 
celebrate the licensing of the Revd David Payne as Priest in Charge of 
the Parishes of Bottesford and Muston. 
Visiting ringers from Melton District LDG completed a special month for 
St Mary’s bell ringers. 
Laura Marsh, Parish Administrator for Bottesford and Muston churches, 
Tel: 01949 842 859, Email: office@stmarysbottesford.co.uk 

Parish Council News 
A52 Speed survey results 
Between 12th and 19th of August on the stretch towards Lincolnshire, 14% of vehicles were exceeding 
the ACPO (Association of Chief Police Officers) threshold of 10%+2mph. At the Nottinghamshire end the 
speeds were lower with just 2.1% exceeding the threshold. Police have confirmed they will visit the A52 on 
occasions and carry out enforcement with mobile camera vans. 
 

Bottesford YPC is here 
Are you aged 10-14 and interested in politics? Do you enjoy making decisions as part of a team? Would you 
like to be part of a new Bottesford Parish project called the Young People's Council and help the voices of 
our young people be heard? 
The Mayor, Councillor Jeanne Douglas will launch the Young People's Council on Monday 9th November at 
6pm in the Parish Room with a welcome by the Chairman of Bottesford Parish Council. For more details 
contact Julia Tobin on 844323 or email clerk@bottesfordpc.org.uk. 
 

New sound system in the Parish Room 
The Good Neighbour Scheme has asked to pass on their thanks for the installation of this new system. 

Fraudulent Emails 
A spate of emails supposedly offering tax rebates from HMRC has been 
received in the locality. This is a scam. HMRC does not contact people by 
email in respect of tax rebates – they only use the traditional postal ser-
vice.   
John Shilton, Principal NHW Co-ordinator, Mobile: 07725636626 
JohnS@BottesfordParishNHW.org.uk. 

mailto:office@stmarysbottesford.co.uk
mailto:clerk@bottesfordpc.org.uk
mailto:JohnS@BottesfordParishNHW.org.uk
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Belvoir High School pupils achieve their best ever 
GCSE results  
Belvoir High School pupils are celebrating their best set of GCSE 
results ever with 74.2% of pupils achieving 5 A* - C including 
English and Maths. This comes after a successful OFSTED inspection 
in the summer term that saw the school, part of Belvoir and Melton 
Academy Trust, being rated as ‘good’ in all areas with a grade of 
‘outstanding’ for MV16 6th form centre, in Melton.   
The English and Maths results are particularly impressive with 84% 
of pupils achieving A* - C in English and 85% of pupils achieving A* 
- C in Maths. These results are the school’s best ever in these two 
subjects. Particularly outstanding individual results: Chessy Browne 
7 A*, 4A; Immy Cullen 1A*, 9A, 1B; Erin Daly 6A*, 5A, 2B; George 
Kay 5A*, 7A; Ella Metcalfe 3A*, 6A, 3B; Chris Morgan Smith 1 A 
(distinction), 7A*, 4A; Harriet Algar 1A*, 9A, 2C; Lyle Barradell 2A*, 
7A, 2B;  Alex King 2A*, 6A, 2B; and, Oliver Wong 3A*, 4A, 3B, 1C. 
We have hosted a series of open mornings to meet with 
parents who have pupils in year groups 4, 5 and 6.  If any families 
in those year groups have not had a chance to come and look round 
the school so far, they should contact the office to make an 

appointment.  
 

Pictured are two of the best 
performing Belvoir High 
School male and female 
GCSE students, Chris Morgan 
Smith and Chessy Browne. 
(Photo courtesy of the 
Melton Times.) 
 

Miss J Gant, Acting Head of 
Belvoir High School – 01949 
844920, 

admin@belvoirhigh.leics.sch.uk, www.belvoirhigh.leics.sch.uk  

SPOTLIGHT ON….   

THE SKATE PARK MIGHT SOON HAVE TO CLOSE  
Our park is a fantastic place for skaters of all ages, from the village and 
surrounding area. It provides a space to 
meet up rather than just hanging around 
the streets, but the jumps are wearing out 
(see photo).  
Unless we can get some new people 
involved on the Park Committee, working 
towards funding the maintenance and 
building new jumps, we will not be able 
to carry on. If you are interested in 
helping then please call Ian Wright on 
0115 9893630.     
The more people who get involved the 
better.   Do please give Ian a ring - 
NOW! 
Photo courtesy of Joe Palethorpe - skate-
park user & photographer. 

mailto:admin@belvoirhigh.leics.sch.uk
http://www.belvoirhigh.leics.sch.uk/
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What’s On in November... 

Important: To publicise your event in the ‘What’s On’ column for January or February, please email 
heather.stokes1@btinternet.com or ring 844009, by 27th November. 

