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 Memorable community events commemorating those who 
served in the 1st World War 
11 days of peace and remembrance were marked in Bottesford and 
Muston to commemorate the Centenary of the Armistice. It drew 
together many people of all ages and was organised as part of the 
nationwide ‘Battle’s Over’ programme of commemoration.  

These events were supported by the Parish Council in collaboration with 
many local organisations and individuals including: the Bottesford 
Guides, Brownies, Rainbows, Cubs and Beavers, the Hose and Harby 
Branch of the Royal British Legion, the churches of St Mary’s Bottesford 
and St John the Baptist Muston, Bottesford Methodist Chapel, the Vale 
of Belvoir Lions, Bottesford Football Club, Bottesford Bowls Club, Pipe 
Major Billy James, cornet player Ian Holdsworth, Priory Belvoir 
Academy, Bottesford Primary School and the Bottesford Parish 1st 
World War Centenary Project. 

Jesse Norman 
Jesse Norman was the last casualty in 
the parish to be killed in action on 4th 
November  1918. 

Jesse was born in Muston in 1880. His 
parents were Henry and Elizabeth 
Norman.  When he left school, he 
became a fitter in a local quarry before 
becoming a farm worker. He enlisted in 
December 1915 with the Leicestershire 
Regiment. After his one leave in January 
1918, he was ‘re-posted’ to the King’s 
Own Lancaster Regiment on his return 
to France. 

Jesse suffered wounds to his face in May 1918. He was hospitalised in 
England but returned to France in October 1918 and was transferred to 
the Sherwood Foresters. He was killed on 4th November 1918 on the 
Landrecies to Marolles 
road, approaching the 
Sambre Canal. 

Jesse Norman has no 
known grave but is 
remembered on the 
Vis-en-Artois 
Memorial and the War 
Memorial in Muston 
churchyard. 

Other WW1 men from the parish 
Most of the casualties from the parishes of Bottesford and Muston were 
buried and remembered in the country where they died. 

However, three casualties of WW1 are buried in the churchyard. These 
men were badly wounded and died at home in Bottesford. Thomas 
Skinner died on 11th June 1918, Isaac Bonshor died on 11th December 
1918, Frank Staines died on 26th October 1920. 

VV error – with our apologies 

In Issue 98, Mr James Thompson was named as the author of an article 
about Cadet George Allcroft who died 10th November 1918. In fact, it 
was Mr James Thomas of Chislehurst who wrote the article.  

A plaque in the chapel at Belvoir Castle commemorates George Allcroft’s 
death, just one day before the cessation of hostilities. 

British Legion appeal 
Local co-ordinator Anne Ablewhite wrote about how successful this 
year’s local poppy appeal had been. Anne said: “This year we managed 
to raise the wonderful amount of £3,500.  The 100 year lapel badges 
were really popular this year and I have a few left should you want 
one.” Call Anne on 01949 842259 for more details. 
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Junior litter-picker inspired by animal lessons from pre-
school 

Sienna is only three years old, but an 
inspiration to us all. Last November, the Village 
Voice editor had taken his own daughter to the 
playpark in Bottesford. He spotted young 
Sienna diligently picking up litter – carefully 
supervised by her mum Carey. Carey explained 
that Sienna was concerned because she had 
learnt at pre-school that “litter hurts lots of 
animals”. Sienna wanted to ‘do her bit to help’.  

A credit to her parents, the pre-school and 
Bottesford, we caught up with Carey recently 
and Sienna is still picking up litter! 

Table-tennis players needed in Bottesford 
Local resident David Paine contacted us recently to see whether there 
are table-tennis players in the area who would like to have a game. 
David said: “We are looking for competitive table-tennis players for 
singles/doubles/mixed doubles in a comfortable and spacious open plan 
lounge. Flexible times. If  interested, please call me on 01949 729507 or 
07913 432108.”   