And in December... 

 Wed 4th 2.30pm  Mothers Union, with Judith Wells and Revd. D. Payne – ‘about In-
dia’.  St Mary’s.  

Thurs 5th 7pm  Vale of Belvoir Lions’ Bonfire and Firework display. The Paddock, 
Devon Lane. Admission – £4 for adults, £2 for unaccompanied chil-
dren, £1 for children accompanied by an adult. Food and drinks 
available, including Pre-School refreshment stall.  Fingers crossed 
for good weather!  Gates open at 6.15pm.  

Sat 7th 7.30pm  The Friends of Bottesford Primary School present an Auction of 
Promises at the VC Hall.  Tickets on sale from the School Office - 
£5 including Ploughman’s supper.  Licensed bar.  Doors open at 
7pm for registration.  All proceeds will go towards new laptop com-
puters for the pupils.  

Sun 8th 10.30am  Service of Remembrance - St Mary's Church.  

Mon 9th 7.15pm  Parish Council meeting, The Old School, Bottesford.  

Tues 10th 7.45pm  The Barn Owl – an illustrated talk with pictures, sound and video 
presented by the Vale of Belvoir Barn Owl Preservation Group, in-
cluding information on the local barn owl population and conserva-
tion scheme – VC Hall.  To book a place phone 844319 or email 
valebarnowls@hotmail.co.uk – the talk is free but voluntary dona-
tions in aid of the Dove Cottage Hospice welcome on the evening.  

Sat 14th 7.30pm  The Friends of St Mary’s invite you to a Swing Music Concert with 
the Tony Farrell Big Band and a guest appearance from Pete and 
Mark Skelton.  With compositions from the 1920’s onwards, the 
evening will showcase some of the most memorable music from 
the Big Band evolution – St Mary’s (doors open at 6.30pm).  

Sat 21st 2 – 4pm  Christmas Fair, The Old School, Main Street, MUSTON.  

Fri 27th 2.30 – 4pm  Christmas Fair, Bottesford Primary School.  

Sat 28th 10 – 2pm  St Mary’s Christmas Fair.  Festive fun for all the family.  

Sun 29th  Village Voice Photographic Competition – all entries must be re-
ceived by midnight on the 29th November.  See page 2.  

Sun 29th 11am  The Bottesford Toy Run by Triumph Owners MCC from The Red 
Lion to the Meres Leisure Centre, Grantham, then on to Melton.  All 
motorcyclists welcome – bring a toy (new or nearly new).  John 
Bartlett: 01780 762531 or 07790583082.  

Wed 2nd 2.30pm  Mothers Union, favourite carols with F. Stapleton – St Mary’s.  

Sun 6th 10.30am  Toy Service and Christingle at St Mary’s.  

Mon 7th  Bottesford Pre-school clothing recycling collection.  All donations of 
clothing, shoes, soft toys, handbags or belts gratefully received 
(and can be left outside the Pre-school).  

Sat 12th 10am – 
4pm  

Crib Festival and Art Exhibition at St Mary’s. Festive refreshments 
will be available.  

Mon 14th 7.15pm  Parish Council meeting, The Old School, Bottesford.   

Sun 20th 6.30pm  Carols by Candlelight at St Mary’s.  

Thurs 24th 4pm  
 
and 11.30pm 

Crib Service at St Mary’s.  Children are encouraged to come dressed 
as a character from the nativity story!  
Midnight Mass at St Mary’s.  

Fri 25th 10.30am   Worship for Christmas morning at St Mary’s.  

Sat 26th 11am  Vale of Belvoir Lions’ Boxing Day Duck Race. Refreshments will be 
served in St Mary's courtyard from 10.45am.  Duck race cards will 
be on sale from the end of November.  

mailto:valebarnowls@hotmail.co.uk
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 Bottesford Parish Neighbourhood Plan - future activities 
You should now have received the residents’ questionnaire which will 
gather your views on the future of the Parish. We realise that it is yet 
another form to fill in but it is really important to get a good response so 
that we are confident that the Neighbourhood Plan document reflects 
your views. Also, that it has the support of the community. If you have 
not received one do contact us. 
The result of the Housing Need Survey is with Melton Borough Council 
and will be reported on our website: 
https://bottesfordparishneighbourhoodplan.wordpress.com/  
A sub group of the Steering Group is collecting evidence on the extent of 
flooding that occurred in the Parish in 2001. If anyone has photographs 
or other records of this event and would be prepared to share them 
please contact the number below. We need to have an accurate picture 
of flooding as this will affect the siting of new developments. 
Richard Simon, Steering Group Clerk  01949 842779, 
or richardsimon2311@gmail.com  

Lions donation 
 
Members of the 
Vale of Belvoir Lions 
are pictured here 
making a donation 
to Lincolnshire and 
Nottinghamshire Air 
Ambulance from 
money raised at the 
open gardens 
weekend.  