The Bottesford Institute – a look 
back in time 
The Bottesford Institute was established 
by the Duke of Rutland on the 8th August 
1922 when he transferred the Belvoir 
Coffee House on Market Street to trustees 
as a club, reading room, library or 
institute for the use of all persons 
residing in the Parish of Bottesford. New 
trustees were appointed in 1944, and by 
the 1960’s the premises were used as a Youth Club. In 1983 Mr Fred 
Holmes, who was the last serving trustee, died. 

In 1988, it was decided, in conjunction with the Duke of Rutland and the 
Charity Commission, that Bottesford Parish Council be appointed as 
trustees of the Institute. A revised scheme was approved by the Charity 
Commission in March 1989 and the charitable objects of the Institute 
changed so the income would be applied “For public charitable purposes 
for the benefit of the inhabitants of the Parish of Bottesford”  
The Belvoir Coffee House was sold.  In 1995, the Bottesford Institute 
purchased the Old School from the Duke of Rutland at a price of 
£10,000.00. The Old School is currently part-leased to Leicestershire 
County Council who sublet to Bottesford Community Library.  
David Wright, Bottesford Parish Councillor, Chair of the Bottesford Institute. 

Tenors and basses, altos and 
sopranos wanted 
The Cranmer Company of Singers is 
particularly looking for additional tenors 
and basses to join the group for 2019. 
New altos and sopranos would also be 
welcome. The group sings in many 
locations throughout the UK and abroad, 
including Beverley Minster, Tewkesbury 
Abbey and at the Bazilika in Budapest. For 
more information contact Deborah Davies on 01949 851030 or 0775 909 
1160 or email: cranmercompany@googlemail.com 

GP leaves surgery    Christine Phillips GP left the Belvoir Vale surgery 
in December. Christine said: “I will miss my patients greatly, and it has 
been a pleasure and a privilege to be their doctor over the last 4 years.” 
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 Parish Council matters    Barkestone Lane 
The Parish Council have received complaints 
about vehicles using Barkestone Lane to 
access the A52. The use of the lane is 
dangerous and affects the quality of life of 
people who live on, walk on and use the 
schools on Barkestone Lane. 

In addition, there are legal considerations.  

“There is no access to the A52 at 
Barkestone Lane from the Bottesford 
End and there is no access to 
Bottesford from the A52 down 
Barkestone Lane towards 
Bottesford. The signage clearly states 
this from both ends.”   

There is a Traffic Regulation Order that 
prohibits driving, covering Barkestone Lane 
from the northern boundary of the A52 to 
the school entrance. There is no access to the A52 from the lane. Drivers 
will be committing a road traffic offence if they contravene this order 
and are liable to prosecution. 

Enforcement action is being considered by the local police team.  
Volunteers are taking registration numbers of offending vehicles to 
support this. 

Defibrillators 
There are currently four defibrillators 
situated in Bottesford - the Old School, 
Pinfold Lane, Station Road and Belvoir 
Academy. There is also one at Muston, by 
the Old School Building. 

There will soon be an additional defibrillator 
placed at the Warwick Flats on Granby 
Drive. On the agenda for the December 
Parish Council Meeting is the proposal to 
purchase a further two machines situated 
in Normanton and Easthorpe. 

Amanda Carter-Blackford, the Parish Clerk, 
would like to hear from anyone interested 
in an awareness session on the use of the 
machines. Please e-mail the Clerk for 
further information: 
clerk@bottesfordpc.org.uk 

Parish and Borough elections 
Have you thought about becoming a parish councillor? Borough and 
Parish council elections are held on the first Thursday in May every four 
years.  The last elections were on the 7th May 2015, and the next are 
due in May 2019. 

For more information call in at the Parish Office during opening times 
(Tues 1-4pm and Wednesday 4-7pm). There will be an open -evening in 
the spring at the Parish Rooms when you can meet Councillors. There is 
more information on the following document produced by the Electoral 
Commission. 

www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/141798/
Part-1-Can-you-stand-for-election-P-and-C.pdf 

School governors needed 
Have you ever thought of becoming a school governor? Bottesford 
Primary school has vacancies for this very important and voluntary role, 
which helps shape the future of our school. If you have an educational 
background that would be very useful, but not essential. For further 
details, please contact Helena Brooks at: 
helenab6@bottesford.leics.sch.uk 

http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/141798/Part-1-Can-you-stand-for-election-P-and-C.pdf
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/141798/Part-1-Can-you-stand-for-election-P-and-C.pdf
mailto:helenab6@bottesford.leics.sch.uk
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You could be  
advertising here 

from as  
little as £10.00 

 

Call Gail  
01949 842141  

or  
vvadverts@hotmail.com 

 
Advertising rates for 6 

editions: 
20mm x  60mm £10 
40mm x 60mm £19 
60mm x 60mm £26 
80mm x 60mm £32 
100mm x 60mm £44 

In memory of Henry Campbell 
Henry was an eighteen-year-old from Bingham who worked at Orston 
Shooting Ground. He was an absolute joy to be around, a joker, a good 
friend and a credit to his family. In September 2018, Henry took his 
own life. 

Henry’s friends and family have set up a memorial fund for CALM and 
the Tomorrow Project - two charities which have suicide crisis lines and 
bereavement support services.  84 men die by suicide every week in the 
UK, which is 75% of all suicides. It is imperative to keep crucial phone 
lines and support networks funded so that people struggling with 
mental health can access advice and help. 

 

If you would like to donate, visit Henry’s JustGiving page at: 
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/henrycampbell 

High-school news 
On November 17, a group of eight students from The Priory Belvoir 
Academy took part in the Leicestershire and Rutland Disabled Athletics 
competition at Crown Hills Academy in Leicester. This was the first time 
the school had been involved in the event.  

All were involved in a variety of activities including soft javelin, speed 
bounce, chest push, standing long jump and wheelchair slalom. 
Everyone thoroughly enjoyed themselves and demonstrated their 
enthusiasm and teamwork skills so well that they were awarded the 
‘Spirit of the Games’ trophy. In addition the school finished in overall 
fourth place which was a superb effort. 

Village Primary School Celebrates 
Our village primary school is delighted to retain its 'Good' rating after its 
recent Ofsted inspection. This is a great credit to all staff, governors, 
volunteers and parents who work exceptionally hard to ensure the pupils 
achieve their full potential.  

The Ofsted inspector commented that ‘Pupils are courteous, respectful 
and considerate of one another.’ Mrs McGrory, Headteacher, said, “I am 
hugely proud of our GOOD school. I am particularly proud of the great 
team commitment which contributes to enabling our children to continue 
to achieve so well.” 

For more information visit: www.bottesford.leics.sch.uk 

Wool in the library 
In the past 2 years, knitters have kindly donated wool, which has been 
used for many charity projects. Come to the library on Saturday January 
12th, between 10am and 11.30am, and browse through the community 
wool on display.  

Can you use the wool for your knitting projects? This is an opportunity to 
have a cuppa and meet the library volunteers. 

mailto:gail.park@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/henrycampbell
http://www.bottesford.leics.sch.uk
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 What’s On...regular events 

Every Wed at 
7.30pm 

Bottesford Whist Drive meets in the Fuller Room.  Entrance is £1.50 
per person with refreshments included.  Everyone welcome. 

Every Wed & Sat 
10am – 12.30pm 

Charity Shop, Old School, Main Street, Muston.  Proceeds to St 
John's, Muston and St Mary's, Bottesford.  Pop in for a coffee! 

First & third Wed 
of the month 12 
noon 

Lite Bite at the Methodist Church.  Everyone welcome.  Cost £2.50. 

Second Wed of 
the month 2pm 

Local History Group meeting in the Library to study Bottesford’s 
Heritage Archive.  Call Neil Fortey 843320 or email infor-
mation@bottesfordcommunitylibrary.org.uk. 