Bottesford Community Library is now open so come and 
visit us 
The library in Bottesford is now being run by the Bottesford Community 
Library Association (BCLA) and staffed by a team of volunteers. The 
Community Library will continue to offer all the services that have been 
available in previous years.  
BCLA will run a number of regular activities in the library and more will 
be added as time goes on. To start with there will be story telling for 
children every Thursday morning at 10, a regular genealogy group and a 
monthly book group on Friday morning at 10. There will be children’s 
craft sessions in school holidays. If you would like to run a session in the 
library do let us know.  
For more information visit the library, look on our Facebook page and 
web site or ring 0116 305 3550. 
Our new opening hours are: 
Mondays        -  3 pm. to 6 pm. 
Tuesdays       -  3 pm. to 8 pm. 
Wednesdays  -  Closed 
Thursdays      -  9.30 am. to 12.30 pm. 
Fridays           -  9.30 am. to 12.30 pm. 
Saturdays       -  9.30 am. to 12.30 pm. 
Sundays         -  1 pm. to 4 pm.  

New Saint George Morris dancing team 
This local team is looking for more members. For further information 
contact: Sally-Ann Shouler. http://www.newstgeorge.org.uk/ 

https://bottesfordparishneighbourhoodplan.wordpress.com/
mailto:richardsimon2311@gmail.com
http://www.newstgeorge.org.uk/
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Bottesford Football Club’s Clubhouse project gets a 
financial boost 
Peverel Manners of Belvoir Fruit Farms, presented Nick Dobney from 
Bottesford FC with a cheque for £1,000 on Saturday 19th September. He 
said “These facilities will be brilliant for a superb club which is a pillar of 
the community and we are thrilled to support them”.  
Bottesford FC has a commitment from the Football Foundation for 
substantial funding to build a much needed Clubhouse on the 
Nottingham Road site. They have now raised over £18,000 via the Buy-a
-Brick scheme and are closing in on the £25,000 club contribution 
towards the new Clubhouse, set by the Football Foundation. 
To contact the club email: news@bottesfordfc 
w:http://www.bottesfordfc.co.uk 
f: https://www.facebook.com/bottesfordfootballclub 
 

Bottesford FCs girls’ teams grow in strength 
The club now has girls’ teams at both under-10 and under-11 age groups 
in the Leicestershire City and County Girls’ Leagues. There is also a 
development squad for girls aged five to eight who train to learn the 
basics. Both training and games take place on Sunday mornings.  
If you would like to join contact Matt on 07540935478 or Steve Ryan on 
07809493835. 
 

Bottesford Bowls Club’s most successful season 
This season we retained the L.L.B.C. Division 1 Championship, and Knock
-out Cup and our entry into four County Competitions was also 
successful. We won the N.C.B.A. 3 x 3 League, Southern and Northern 
Sections, Champion v Champions.  
The Portland Bowl and the Brian Lee Trophy: by winning the Brian Lee 
Trophy, we will now represent Nottinghamshire in the Durham Centenary 
Trophy for the National Club Centenary Championship.   We have also 
finished in the top third of the Belvoir 2 and 3 Wood League.   
One of our younger bowlers has done exceptionally well. Jack 
Emmerson, at 21, has Notts county status at EBA and EBF level.  
As a Club we are always looking for new bowlers of any age to join us. If 
you haven't played before - we have Club Night on Mondays at 6 pm. 
through the Season, 1st May until September. 
You can find us next to the Cricket Club on Belvoir Road. Do please come 
along and have a go. There is always tuition available and everyone is 
welcome.  
For further information contact Pauline Goodson on 844554 or Russ 
Hibbert  07971 275 365. 

Village Voice Contacts 
Advertising: Email vvadverts@hotmail.com  or  phone 842141. 
Editorial: Susan Meech on 843402. 

Deadline for January/February Edition (Issue 81): 27th 
November. 

E-mail: vv@bottesford.org.uk    

Facebook:  ‘Village Voice, Bottesford’ 

Website: www.villagevoice.bottesford.org.uk   includes our ‘Extras’ page. 

Whilst every care is taken in the printing of notices and advertisements, the 
committee accepts no responsibility for any inaccuracies or consequences which 
may arise from them. Views expressed in the Village Voice do not necessarily 
reflect those of the committee. 

mailto:news@bottesfordfc.co.uk
http://www.bottesfordfc.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/bottesfordfootballclub