Second Wed of 
the month 2pm 

Good Neighbour Scheme FREE film show in the Old School Room.  
Doors open 1.30 pm.  Donation towards a cup of tea and biscuit in 
the interval. 

Second & fourth 
Wed of the 
month 8pm 

Vale of Belvoir Lions Club meets at the Durham Ox, Orston.  Please 
see website www.voblions.org.uk or social media for upcoming 
events or further information! 

Every Thurs 
(term time) 9.30–
11.30am 

Hullabaloo Toddlers at the Methodist Church.  Open play session 
for babies & toddlers (accompanied by a carer); £1 per adult to in-
clude drink & snacks.  

Sundays 10am The Vale of Belvoir Ramblers walk every week, usually on Sunday.  
Walks are chosen to suit all abilities and interests, start at 10:00 and 
you usually need to bring a picnic.  Call 01949 836042 or email 
vbramblers@gmail.com or website www.vbramblers.co.uk for more 
details.  

Sundays 
10.30am 

St Mary's Bottesford Children's Church.  For children age 3-11 
(parent / carer support needed for 3-5 year olds).  Bible storytelling, 
drama, craft, singing and fun during the 10.30am church service.  
All welcome! Contact Jo Payne on 01949 843348 or Lisa Smith on 
07415144640. 

What’s On in January... 
Thurs 10th 
7.30pm 

Local History Society.  Fuller Room, The Old School.  Interesting 
Objects - Hatch, Match & Despatch.  A members’ evening led by 
Sue Middleton.  Visitors very welcome £2. 

Sun 13th 4pm Windmill Missional Community contemporary church service at the 
Methodist Church, Devon Lane, Bottesford NG13 0BZ.  All wel-
come.  Children’s groups available.  Service followed by soup, piz-
za, cake and refreshments. 

Tues 15th W.I. Members’ Night at Bottesford VC Hall.  Training illness detec-
tion dogs - Mike Money. 

Sun 27th 4pm Windmill Missional Community—contemporary church service at the 
Methodist Church (see Sun 13th for more details). 

...and in February. 
Thurs 14th 
7.30pm 

Local History Society.  Fuller Room, The Old School.  The Golden 
Age of the Musicals.    Speaker: Chris Shaw .  Visitors very wel-
come £2. 

Tues 19th 
7.30pm 

Bottesford Gardens Association meeting at St. Mary’s Church.  Fea-
turing an ilustrated talk by Geoff Hodges, gardening writer and 
broadcaster and past editor of Gardening World.  

Tues 19th 
7.30pm 

W.I. Annual Meeting at Bottesford VC Hall.   

Sun 24th 4pm Windmill Missional Community—contemporary church service at the 
Methodist Church (see Sun 13th January for more details). 

Friends of St Mary’s (FOSM) 2019 events 
After a very successful and entertaining year, FOSM have a full 
programme for 2019. Details are on the attached flyer. 

Auction of Promises    The FOSM auction of promises was a great 
success, raising over £600. A huge ‘Thank You’ to Frances and all other 
volunteers who worked so hard to make this happen. 

Church service times 
A reminder from St Mary’s that Sunday services start at 10.30 am. 

Tawny owls  The British Trust for Ornithology (BTO) is asking the 
public to listen for tawny owls calling and report locations: 
www.bto.org/volunteer-surveys/project-owl/tawny-owl-calling-survey  

mailto:information@bottesfordcommunitylibrary.org.uk
mailto:information@bottesfordcommunitylibrary.org.uk
http://www.voblions.org.uk/
mailto:vbramblers@gmail.com
http://www.vbramblers.co.uk/
https://www.bto.org/volunteer-surveys/project-owl/tawny-owl-calling-survey
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 Bottesford station – community garden project 
 

Working together with the Bee Friendly Trust, East Midlands Trains and 
the Parish Council, ‘Connect Lincolnshire’, has secured funding to 
transform the unused piece of land next to Bottesford station into a 
community garden.  

The community garden will be fully accessible to all and the small 
building on site will be renovated to include a small education area and a 
disabled toilet. The plan is to have the work complete for a launch party 
over the first Bank Holiday in May. 

The project needs people to get involved with activities ranging from 
creating the design (see template below), naming the garden, planting 
days, ideas for artwork and sculpture. If you are interested call Kaye 
Robinson, Community Rail Partnership Officer on 07482235419. 

Letters to the editor 
 

Cold callers 
We are noticing that despite ‘cold-callers’ being told ‘No’, many seem to 
be returning. It seems that ‘No Cold Calling’ signs make little difference. 
Luckily, we all look after each other and if we notice one of these 
visitors, we often call a family member who can come round. 

Please do not bother when you say NO to a caller and they give you 
some ‘verbal’ – look after yourself and always ask neighbours for 
recommendations for work you want doing. 

Name and address supplied 
 

Insurance for dog walkers 
You may only be walking a friend’s dog but have you discussed with the 
owner who would be financially responsible should the dog cause an 
accident.  If the animal was injured while you were walking it, you could 
be liable for veterinary expenses.    

Dogs are deemed to be under the control of the person walking them.  
That person is therefore liable if they are out of control and cause 
damage. Thus, most dog walkers should have third party cover.   
Something to talk about before you set off! 

Name and address supplied  
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Village Voice Contacts 
For all Advertising and Articles:  
Email vvadverts@hotmail.com or phone 01949 842141. 
Editorial: Alistair Raper on 07711 254441. 
What’s On: heather.stokes1@btinternet.com or phone 844009. 
Deadline for March/ April Edition (Issue 100): 27th January 2019. 

Facebook:  ‘Village Voice, Bottesford’ 

Website: www.villagevoice.bottesford.org.uk   includes our ‘Extras’ page. 
Whilst every care is taken in the printing of notices and advertisements, the 
committee accepts no responsibility for any inaccuracies or consequences which 
may arise from them. Views expressed in the Village Voice do not necessarily 
reflect those of the committee. 

Letter to the editor  
 

Damaged refuse bins 
If your bin is cracked or broken within two years of the date of 
manufacture, MBC will replace it free of charge. If the bin is over two 
years old, there is a £37 charge inclusive of delivery.  You can provide 
your own wheeled bins, providing each bin meets the EN840 standard 
and they match council bin specification. 

As we have three bins of differing colours, MBC were asked if people 
could use one of the others if one was obsolete. The answer was no. 
Also, what if the lid is damaged? Are we allowed to put out this bin even 
though it would entice vermin? 

We face a ‘fly tipping’ epidemic in the future.   For more information call 
01664 502502 for the Waste Management Department.  

Name and address supplied 

Bottesford Garden Association meeting a great success 
This inaugural event from the Bottesford Garden Association was a great 
success, with over 45 attendees at the first of what is hoped to be a 
series of meetings for keen gardeners and allotmenteers in Bottesford 
parish.  

The next meeting will be on Tuesday 19th February at 7.30 in St Mary’s 
Church and will feature an illustrated talk by Geoff Hodges, gardening 
writer and broadcaster and past editor of Gardening World.  

Equinox 24 continues to inspire 
 

After reading last edition’s article on the Equinox 24, a reader wrote to 
let us know how many local people were involved.  The event took place 
in September over 24 hours where participants run a 10k loop over 
mixed terrain.  

The following local people took part (the number after the name refers 
to the number of laps completed): Michelle Mabbitt 5, Clare Scaum 3 
(injured), Zoey Moore 6, Helen Durant 5, Patrick Goldthorpe 5, Rachel 
Adams 5, Catherine 
Booth-Stammers 5, 
Debs McCahon 10, 
Simone Thomas 6, 
Amanda Bishop 8, Alison 
Dobney 5, Karen Daybell 
5, Ian Murray 4. 

Are there any other local 
runners who took part? 
We would love to hear 
about it. Contact: 
vvadverts@hotmail.com 

mailto:vvadverts@hotmail.com

